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Pray.  What amazing coverage we’ve had of the wonderful  Jubilee events!  All this to celebrate the 
extraordinary life and long, faith-filled service of our wonderful Sovereign, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II.  And doesn’t she just deserve it – she even got a visit from Paddington Bear this time – 007 eat your 
heart out!   
 
Yet even the special church liturgy written specially for this staggering achievement shall not, according 
to the CofE’s direction, displace the Sunday celebration of Pentecost, the birthday of the church.  The 
great outpouring of the Holy Spirit in such awesome power is an event we cannot afford to ignore for 
any reason; even for the Platinum Jubilee of our earthly Monarch.  Yet it’s worth reflecting on the 
purpose of the biblical Jubilee. 
 
Jubilee is a biblical mandate celebrated every 50 years and is intimately tied in to the 7-yearly cycle of 
Sabbath years, which I’ll leave you to learn about for yourselves.  Leviticus 25 tells how to celebrate 
Jubilee which requires, among other things, the release of slaves, the land to lie fallow to be refreshed in 
its potential for growing crops, and the renewal of original ownership of land sold in the previous 49 
years.   
 
Such a Jubilee is clearly antithetical to our normal human desires but counters our own self-centredness 
and reminds us powerfully we own nothing of ourselves: we are just stewards of God’s creation, looking 
after it on his behalf.  Jubilee, when properly celebrated, brings release, refreshment and renewal in so 
many other ways too, with spiritual parallels of release, refreshment and renewal that resonate in our 
Christian faith today!  Although much more can be said about Jubilee, just remember those words, 
release, refreshment and renewal, as we think about the Holy Spirit tonight, and the personal and 
corporate impact of our readings.  So let’s move on. 
 
In v12 of our Gospel, Jesus told his disciples that anyone with faith in him would do what he did, and 
even greater things too!  Note, that’s ‘anyone’, not just the original disciples.  ‘Anyone’ who trusts Jesus 
includes us.  Because we trust Jesus for our salvation, right?  So we will also do even greater things than 
Jesus.  OK, so what did he do?  Thoughts?  (Miracles, healings, preaching, prophecy, confronting anti-
God authorities, bringing hope and compassion, bringing new life physically and spiritually, defeating sin 
and death…).   
 
Who feels ‘up’ for that?  Not many perhaps!  I wonder why?  I find it hard, I confess, to take all that in!  
But we know how to trust things – we’ll sit in a chair we’ve never sat in before; we’ll trust the car will 
work when we need; we’ll even trust people to do what they’ve promised – mostly!  We can rely on 
things, and people, to do what we expect.  So what’s different with trust in our faith?   
 
I’d suggest two things: one is our confidence in it – and this is what our new Bishop has described as ‘ 
the wolf nearest the door’ for Portsmouth diocese.  We’ve been taught that supernatural things don’t 
happen today, especially in a modern, western, scientific society.  For an antidote to that read Alison 
Morgan’s book “The Word on the Wind”, which some house-groups are studying now.  Let that book 
challenge you, as it does me, and let it raise questions with you about our personal and corporate life 
here at St Mary’s.   
 
The fact is that miracles like Jesus did have been wrought by Jesus’ followers for the past 2000 years.  
And they’re still happening today; not just in so-called backward places in distant Africa and Asia, but 
here, in the UK.  So, when Jesus promised that his disciples would do even greater things than he, the 
evidence is that they do!   Let’s expect it! 
 



Perhaps the second thing that dents our trust in Jesus’ astounding words is our lack of intimate 
friendship with the Holy Spirit, whose coming was promised by Jesus and whose outpouring we 
celebrate today.  We may be familiar with teaching on the gifts of the Spirit, knowing that we each have 
gifts from him to benefit us all.  Thus, if we’re not using our gifts we’re not either growing in our own 
faith or helping the church grow as it should.   
 
That’s a salutary enough thought.  But I’ve been struck by two challenges from the bible this week that 
have a combined effect on me.  One is from 1 Cor 12:30 which says “Eagerly desire the greater (spiritual) 
gifts”.  The second came via the Thy Kingdom Come Novena – there are copies at the back if you didn’t 
get one.  1 Pet 2:2 says “ like new-born babies crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation.” 
 
I have to ask myself, do I ‘desire earnestly’, or ‘crave’ what more God has for me – and us?  These verses 
remind us that there is always more with God, and if we want to become mature in our faith, if we want 
to become even more useful in God’s kingdom here in Warsash, then we need to be seeking out these 
greater gifts, with the almost desperation a new-born baby craves its mother’s milk.  You’ll know that 
sound – when a baby’s hungry!  It doesn’t stop until it’s had what it wants and needs!   
 
So, while we may be aware of, and even happy with, some of those helpful gifts of the Spirit that enable 
St Mary’s to operate as a successful parish church, we can move on from what Paul calls the elementary 
elements of our faith into deeper and more fruitful areas, using these other gifts the Spirit brings.  I 
wonder if this is what Jesus had in mind when he calls us, all of us, to do even greater things than he 
did?   
 
And, as if this is not quite mind-blowing enough, that we should do even greater works than Jesus, just 
consider that phrase “If you ask anything of my Father in my name, it will be granted you.”  Is that not 
EXTRAORDINARY?!  Just say it again to yourselves: “If you ask anything of my Father in my name, it will 
be granted you.”  If we ask for these gifts of the Holy Spirit, earnestly seek them, then they will be given!  
That’s Jesus’ promise! 
 
What might such gifts be?  The New Testament lists some in different places which include: prophecy, 
working miracles, extraordinary faith, discerning spirits, knowing hidden things, apostleship, healings 
etc.  These, and many others, are all gifts from that same Holy Spirit poured out at Pentecost, and they 
are given for us to continue to build God’s church here in Warsash, so that we can, truly, become agents 
of God’s release, refreshment and renewal for the many thousands in our community.  That’s what 
God’s Jubilee is truly all about and that’s what the Holy Spirit comes to do through us today – if only we 
will seek him eagerly! 
 
I do believe God wants this for us – it’s his best for us!  And I do sense the moving of the Holy Spirit 
among us, and amongst our Western Ward Covenanted Partnership churches.  It’s like a young, green 
shoot that needs careful attention and nurture from us all, especially in an era where there will be fewer 
ordained ministers among us.  We don’t need to fear this if we’re growing in confidence in God and in 
Jesus’ promises to us, and if we’re all seeking eagerly the gifts the Holy Spirit has for us.   
 
Yes, we may need to reconsider our personal and corporate priorities in light of where God leads, and it 
will need our personal involvement!  Yet as we follow where Jesus and the Holy Spirit lead, finding 
release, refreshment and renewal for ourselves in the process, we will all become true agents for the 
release, refreshment and renewal of our families, our friends and our community of Warsash, with the 
gifts and in the power of the Holy Spirit!   
 
How would it be if we could celebrate Jesus’ Jubilee in Warsash, not every 70 years, not even every 50 
years, but every day?  Let’s expect it!  Why would we not?  Amen. 


