
Maundy Thursday 14 Apr 2022 Homily – Jn 13:1-17 - Service 
 

Pray.  The word that springs out to me from this gospel reading is 
‘service’.  I offer tonight some undeveloped thoughts on the ‘what’, 
‘why’ and ‘where’ of Christian service for you to pray over and 
develop for yourself.   
 

Service is an integral part of our Growing Our Church cycle, which you 
can see at the back of church: please look at it as you come up to, or 
back from, the foot washing.  That cycle tells us that service is a 
normal part of our Christian life and I’d guess we’d all agree with 
that.  But how well does it actually frame our Christian practice and 
everyday lives?  Let’s keep that question before us, tonight, and in 
the coming years, as we all face the changes that will happen through 
the diocesan Live|Pray|Serve agenda.   
 

There are several characteristics of service modelled by Jesus in our 
reading.  I’d mention just three that struck me: humility; counter-
cultural; self-sacrificial.  Dare we ask how our service, to God, church 
and community, aligns with these three characteristics?  How 
humble, counter-cultural and self-sacrificial is our service?  Or is it 
framed around what we feel we’re able to fit in around other things? 
 

‘Why’ should we serve?  Firstly and most importantly, we serve 
others to be obedient to Jesus, to follow his example and be blessed, 
as verse 17 says.   Secondly it’s about showing the world around us 
whom we follow and why: as Jesus serves us so we must serve 
others.  Then they, too, will learn to become humble, counter-
cultural and self-sacrificial friends of Christ.  And our service will 
include a willingness to tell people why we’re followers of the 
humble, counter-cultural, self-sacrificial Jesus; the one who turned 
the world upside down by dying and rising to life!   
 

And ‘where’ do we serve?  Clearly it’s in the world around us, a world 
of conflict between good and evil.  Note in our reading the devil’s 
enticing of Judas, yet Jesus knew all things had been put under his 
power.   
 

Our service will be costly in a world where evil is rampant and in 
conflict with our master’s agenda.  Our service will also be costly in a 
self-centred world which prizes self-focussed desires and felt needs, 
and tells us we owe it to ourselves to look after ourselves first.   
 

I note, too, that Peter didn’t object to Jesus’ serving others - until it 
affected him directly – is this our experience too?  Do we acquiesce 
to the principles of service until brought face to face with it 
ourselves?  Yet our passage finishes with Jesus telling his disciples 
“Now you know these things you will be blessed if you DO them!”  So 
we have a choice – to do or not to do.   
 

So, service is being humble, counter-cultural and self-sacrificial: it’s a 
normal part of Christian living.  It’s part of our obedience to God and 
our witness to the world around us.  And it’s not always easy or our 
own preference. 
 

There is one last word in all this, one of great encouragement.  It 
comes from near the start of our reading: above all our service will be 
framed by love: “Having loved his own who were in the world, Jesus 
now showed them the full extent of his love.”  Service, in a Christian 
context, is all about love: love of God first, love of neighbour second.  
And we can love, because he first loved us.  That’s the engine of all 
our doing and being in following Christ.   
 

As you come tonight to serve and be served, bask, soak, immerse 
yourselves in the presence of the one who loves you so much that he 
took up not just towel and bowl for you, but the hard wood of the 
cross.  He died and rose for you.  Follow and serve him, not in your 
own strength but in the power of his love for you.  Rejoice in that and 
be blessed.  Amen. 


