+

Risk Assessment for Stage 4 of the Governments
Roadmap:
Church: St Mary Hook with
Warsash

Date completed:
3/8/2021

Review date:
Issue 1: 6/10/21.
Issue 2:3/3/2022

The Government has relaxed COVID restriction with effect from end of February 2022. This risk
assessment represents the considered views of the vicars and wardens taking account of the
Government’s advice to be cautious in our approach. The Church of England has also issued
guidance which is reflected in the risk assessment.
In view of the rising number of Covid infections, particularly the Omnicom variant additional
measures are being introduces effective from Sunday 9th January 2022 to improve the protection of
the congregation during services.

Area of Focus

Controls required

Church
Opening
Times:

Church is open as it always was
during the day Monday to Saturday.

Additional information

As infection rates in this
area are very low it is
considered safe to allow
unsupervised access to
the building for casual
visitors.

Action by
whom?
Church
Wardens

Although under Government guidance we cannot now mandate or insist that anyone
wears a mask, we feel that the situation would be eased by the cooperation of the
congregation in wearing masks for their own protection

Attendance at
Services and
Occasional
Offices

Face Masks and
Hand Sanitization

The Church QR code will continue to be
displayed on the church door.
Whenever the weather permits both sets
of main doors may be opened to allow
plenty of ventilation.

Face masks are no longer obligatory.
Some will still feel the need to do so
during services including singing and this
is perfectly acceptable. The choir will be
singing unmasked and it is to be hoped
that they have taken a LFT prior to the
service.

It is clear that the principal
method of transmission is
via airborne particles so
ensuring adequate
separation between
members of the
congregation is a sensible
measure in the
circumstances.

Materials to be purchased
as necessary.

These measures should
ensure we provide a safe
environment.

Church
Wardens

Liz Simpson

Office staff.

Masks and hand sanitizers will continue to
be available on entry to the church.

Social Distancing

No longer needed but provision is made
for members of the congregation to sit
apart.

Guidance suggests that
Church
80% of COVID transmission Wardens
occurs in water droplet
particles. The wearing of
masks should help to
alleviate the fears of some.

Cleaning and
Seat Rotation

Holy
Communion

Normal cleaning regime will now
apply with no special measures.

Holy Communion will
continue to be distributed
from the chancel steps by
the celebrant who will wear
a mask throughout the
distribution.
Communicants should wear
a mask and will receive
communion with their
hands outstretched to
avoid close contact. The
elements should be
consumed away from the
celebrant, either to the left
or right as appropriate.
The communal cup will not
be used and wafers will be
intincted in wine.

Little evidence of infection
through transmission by hand.

This continues the safe
practice we have been
advised to follow previously.
A server will normally be used
for the preparation and
clearing away but will play no
part in the distribution. The
decision to use a server is at
the discretion of the
celebrant.

Wardens and
Carol Barnden

All ordained
clergy.

Catering

Serving food and
refreshments is now allowed
so it is possible to return to
our practice of serving coffee
and tea after the 10am
service.

Care should be taken in the
cleanliness of any catering
arrangements. Social
distancing and the use of
more than one serving
station should be
considered if numbers are
large.
The dishwasher should be
used if catering is
undertaken in the hall.

Liz Simpson
Wardens
Catering
Staff.

