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 Ukraine crisis - 27 February 2022 - Day of prayer 

 

• Readings as per lectionary 

 

• Opening words 

 

• introduce 5 minutes of prayer 

 

• opportunity to light candle for peace 

 

• creed, our faith statement - prayerfully 

 

• conclude with Archbishop’s prayer 

 

 I had almost stopped the daily routine of 

listening/watching the news, afraid of what I might hear 

until Thursday when the unthinkable happened: a 

powerful country invaded a small neighbour. The thing I 

feared had happened. Russia had invaded Ukraine with 

all its military force and brutality.  

Why did this act of blatant aggression have such an 

impact on me? Shades of a long gone but not forgotten 

past began to haunt me. 

The fear of war is in my DNA, war itself, WW2, has been 

and still is, an integral part of my family narrative. 

 By 1945 they were dispossessed, refugees, hungry and 

homeless, drifting across a destroyed continent of Europe. 

The terror of that time was always just below the surface 

in casual conversations at the table when I was growing 

up, filling my child’s mind with images of war and its 

devastating effects on individual lives as I kept  trying to 

make sense of what I heard.    WW2 is the reason I live in 

this country now. 

I was brought up on the front line of the Iron Curtain; the   

Cold War was an inescapable reality of life as frightening, 

incomprehensible words were used in a propaganda war 

between super powers. 

 I am a child of the nuclear age, that  terrifying power with 

the potential to destroy on a huge scale and it resolved 

itself into the shape of my childhood monsters.  

 

Yet again, a despotic, sociopathic ruler, whose reason has 

parted company with reality, has flexed his  military might 

because he can. 

Now, a real, palpable fear of a war in Europe is with me 

again,  only this time the stakes are high - higher than ever 

before. 

Just as in the 1930s, evil is seemingly, yet again, holding 

the upper hand. Words have been used, then as now, to 
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hold  conflict at bay;’never again’ and words  which also 

have the power to threaten devastation.  

Throughout human history evil has existed. For most 

people the nature of evil in its many guises is difficult to 

define, let alone comprehend. We know from living in the 

world that elation and hope can be turned upside down by 

evil forces: this morning’s gospel reading focuses on 

Jesus being transfigured, God endorsing his son ‘‘This is 

my Son, listen to him’ . Many chose not to  listen to his 

message of peace, justice, mercy and love.  

 Evil men plotted against him and killed him  most cruelly.  

As Jesus descends the mountain he heals a boy 

possessed by an evil demon, He has heard the entreaties 

of the boy’s father and healed the child. We can take away 

some hope from this story, because the light of  Christ has 

not nor will it be defeated by darkness.  

 

As ordinary people, as Christians what can we do? Pray, 

pray earnestly that evil will be overcome as it invariably 

will. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has suggested this Sunday 

be used as a day of prayer for peace and justice. 

 

At the last supper Jesus gives the disciples, you and me, 

his peace 

 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. I do not 

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not let them be afraid. 

John 14.27 

 

This is Jesus’ gift to us, his disciples, freely given and a 

reassurance that we should not be afraid. It’s an integral 

part of our relationship with God, the God of justice and 

peace in whom we trust. As Christians our practical 

response is always prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiet prayer time 

 

We come now to a time of individual  quiet reflection and 

prayer.  

This will be about 5 minutes. 
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After that time you may wish to light a candle to illuminate 

the darkness that threatens our continent again. 

 

The creed: 

Please stand as we affirm our Christian faith in the words 

of the creed. We will say the words quietly, gently but 

above all prayerfully. 

 

 

I would like to conclude this time of reflection with a prayer 

from the Archbishops Welby and Cottrell 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine 

 

God of peace and justice, 

we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 

We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow. 

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 

We pray for those with power over war or peace, 

for wisdom, discernment and compassion 

to guide their decisions. 

Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk 

and in fear, 

that you would hold and protect them. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 

Amen. 


