
 

Let’s contextualise those thoughts using our Psalm.  

It’s worth reading it all, as it talks about presenting 

oneself to God in his temple, but let’s just look at  

that last section.  This is a majestic and glorious 

picture of God, not in the form of a helpless baby 

coming to the Temple to be presented, but as a 

warrior demanding entrance through the ancient 

gates, as the King of Glory!  This is a picture of how 

Jesus will fulfil the promises of both the Presentation 

and the Passover, as a glorious, conquering hero.   

 

It's this King, this God, to whom we must present 

ourselves, both now at our end.  So as we look at the 

story of the Presentation, let’s also keep in mind this 

awesome picture in Ps 24, of the God to whom we 

come.  Let it put everything else into perspective: all 

our fears and hopes, all our strivings and failings, all 

our thoughts and our actions.  Let’s allow ourselves 

to be overwhelmed by this King of Glory and come 

to him in humble, honest worship, as we open up the 

doors of our own hearts and lives more and more 

and present ourselves to him, day by day.  For our 

lives are redeemed by the blood of the first-born son 

of God, dedicated in the Temple, crucified and raised 

in accordance with scripture, and now reigning as 

conquering King of Glory.  Yes, let’s dare to open up, 

invite him in, and see what he will fulfil among us!  

Amen. 
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Pray.  I have some news.  Today’s the end of 

Christmas!  Who knew that?  I bet many of you 

thought it was all over and done with WEEKS ago, at 

least when the decs came down on 12th night?  Well, 

in the church calendar we stop celebrating the feasts 

surrounding Christ’s birth today, when we remember 

the baby Jesus being Presented in the Temple to God.  

It’s often called Candlemas because lots of candles 

were blessed by the church at this time, but we’ve 

chosen to call today’s service Presentation Praise in 

recognition of what it’s all about.  So we’re going to 

think about what that presentation means.  
 

The first thing to say is that this is not the occasion of 

Jesus’ circumcision – that was 8 days after his birth.  

The presentation would have happened at 40 days 

after birth and it covered a couple of important 

religious rites.  The first was the reintegration of Mary 

into Jewish religious society since the Jewish 

covenant allowed a woman 40 days after the birth of 

a son to rest up and become ritually clean.  This is 

noted in Lev 12:1-8. 
 

So this story shows that Jesus’ family were pious, 

God-fearing and righteous, keen to comply faithfully 

with the details of God’s covenant.  It also shows 

they were poor as they could only afford the 

minimum sacrifice of two pigeons to restore Mary’s 

ritually clean status.  That’s the family background for 



Jesus’ upbringing: it makes me wonder how we can 

all help our modern parents become better 

acquainted with God’s plans for their children… 
 

Secondly the presentation was to dedicate Jesus to 

the Lord as a first-born son, as recorded in Ex 13: 2, 

12-16, which notes that all first-born belong to the 

Lord.  This is important since it points back to the 

miraculous deliverance of the Hebrews from slavery 

in Egypt.  That’s the defining event in Jewish history, 

and utterly fundamental to their relationship to God 

as his people.   

 

You’ll recall the final plague the Egyptians failed to 

avoid was the death of all first-born sons and animals 

in homes that did not display the blood of the 

Passover sacrifice on their doorposts.  We know this 

imagery and can relate it to Jesus. 
 

Yet as a continuation of image the Jews had to pay a 

price to redeem first-born sons; 5 shekels of hard 

cash.  (Num 18:15-16).  Now some commentators say 

that, because Luke says nothing about this price being 

paid for Jesus, like Samuel the leader, prophet and 

priest, Jesus’ life was permanently dedicated to the 

Lord.  But whatever the truth of that, the concepts of 

redemption and dedication to God are introduced 

again: in more ways than one Luke is saying this baby 

would have a special purpose. 
 

Do you begin to see how deep this little action in the 

Temple is?  It’s not merely a lovely story with a 

couple of old grand-parental figures cooing over a 

baby in an unnoticed corner and uttering somewhat 

mysterious words in the midst of the Temple’s hustle 

and bustle.   

 

This story is full of deep meaning as it looks back 

over the fundamentals of Jewish relationships with 

their liberating and holy God, and it’s full of future 

portent as Luke applies that meaning to Jesus’ own 

life at its very beginning: a first-born son being 

dedicated to God with language of revelation and 

glory, for Jew and Gentile, a first-born son being 

dedicated to God with words of conflict and pain, a 

first-born son being dedicated with words of 

redemption.  What a heady mix!    
 

What does this mean for us?  Just as this last story of 

Jesus’ infancy looks back at God’s redeeming 

faithfulness toward his people, and looks forward to 

a redemptive future, so we can look back at God’s 

faithfulness to us in Christ, and take confidence as we 

look forward too.   

 

For we, too, must present our own lives to God, 

both now and at our death.  The Presentation was a 

solemn occasion, yet it occurred within the hustle and 

bustle of temple life.  We present our lives to God in 

the daily hustle and bustle of our own lives, but it’s 

still a solemn & serious thing to do, and we need to 

treat it accordingly.  And at the end, when we come 

before God at the last judgement, what will we have 

to offer?   


