
interact with our sister churches and build strong links between 
us.   
 
This is not to say that we don’t already have some of these gifts 
being used among us, but God calls us to grow fully into our 
gifts, and to offer them, selflessly, in the service of others – just 
as Christ offered himself selflessly for us.  This is a call for help, 
as we’re running out of puff ourselves,  This is a call for help 
because we don’t want the ministry of St Mary’s to rest mainly 
on the vicars’ or Wardens’ shoulders: otherwise when we leave, 
how will it be sustained?  What this is, though, is a call to 
respond to that passage from St Paul – each of us have gifts – to 
be used for the common good.  Think!  IF you’re not using your 
gifts in church, not only are you not seeing what God can do 
through you, but the church is being deprived of your 
contribution!  We are the poorer and weaker without you.   
 
It may be that we think we have very little to offer to St Mary’s, 
and to the wider W Wards network.  Perhaps we think we have 
no confidence, or no time, or no ability.   But it’s my experience 
that, as we each bring the seemingly ordinary and insignificant 
water of our own lives to Christ, as we offer ourselves to him, he 
will, in the most amazing and miraculous way, turn that water 
into the best wine ever!  Chateau Lafitte eat your heart out!   
 
So please can I encourage you to think and pray, at this 
Epiphany time, about how you can better respond to God’s call 
on each our lives?  If we grasp this opportunity there’s a great 
future ahead of us in this time of change – I can sense it and am 
excited by the possibilities.  Let’s go for it!  Let’s show forth 
Christ to the Gentiles – those outside the church!  Let’s use our 
gifts, and turn water into wine, through the power of the Spirit, 
for the good of us all! Amen  

Epiphany 2  Sun 16 Jan 22 – all services – Growing our Church.  
1 Cor 12: 1-11;  Jn 2: 1-11  Mike Terry 
 
Pray.  Good News! Bishop Jonathan Frost will be installed as the 
10th Bishop of Portsmouth on Sat 12 March in our Cathedral!  It 
will be good to have some permanent leadership in the diocese 
as we feel and pray our way forward to the new reality.  And I 
want to talk a little about that new reality today, and how we 
can build towards it .  
 
Just now we’re in Epiphany, when we think about the gentile 
magi, the non-Jewish wise men, who visited Jesus just after his 
birth.  Epiphany is the Greek word for ‘showing forth’: when we 
have an epiphany we have a ‘sudden revelation’ and in the 
Christian calendar it’s the time when we think about the 
showing forth, the revelation, of the good news of Christ to the 
gentiles – those outside the Jewish faith - which includes us!   
 
So I want us to think about how we can grow our own church to 
better reveal the good news of Christ, both in our own life as a 
church together and to those outside the church!  
 
One particular verse from 1 Cor 12 was highlighted to me 
recently when I was thinking about my own life with Nicky-Sue.  
It’s v7 which says “Now to each one the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given for the common good”.  We are both very aware 
of how different we are and that can sometimes cause friction 
between us.   
 
However the point of this passage is that we are different for 
the good of us both, and we need to work on how to make the 
jigsaw of our different gifts and talents work together for the 
good of our marriage and our ministry: sometimes it’s easier to 



see how it works in the ministry more than the marriage, but I 
think that is a not uncommon issue!  And we could be more 
intentional about working it out! 
 
But after that thought about my own personal situation that 
verse made me think about what we’re trying to do amongst the 
four Western Wards churches at Sarisbury, Locks Heath, 
Titchfield and Warsash.  As a result of the diocesan restructuring 
initiative, Live|Pray|Serve, the leaders of the four churches 
decided together to be more intentional about our own 
collaboration and so have come up with the concept of a 
Covenanted Partnership between us.  
 
The aim is to build an ethos of collaboration that will go deeper 
and broader than mere directives from the vicars, the Wardens 
or the PCCs.  We are trying to build a Covenanted Partnership of 
churches who are committed to each other and will go beyond 
the mere boundaries of a legal framework.   
 
Such an arrangement avoids all the messy, nitty-gritty and time-
consuming administration in becoming a single legal entity of a 
Team Ministry while being intentional about how we work 
together for the common good, as St Paul puts it so eloquently.   
 
However it is a fact that there will be fewer priests in our new 
reality than we have now, even amongst the relatively 
successful W Wards churches.  So how will we grow our ministry 
in these churches, how can we ‘show forth’ Christ to the 
gentiles, those outside the church, in the future?  St Paul has the 
key: we ALL have gifts from God’s Spirit that we can, and should, 
use in the ministry of God’s church.   
 

In practical terms, here at St Mary’s, we need a new Church 
Warden in the immediate future, to take over from dear Roger, 
and another next year when Peter steps down.  Maybe that’s 
not for you but maybe you could help the Wardens with some of 
the practical and administrative tasks they do.   
 
We need people to help befriend the young families who come 
to Messy Church and our two Stay and Play groups.  We used to 
have only one Stay and Play group but, by popular demand of 
those who come, we’ve put on another one.  These are people 
who don’t come to church but are being drawn closer to Christ 
by the friendship of the church people who already support 
these initiatives.  This is an unparalleled opportunity – there are 
many churches who have NO children coming – we do!  But we, 
as the vicars who go to all these events, cannot sustain the load 
of developing and maintain these relationships that are vital to 
the growth and future of St Mary’s and the wider W Wards.   
 
We need new people to help with the Families’ Service, with the 
prayer rota, with keeping in contact with those of our different 
congregations who are not able to get to church, and feeding 
back what they discover.  We need people who have gifts of 
generosity, with their time and their money.  We need people to 
help clean the church, serve at the altar, train for both lay and 
ordained ministry.  
 
We need people willing to be part of our PCC, to help us think 
and pray through the church’s priorities and deal with the wider 
decision-making required.  We need people who will sit in 
prayer and listen to what God says about how we are doing at 
the moment, and what future direction he would like us to go.  
We need people willing to attend home groups, run courses,  
 


