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Pray.  I confess I’ve been feeling overwhelmed recently: there’s so much going on for us that 
our own lives are being swamped.  I often get that ‘Help Lord, we’re drowning!” feeling.  I guess 
you’ll all know it too; when things beyond our control threaten to sink us utterly, and Jesus 
seems to be asleep in OUR boat.   
 
So I’m fascinated that we have this gospel passage today.  The disciples were WAY beyond their 
professional expertise in being able to deal with that storm.  They were realistic about the 
prospects – they were going down.  In their panic, having tried all they knew, they went and 
woke the exhausted Jesus who rebuked the wind, the waves, and then the disciples in turn.  
The result was not just a calming of the storm but a different kind of overwhelmingness – the 
disciples were awestruck, fearful even, of what they’d seen their friend and rabbi command.  
This was not just beyond their professional sailing expertise but WAY beyond their experience 
of God. 
 
Today I want to explore that using the concept of being made in God’s image and I’m going to 
start with a seemingly unrelated statement, but please stick with me: I don’t believe Jesus did 
this miracle because he was using divine power as God.  I’ll say that again: I don’t believe Jesus 
did this miracle because he was using divine power as God.  You may disagree, because we all 
know he is fully both God and man.  We know the demons recognised him as the incarnate Son 
of God and trembled before him as such.  But I think in his incarnate form he operated as a 
human, using the power of God within him as one made in the image of God, and with the 
breath of God within him, like all other humans.  He did this to show us what we can, and are 
made to do, too. 
 
This is where we link to Genesis, which says we’re all made in the image of God and have been 
given the breath of God to bring us life.  Recall the Hebrew word for breath, ruach, can also 
mean wind and Spirit.  So God has put his breath, his Spirit in each human to give us HIS life.  
This is one key way in which we’re all made in the image of God, as Genesis 1 tells us.  
 Now there are instructive differences between the two creation stories in Genesis 1 & 2: do 
check them out and ask about those differences.  But they have several commonalities too: 
look at those also!  MORE than happy to chat about that!   
 
The bible repeats things when they’re very important; we need to pay attention to them.  One 
of the most significant repetitions in Genesis 1 & 2 is that Adam and Eve are shown as the 
pinnacle of God’s creation – they were created in God’s own image.  They were, uniquely, in 
relationship with God, his friends in a way no other part of creation was; given authority that no 
other part of creation had.  For, from the outset, humanity was meant to rule over, to steward, 
the creation on God’s behalf so as to sustain and grow its God-given life.  That’s why humans 
need the breath, the Spirit of God within them, to guide and empower them for this awesome 
task, as God intended.  Those made in the divine image need a divine power to do a divinely-
ordained task.   
 
This ‘being made in the image of God’, having his breath, his Spirit in us to give us life, is, I think, 
is one of the most awesome, powerful and revolutionary doctrines in the Christian faith. Why?  
Because it opens us up to the very power of God himself.  This is big-boy stuff for which I make 
no apologies, for the world’s problems are big!  And this is God’s answer to them. 
 
As I’ve said, I believe Jesus used the power of God, not just as the divine being himself but as 
one fully human.  I believe he did this to show us the capacity and capability that God has put 



into each and every human, including us all here today. We’re ALL made in the divine image 
and need a divine power to do a divinely-ordained task.  And we also need a divine teacher to 
show us how to use that power and authority responsibly and correctly.  That’s what Jesus was 
doing in his human form for his disciples.  And it’s what he wants to do for us today too. 
  
For we have all inherited the task and authority of being God’s stewards of his creation.  We all 
know the problems with climate change; storm Eunice on Friday was just one small example.  
We all know the problems with politics, war, financial inequality, and injustice throughout the 
world, with the problems and issues in our own lives.  Like the disciples in that boat, we may 
have some experience in an area but all these issues together, especially when compounded 
with our own life situations, can be overwhelming: we are unequal to the task and feel as if 
we’re drowning.   
 
But Jesus is here with us in the boat; seemingly asleep maybe, but he IS with us.  He is here, as 
the perfect image of God in man, to show us how to use our authority and accomplish our own 
divinely-ordained tasks, as stewards of creation.  He came as a limited human himself to show 
us that we, like him, can have the same access to the limitless Spirit of God, that he had.  He is 
here to show us, as limited, created beings, how to use this divine power, which is FAR beyond 
our own.   
 
Did the disciples in the boat understand this?  Do we?  You see, I wonder if, when Jesus 
rebuked his disciples for lack of faith, he didn’t just mean lack of faith in him, but lack of faith in 
both God and their own God-given authority over creation as God’s agents.  Maybe he was 
indicating the disciples themselves could have given that command to rebuke the storm, if only 
they’d had faith… 
 
I find this such an overwhelming and awe-inspiring prospect: if it’s true, and it is, what’s our 
true God-given potential?  Who, and what, are we, truly?   How do I learn to use this God-given 
authority?  Where is our, my, faith?   Who is this God whom we worship and in whose image 
we are made?  What does it all mean, practically?  Questions we all must explore for ourselves! 
 
Primarily I think it means Jesus IS in the boat with us, in all our overwhelmed-ness, whether 
seemingly asleep or not.  We CAN and should call out to him for help.  But he also wants us to 
learn what it means to be made in the image of God, like him.  We, too, can reach out to God 
when overwhelmed, as he did in Gethsemane, and we, too, can reach out in his divine power to 
others who are overwhelmed, as he did.   
 
We, too, can tell people about God, pray for healings, and counter evil in word and deed, with 
the divine breath, the Spirit, he will fill us with as we ask him and it’s what we’re made for.  For, 
as Jesus said before the crucifixion, his disciples would do even greater things than he had 
done.  This is our destiny.  Let’s approach our God now, with our own overwhelmed-ness, and 
be overwhelmed in awe-struck worship of what he has made us to be, made in his image.  Let 
that propel us out into God’s creation in the power of his Spirit, to live and work to his praise 
and glory.  And if this all feels too much for you, don’t be discouraged: it is big stuff!  Pray about 
it, ask God what your part in it is, and talk to us about it!  Amen.   


