
THE BEATITUDES - BLESSING AND CHALLENGE - SUN 13 FEB 2022 
 
Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 
5 Thus says the LORD: 

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
and make mere flesh their strength, 
whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 

6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 
and shall not see when relief comes. 

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 
in an uninhabited salt land.  

7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 
whose trust is the LORD. 

8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
sending out its roots by the stream. 

It shall not fear when heat comes, 
and its leaves shall stay green; 

in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
and it does not cease to bear fruit.  

9 The heart is devious above all else; 
it is perverse— 
who can understand it? 

10 I the LORD test the mind 
and search the heart, 

to give to all according to their ways, 
according to the fruit of their doings.  

 
Luke 6:17-26 
 

17 He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre 
and Sidon. 18 They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those 
who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all in the crowd were trying to 
touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 

 
20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God. 

21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
for you will be filled. 

“Blessed are you who weep now, 
for you will laugh. 
22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and 

defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely 
your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
24 “But woe to you who are rich, 

for you have received your consolation. 
25 “Woe to you who are full now, 

for you will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now, 

for you will mourn and weep. 
26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the 

false prophets.
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THE BEATITUDES - BLESSING AND CHALLENGE 
 
It's said that the Gospel comforts the disturbed and disturbs the comfortable.  So if you're 
sitting uncomfortably, let's begin.  Our Gospel reading this morning is a short extract from 
Luke's version of the Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew's Gospel.  Matthew's version 
has 107 verses but Luke's less familiar version, known as the Sermon on the Plain, gives 
us just the key elements in 30 verses.  Why the difference - well it's quite possible that 
neither sermon was delivered in the exact forms that we have them - both are surely 
collections of Jesus' teaching from a variety of settings.  We also need to take into account 
the audience that each gospel writer was targeting.  Matthew is writing to his Jewish 
audience, hence his emphasis on locating Jesus' teaching within the broader span of OT 
law and prophecy whereas Luke is directing his account at the Gentiles.  And while in 
Matthew Jesus delivers his sermon from the mountain, Luke is sensitive to the lowly and 
poor.  So perhaps having Jesus come down to the plain, a level place, is his way of 
emphasizing Jesus’ ministry to ordinary people in ordinary places.  It's about Jesus being 
squarely in step with the realities of our human existence, and speaking plainly to us about 
it.  Luke's Jesus is looking us in the eye and levelling with us. 
 
To further set this passage in context it's helpful to note that the sermon is preceded by a 
number of stories of conflict where the Scribes and Pharisees take offense at Jesus for 
violating religious taboos.  They try to defend a traditional understanding of God’s people 
(Godly Jews vs. heathen Gentiles) and traditional morality (strict observance of Mosaic 
law.). Jesus counters, in each instance, by showing them a new way - but they refuse to 
see it.  Jesus then gives his Sermon on the Plain in which he further turns their legalistic 
world on its head.  In this sermon, Jesus gives them, and us, a glimpse into the radical 
kingdom of God - a topsy-turvy world by their standards and one which calls us all to a 
different way of living.  In a brief segment of 7 verses he challenges everything that people 
think is normal, and flips it upside down to show how things really are from God’s 
perspective, and how they will be in eternity.  Because of this, each of his statements is 
shocking.  Each statement of Christ is a jolt of reality in our twisted world.  In fact if Jesus 
were communicating this message today via email or Twitter it would be all in capitals.  
Metaphorically he'd be shouting - Wake up!  Open your eyes!  You think that you know 
what God's kingdom will be like; you've got no idea.  So, what does he actually have to 
say? 
 
First, he identifies four "blessings".  Blessed are the poor, the hungry, the weeping, those 
who are excluded and persecuted.  If these examples strike you as odd, you’re not alone; 
they're far from a typical list of blessings.  Often we associate the word 'blessing' with 
happiness or good fortune; but the word used in the original Greek holds a rather deeper 
meaning.  It is beyond the superficial or even material possessions; it is a word more 
closely connected to the first-century sense of unity with God in an eternal sense, relating 
to righteousness and being in right relationship with our creator.  Jesus is spelling out the 
way life is both inside and outside the kingdom of God. 
 
So to be “blessed,” meant living in a keen awareness of the presence of God.  It is not to 
be free from struggle, but to be oriented towards a reality where God’s kingdom is realized.  
The good news is that in each of these "blessings", the struggle comes with a promise of 
reversal: the hungry will be filled, the weeping will give way to laughter.  These promises 
echo the song of hope Mary sang in Luke chapter 1, with a complete reversal of fortunes 
for the rich and poor, the powerful and the powerless, the full and the empty. 
 
It also seems to me that when Jesus blesses the poor and hungry, the sorrowful and the 
ridiculed, he isn’t saying that we should all aspire to poverty, hunger, sorrow, or being 
verbally abused.  He's saying that God is present with us, even when the world has 
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abandoned us, that God loves us, even when everyone else hates us.  We find blessing in 
seeking God, being hungry for God, and loving the people God loves. 
 
This would be challenge enough, but Luke's account pushes us even farther, as each 
blessing is punctuated by a corresponding statement of “woe.”  These are examples of 
things that are soon to be upended.  These woes, unique to Luke, are tough ones to hear, 
particularly if we find that they are descriptive of us.  Jesus, speaking quite freely and 
plainly, calls the audience and us, out of our complacency and away from the safety and 
security of our laurels that we rest upon, and says that the reign of God, here and now, is 
about something more than just our own accomplishments.  In fact, these 
accomplishments might just be our undoing. 
 
When Jesus announces woe to those who are rich, eat well, and enjoy fame and 
admiration from people, he isn’t saying that wealth, good food, and popularity are bad 
things.  The point is that as one of His disciples, these things in the woes must not be the 
things we chase after.  Though all the world chases after riches and entertainment and 
fame and glory and popularity, true followers of Christ know that such things are empty 
and meaningless in light of eternity.  If you chase after these things, you may well get 
them, but that is all you will get.  Jesus does not say these things are wrong.  He says that 
seeking them first, and being satisfied with them is wrong.  Seeking these things as more 
important than the things of God will lead to an empty and meaningless life.  To be sure, 
condemnation awaits those who do not repent.  But a broader view of Jesus' teaching 
reveals a pastoral concern: Jesus wants such folk to avoid condemnation by repenting and 
joining the movement towards the kingdom, which means putting their material resources 
at the service of the community.   
 
So to summarise - these four pairings, blessings and woes, challenge us to look at our 
lives and our world with new eyes.  They challenge us to clarify our values and examine 
what are the things in life that we will take a stand for in relation to faithful living.  Packed 
into these verses are very real instructions for the disciples, including those of us who 
claim to follow Christ today, to reorient our relationships and reverse the social, economic, 
and political injustices that surround us so that we might live most fully into the reign of 
God here and now. 
 
In the end, that's what the Beatitudes call us to – a better understanding of what it looks 
like for God to reign in our world, a God who sees all of his creation as beloved and 
blessed and calls us to be in a community that models such a perspective.  These words 
from Luke are not a gospel of comfort, but a gospel of challenge to embrace the world with 
the love and eyes of Jesus.   
 
And that brings us back to verse 20: Jesus looked at his disciples.  He made eye contact. 
From the level plain, Jesus stands looking us in the eye. God sees you.  God sees you 
whether you are poor or rich, and Christ names your poverty or your wealth for what it is. 
Jesus isn’t encouraging you to get rich or become poor.  Jesus is inviting you to put 
everything at his disposal and follow him. 
 
God sees you and will stand with you in the level place.  When it's hard to see the way 
forward, when things aren't working out, when you're experiencing the kind of suffering 
and hardship that happens in the level places of life, Jesus is standing there with you, 
sending healing power your way. 
 
God sees you, and wants to bless you.  There isn’t anything you can do to change that.  
Nothing you do can make God love you less, and nothing you do can make God love you 
more.  God won’t give up on you.  God’s blessing is for you whether you come from holy 
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Jerusalem, or from the pagan coastlands of Tyre and Sidon.  Whether you’ve been 
a Christian all your life, or you’re a new seeker who just wants Jesus to make you whole, 
Christ pronounces God’s blessing on you. 
 
Throughout Luke’s gospel, the emphasis is on God with us – Emmanuel.  Jesus stands on 
the level plain with us, revealing God’s Kingdom in the middle of our chaos, in the middle 
of our need for healing; telling us the truth of our lives as he sees us, and confronting us 
with our responsibility to be a part of God’s kingdom with our response to what we see in 
the world.  It's as if he's saying 'What are you doing right this minute'?  People are sick and 
dying right here, tormented by spirits, stricken by poverty.  Will you get down here with me 
and help?  The only question is whether we are willing to rise to the challenge, to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with Jesus in that level place and to receive God’s blessing.  Blessed 
be the ones who choose to inhabit the upside-down world of God, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 


