
Advent 2 

Malachi 3:1-4 - Luke 1:68-79 - Philippians 1:3-11 Luke 3.1-6 

You know what, preparing the way of the Lord is a thankless job.  Especially at Christmas! You see, no-one 

really wants to know – there are quite simply too many other things to prepare for! The way of Father 

Christmas perhaps: or the way through the crowds at the shops [assuming this new variant doesn’t take hold 

that is]. The John the Baptists of today’s world are therefore on a hiding to nothing.  They cry out, but into a 

secular wilderness and the closest that you get to repentance this Advent is to say sorry because you trod on 

someone’s toes in the crush. 

It is difficult, perhaps impossible, to bring these two different worlds together: that of rampant secularist 

materialism, and that of ‘God-on-the-way’ Christian reflection. The incongruous bit is that everyone, 

underneath it all, is struggling to find joy, peace, and hope. 

So why try? Why don’t we just ask John to go home and watch match of the day? Why not ask everyone 

who would be a messenger to save their voices and nerve ends by ….. retreating into a monastic seclusion? 

And of course the reason why you and I, and every Malachi [remember our first reading was from his book 

and the name means – messenger], and every John and every Mary and every Peter can’t retreat from it all 

was because this Bethlehem-bound God didn’t turn round and go home did He, but He came slap bang into 

the middle of things, walking the world’s blind alleys, and listening to the fears and frustrations of the human 

race.  That’s why. 

And, if God doesn’t despair of this world, despite all that He knows of it, then why should we?  We are rightly 

critical of the rampant consumerism which turns Christmas into one shopping spree. But we also affirm with 

all our being the future of our planet; and the need for every human being to find joy and fulfilment - don’t 

we? Following Jesus’ example, we call on the world to eat, drink and make merry don’t we – but – not in any 

selfish or exclusive way.  The feasts of the kingdom of God are feasts for the poor and the outcast, the prodigal 

and lonely, the lame, the blind and the deaf, for everyone – aren’t they? 

So yes, prepare the way for Father Christmas. OK. Prepare the way for the children to have an exciting and 

imaginative time.  OK. Prepare the way for visiting Aunty Mabel.  OK. But let’s not stop there – let’s prepare 

the way for the Lord.  Let’s make it possible, however we can, for people to see that Christmas celebrates the 

time when God stole the show; when God sprung the greatest surprise this world has ever known or seen. 

And if that is the imperative that calls to us across the centuries from the wilderness of Judea, all that remains 

for us is to work out how to do it!  No easy task is it, but let’s look for some clues in our readings. 

So, first of all let’s talk about creating a level playing field.  Yes, jargon I know, but it sums up very well the 

proclamation of John and of the prophet Isaiah before him.  The coming of God’s Kingdom is a great leveller.  

The picture painted by the prophet is of a road being created on which exiles in Babylon will be able to travel 

home.  Mountains are brought low and valleys are filled in to make the way smooth and accessible.  Level, 

it’s what road builders have always done. 



When the M62 was created in W. Yorkshire a massive engineering challenge faced the creators of the 

motorway west of Huddersfield, as the road climbed up into the Pennines.  In the end an entire side of the 

mountain was removed and dumped in the valley to form the Scammonden Dam across which the road was 

built.  A reservoir and a level were born together enabling the steep inclines to be removed and an even 

gradient to be achieved. To those watching it was close to a miracle.  

It is also a miracle and a wonder to see the way in which God raises the poor and the humble to great heights 

and brings down the mighty from their thrones.  Wherever God reigns there are upheavals because the delights 

of the Kingdom are meant for all.  It does not depend upon the amount of prestige you have in the world’s 

eyes.  It does not depend upon academic or social prowess.  It does not depend upon financial success or 

military strength. 

If we are going to ‘prepare the way of the Lord’ then we have some road building to do.  We have to try and 

enable those without hope and without resources to feel they belong to God’s family.  We also need to remind 

the rich and powerful, and those who seem to be ultra confident that they are ‘saved’, to know that the 

priorities of the kingdom of God are rather different from the ones they have been used to. 

It’s not surprising that we get besieged by appeals from the charities at Christmas time.  They are already 

pouring through our letter boxes once again. But one thing they do achieve is to remind us about creating that 

level place.  Pictures of the homeless, the poverty stricken, the frail elderly and the emaciated children cannot 

fail to stir us to a realisation that the modern world is far from the egalitarian in its treatment of people.  As 

Christians we strive to create a different world. Where the rough places are made smooth and ‘all flesh’ can 

see the saving acts of god.  Then more and more people will sing the Benedictus, blessed is s/he who comes in 

the name of the Lord. 

The second hint we can find comes from the song of Zechariah which Luke includes in the first chapter of his 

Gospel.  This concludes: - ‘to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 

feet into the way of peace’. In other words, the dawning of God’s new day will bring with it light to those 

trapped in darkness and will create Shalom – peace. 

Our second task is an even greater challenge.  Not only do we have to create a level playing field, so there is 

justice on the earth, but we have to enable light to shine in the darkest places.  The implication of these words 

is that there will be many people for whom moving mountains and shifting all the stones is not enough.  They 

are so imprisoned by their pain, or their guilt, or their poverty, or their failures that darkness is all they can 

contemplate. 

The Gospels are of one mind that Jesus came for the desperate, those at the end of their tether, those who did 

not know where to turn.  Here is a miracle worth singing about He would take a boat trip to the land of the 

mentally broken and visit the tombs of the suicidal; He would take time out to heal countless nameless victims; 

He would respond to human need no matter what a person’s nationality or religious background might be.  

The place of death held no terror for Him.  God’s love reaches the darkest corner of human experience.  

[perhaps a lesson that we need to reflect upon in relation to the migrant crisis] God’s love penetrates the 



gravest situations and circumstances we face.  Remember, just at the beginning of God’s creating, all was 

darkness and God said, ‘Let there be light’, so the victory of light over darkness occurs again and again where 

the Kingdom is present. 

The result of making a level place for the wounded and bringing light to those who sit in darkness is the 

creation of a world of Shalom. The coming of the new dawn of salvation means that our steps can be guided 

into the ways of peace.  Peace making is top of the list for Christians at Christmas and throughout the year.  

The angels song heralding, ‘peace on earth and glory in the highest’ is not only music to wallow in, it is a task 

to begin. 

So, as you are able and in whatever sphere of activity with which you are involved, prepare the way, of justice, 

light and peace.  Don’t despair of any of these qualities in the world.  In 2021/2, as in any year their victory is 

assured.  God has come and endorsed their worth and invites us to join Him in preparing the way for more 

and more people to see, to hear and to sing, ‘Benedictus’, blessed is s/he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 


