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Evensong Remembrance service, 14 November 2021 
 
Readings :  St. John 15: 9-17   (Carol Day) 
                    1 Thessalonians 4:13 - 18  (Nick St.John) 
 
It was 15th January 1945, 5 am. The outside temperature was -25 degrees, the 

snow was piled high. A young girl stirred in her bed as a loudhailer voice intruded 
on her sleep. ‘ Everyone needs to leave their homes and this town by 9am. Take 

only essentials.’ 
The girl’s family, father and mother, woke, and hastily gathered some belong-

ings, particularly warm clothing. There were no trains, just a few carts. Hundreds 
of folk had to evacuate their town, leaving their homes and belongings and 

started a long march. No one knew where to, old, young, infirm just kept walking 
in a westerly direction away from the front line and the Russian advance which 

was 5 km to the East. 

And so began 6 months of a refugee existence during which time the family  
endured and all that this entailed: starvation, bitter cold, no where to go but 

running from an army intent to avenge the wrongs done to their people in this 
war. They had lost everything they had ever owned and had worked for.  

That girl was my mother, her mother and father were my grandparents, one of 
an estimated 14 million people who were forced from their homes in various 

areas of Eastern Europe where they had been living for generations. My father’s 
family fared no better although they did have a hand cart on which they were 

able to pile some belongings. , They, too, were among those refugees. 
 

 The impact of war and the trauma of being driven from their homes on people’s 
lives remained. As a child I grew up with these stories; the terror, the hunger of 

those days vivid in my grandmother’s narrative. Victims of War 
 

This summer we saw terrible scenes of human despair in Afghanistan as Western 

Forces pulled out and the Taliban with its total disregard for human rights and 
life once more took hold of that country, creating another flood of refugees, 

victims of war. 
 

This year marks 107 years since the  outbreak of WW1. It was called ‘the war to 
end all wars’; it ranks among the deadliest conflict in human history. 

 
The scars of that conflict are still visible. 

Everywhere in the gently undulating rural countryside of Belgium and Northern 
France, for four years the scene of unimaginable carnage, there are stark re-

minders of the casualties of war; everywhere there are cemeteries with rows 
upon rows of plain white headstones inscribed with the soldier’s name, some 

bearing the sad inscription ‘A soldier of the Great War known only to God.’  

All victims of war ….And still conflict proliferates in many parts of our world. 
 
Almost every family in every village, town and city across this land  has been 

affected by that and subsequent wars. As war has become more mechanised 
and destructive over the last 100 years, so has the need to remember all those 

whose lives were lost or who have suffered terrible trauma. 
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War memorials can be found in every village, town and city. These serve as a 
permanent reminder not only of the human cost of war but of the fragile texture 

of human lives which we honour with grief and gratitude. It is our duty to re-
member all those who lost their lives and to give thanks for our hard won free-

doms. 
The 11 November has become a focus of national remembrance for the countless 

people killed in combat. It is vitally important that we continue this tradition as 
it reminds our collective conscience about the darker side of human nature - to 

wage war on one another and the terrible cost in lives. 
 

This is the season of remembrance which began with our annual All souls service 
during which we remember our loved ones who have died. We remember them 

because they were once part of our lives, people who perhaps helped shape the 
person we have become.  

 

 
We seek answers… 

 
Why so many wars?  Where is God on the fields of blood? when my family was 

driven from their home in 1945? Where is God now when ordinary folk are driven 
from their homes in so many places in the world?  

 

At the end of 2020, there were 82.4 million forcibly displaced people in the world, 
according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 

 Where is God when terrible atrocities are being committed and an insidious evil 

is spreading across so many parts of the world? Challenging, fundamental ques-

tions to which there are no easy answers. All of this is man made. God does not 
want this for his people. 

I believe that our suffering is God’s suffering.  
If we believe that we are made in His image, then we are created as essentially 

good. In war and violence, However, that image is marred. Our Christian faith 
reminds us of God’s enduring love. 

  
In His son, Jesus, that love became incarnate to show humanity a better way. 

 
‘My command is this: love one another as I have loved you. Greater love 

has no one than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.’ 
 

That love was demonstrated by our God whose body was  broken on a cross. That 
was the sacrifice, the manifestation of the ‘greater love.. which layed down 

His life for His friends..’ Those friends Jesus talks about, that’s you and me. 

 Jesus’ battle was  with that which is cruel and destructive in the world. He 
became its victim and yet His death and resurrection proclaims a new world 

order where people and nations can be reconciled. ‘if you keep my command-
ments and abide in His (God’s) love…’  

  
 In Jesus everyone is invited to have the hope of a better life.  
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 St.Paul, in his letter to the Thessalonians, speaks of Jesus’ coming again and 

gathering up those who have died ‘..then we, who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up in the clouds together with those who have died to 

meet the Lord…’ 
 

Those are comforting words indeed especially today, as we remember and hon-
our the memory of all those whose lives were lost, those who are still blighted 

by war.  We know that we can bring our pride and gratitude, our prayers and 
above all our hope for a better world before a God of love.   

 
When Jesus says  

 ‘By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another..   ‘Love one another as I have loved you..’ 

 
he is giving us one of the most challenging commandments. Love is powerful 

but it is also costly. 

 
Love can, however, bring so many joys and when we love as fully as we have 

been commanded, then there is the hope of God’s Kingdom being revealed not 
just in our personal relationships but in the world around us. That kingdom ap-

pears wherever God’s will is accomplished, wherever there is justice and fair-
ness, where love wins out over hatred and revenge, where reconciliation re-

places conflict. 
Archbishop Tutu of South Africa said this: God has a dream of a world whose 

ugliness and squalor and poverty, its war and hostility, its greed and 
harsh competitiveness, its alienation and disharmony are changed into 

their glorious counterparts, when there will be more laughter, joy and 
peace, where there will be justice and goodness and compassion and 

love and caring and sharing.’ 
 

That’s the vision of God’s kingdom for which we pray.  

 Jesus is our template for living lives of loving service. Our continued prayer  for 

the nations of the world must surely be that one day wars may cease,  and they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. The prophet Isaiah was writing this nearly 3000 years ago. Shame on human-
ity for which this is still so relevant.   
 
Mankind can build a better world with our God in the lead but it would take 

commitment to a different set of moral and ethical values. In the meantime we 

continue to pray for peace and understanding among all peoples.  AMEN 


