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Acts 10 (extracts). 

 

At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment.  

He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to 

God regularly.  One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He saw clearly an angel of God, 

who came to him and said, ‘Cornelius!’ 

 

Cornelius stared at him in fear. ‘What is it, Lord?’ he asked. 

The angel answered, ‘Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before 

God.  Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter.  He is staying 

with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.’ 

 

When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier 

who was one of his attendants. He told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa 

where they found Peter. 

 

After seeing a vision from God, Peter accompanied these men back to Caesarea.  Though it was 

against his Jewish religious laws to do so he entered the house where Cornelius had gathered his whole 

household.  Cornelius told Peter what had happened with the angel and added “Now we are all here in 

the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” 

 

Peter began to speak, telling them all about Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and about the good news 

of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all…  As he spoke the Holy Spirit came on all who were 

listening and they started to praise God in different languages.  This was just what had happened to 

Peter and his friends at Pentecost.  Peter was greatly amazed but he ordered that they all be baptised in 

water, in the name of Jesus Christ.  And so they were!  

 

Mark 13: 1-8 

 

As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Look, Teacher! What massive 

stones! What magnificent buildings!’ 
 

‘Do you see all these great buildings?’ replied Jesus. ‘Not one stone here will be left on another; every 

one will be thrown down.’ 
 

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked 

him privately,  

 

‘Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be 

fulfilled?’ 

 

Jesus said to them: ‘Watch out that no one deceives you.  Many will come in my name, claiming, “I 

am he,” and will deceive many.  When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. Such 

things must happen, but the end is still to come.  Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth-

pains. 

 



 

 

Sermon. 

 

Pray.  Our first reading is unusual for Remembrance Sunday.  I picked it because it’s the story of the 

very first non-Jewish church, and it was established in the house of a Roman Centurion, an officer in 

the occupying army of first century Judea.  It shows God has a particular heart for military people; 

indeed, soldiers played a key part in the Biblical story and God himself is often described in terms of a 

warrior, an almighty, conquering hero.  

 

I use such images and stories in my international work amongst military Christians since they show 

God understands intensely, and knows all about, military life.  So much so that he chose an army 

officer’s home in which to plant that first non-Jewish church.  In so doing, God broke many social and 

religious taboos of the time, and showed he cares deeply for those who might otherwise think 

themselves excluded from anything to do with God.   

 

Given this week’s news, with the Army Board being summoned by the Defence Secretary to discuss 

‘worrying aspects of Army culture’ many may feel the military are well beyond the reach of God, 

outside any kind of redemption.  Not so!  Without discussing detail now, such stories do great dis-

service to the otherwise hugely proud reputation of our military personnel and overshadow events such 

as the recent uncomplaining and expected supply of service personnel to support the fuel-tanker driver 

shortage, the NHS response to Covid-19 and many other national emergencies.   

 

Today our Armed Forces are in the spotlight for another reason.  We’re here to remember their 

primary role, which is to go into harm’s way on our behalf, to sacrifice their own lives in the service of 

others, be they our own nationals or those of other countries.  Today we wear poppies to show our 

support of, and solidarity with, the people of our exemplary Services, and particularly to remember 

those who have fallen in conflict.   

 

We’ve been doing this for over 100 years now: 9 million of the first poppies were sold around 11th 

Nov 1921.  Earl Haig, who founded the Royal British Legion earlier that year, was persuaded by a 

French woman, Anna Guérin, to adopt the poppy as its symbol since the scarlet flower was the one 

bright splash of colour that bloomed in those Flanders’ Fields of Lt Col John McCrae’s 1915 poem.  

Thus started our national tradition of wearing a poppy in honour of our war dead, 100 years ago this 

week.  Today 40,000 volunteers help distribute over 40 million poppies annually through the RBL 

which still supports veterans and their dependants in need.  Our retiring collection will be for their 

benefit – please be generous! 

 

There has not been a year since the days of those first poppies when conflict of some sort has not raged 

somewhere in the world.  If this is sobering, and a realistic corrective to those liberal humanists who 

say that mankind is evolving towards increasing goodness, we should not be surprised by it: Jesus 

himself told us, as we’ve heard, that there will be wars and rumours of wars, and that nation would rise 

against nation, kingdom against kingdom, until he comes back at the fulfilment of time.    

 

Indeed, looking at today’s world, it would seem Jesus was right and our world’s in a worse state than 

when Earl Haig started the RBL 100 years ago.  To the old, familiar bi-polar nuclear stand-off of the 

Cold War we can add today: the increasing pace of the arms race, with the West not really keeping up; 

Russian and Chinese passive and aggressive action on the global stage; the advent of space and the 

cyber worlds as new frontiers for conflict; Islamic fundamentalism; migration issues; and the 



increasing scrabble for precious resources – rare-earth materials, fuel and water among them.  Overlay 

the climate crisis, the fears induced by the pandemic and the increasingly strident voices of social 

pressure groups, and we have a pretty toxic mix!   

 

What has this to do with Remembrance Day?  It demonstrates the need for increased prayer and 

practical support for our increasingly over-stretched and over-stressed military personnel, as 

demonstrated by some of those recent headlines.  Many of these issues impact directly and indirectly 

on the military, those charged with our physical national security today: they deserve our ongoing 

support.   

 

And I would also say that Remembrance, looking back, should help us look to the future.  Those who 

have gone before us have pointed the way, a way of selfless self-sacrifice on behalf of others.  I know 

from personal experience of war that is not a simple, romantic notion.  Some will sacrifice themselves 

selflessly for others, many others have done so unwillingly.  Yet the military still has a key place in 

God’s heart.  It may not be a perfect institution, as this week’s news demonstrates, but there is 

something of God’s image in it.  He wages war on injustice and a well-used military does the same.   

 

We should take note of all this on this Remembrance Sunday.  The military is not going to be out of a 

job any time soon: the reality of human selfishness, greed, injustice and desire for power will 

guarantee that.  Facing such realities requires vigilance, wisdom, military power and, above all, prayer.  

For God is the ultimate warrior for justice and peace, and prayer is the way to communicate with him.  

As a T-Shirt I own says – “Prayer: the world’s greatest wireless connection!”   

 

Prayer is a powerful weapon that each and every one of us can wield, active-duty, veteran or civilian, 

in the face of the evils I mentioned earlier.  Prayer changes things – in both the unseen and physical 

worlds.  I’ve heard more than once, and even in this week, from those who’ve prayed when in conflict, 

and there are countless tales of God intervening supernaturally in battle.  For we don’t just pray, 

unknowingly, into the ether but to God, who is the all-powerful creator of this universe.   

 

This is the God who said, in Jesus Christ, the night before he died, “Greater love has no-one than this, 

to lay down their life for their brother.”  And then did it.  In the service and love of all people.  Each 

and every one of us.  Civilian and military.  In response, let us follow him and his example.  Let us 

pray, even plead, for our world, as he did, and work self-sacrificially, as he did on the cross, for the 

ultimate healing, justice and peace that he came to bring.  In doing so we will not only honour those 

who have gone before us but act in continuity with what they, and our great Commander in Chief first 

did.   

 

For many of us this service is a grateful and reverent public remembrance but without the poignancy 

of personal loss. For some, precious memory and eternal hope are the only links that remain of 

treasured relationships cut off in their prime by the cruelties of past conflict. For a few, bearing the 

open wounds of recent loss, be it through war, accident, illness or crime, today is especially a day 

when our hearts go out to you.  

 

So let us remember with reverence and gratitude those who have gone. Let us remember with respect 

and affection those who remain.  For we owe them that and, whatever the headlines, God includes 

them all firmly within his plan of redemption.  And, in our remembering, let us all, alongside them, 

take up the weapon of prayer and learn to use it in the service of the justice and peace which those we 

remember today fought for.  It is the ongoing struggle which will usher in the true, eternal kingdom of 

God, in which Remembering becomes, finally, utter Reality.  Amen  


