
25th July 2021  

Trinity 8 

 

Welcome to St Mary's church. 

Seeking to grow in faith through worship, 

prayer and learning together; 

sharing our faith and God’s love  

through service and mission. 

    COLLECT FOR SUNDAY 

Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you 

to direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and 

bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of 

your commandments; that through your most 

mighty protection, both here and ever, we may be 

preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

    POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have 

taken holy things; may the ears which have heard 

your word be deaf to clamour and dispute; may the 

tongues which have sung your praise be free from 

deceit; may the eyes which have seen the tokens of 

your love shine with the light of hope; and may the 

bodies which have been fed with your body be 

refreshed with the fullness of your life; glory to you 

for ever . Amen 

This week  

Date Events 

Tuesday  

27th July 
9am Morning Prayer (by Zoom) 

Thursday 

29th July 
11am Holy Communion (Church) 

1.30pm Stay and Play Party (Hall) 

5pm Wedding Rehearsal (Church) 

Saturday 

31st July  

2pm Wedding (Church) 

Sunday 

1st August 

8am Holy Communion (Church) 

10am Family Worship (Churchyard/

church) 

6.30pm Sung Communion (Zoom) 

To request our Prayer Link team to pray confidentially for 

you or another person, please call Rita Collins on 01489 

576867 

Church Contacts 
Clergy: Revd Mike Terry   01489 808296 

 Revd Nicky-Sue Terry  07786 023963 

 

Church Wardens:  

 Peter Upward   01489 578862 

 Roger Clear    01489 574941 

 

Church Office: 

(weekdays 10am-12noon) 

 Liz, Elaine, & Nichola  01489 570846 

(Please leave a message with contact details on the 

answer phone if the office is closed) 

 Church Hall, 109 Church Road, SO31 9GF 

Email:      enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Website:  www.stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Dear St. Mary’s 

In recent weeks I have found myself reading the book of 

Jeremiah, the prophet. This was a real challenge. The 

reason for this was a sermon. As a minister, I feel that I 

should at least pretend to have a semblance of 

understanding on the topics about which I speak. 
 

The man Jeremiah lived in uncertain times. There was 

political turmoil, empires were rising. As a small nation, 

God’s people were vulnerable. 

 

We, too, live in turbulent times. Recent catastrophic 

floods in Western Europe and record-breaking searing 

heat in the North West of the United States have brought 

Climate change yet again to the fore. Then there is the 

pandemic. How do you feel about England’s ‘Freedom 

Day’? Have you thrown all caution to the wind and 

headed to the nearest night club, packed concert, hoping 

that our church, too, will soon be crammed with 

worshippers?  

 

There is no doubt that we have undergone a long time of 

apprehension, social isolation and among other things, 

that new thing, ‘ZOOM’ church.  

 

All this has given me time to think and read.  My mental 

perambulations have led me to deeper reflections about 

God in the context of this brave new age in which we find 

ourselves. This, however, is the same God who long ago 

called Abraham to up sticks and move to a new place, 

who guided the Jewish nation through trials and 

tribulations, and who sent His son, Jesus, to renew the 

ancient covenant with His people, no longer just a chosen 

nation, but everyone who, as Jesus said, “everyone, who 

has ears, let him hear”.  
 

It’s difficult to ‘hear’ the message of our Christian faith in 

the turmoil and clamour of our modern age. Like 

Jeremiah’s people, we, too, are easily distracted away 

from what is really important in life. That’s when I look 

forward to yet again visiting places where there is 

solitude, nature and real time for God. We are off to 

Scotland, to places associated with the ancients who left 

their worship mark in small stone edifices.  
 

Some years ago, I was lucky enough to be part of a group 

from St. Mary’s who spent a week on Iona, the tiny 

Hebridean island from where St. Columba started his 

mission to the Picts, the forefathers of the Scots. It was a 

most memorable week of reflection, prayer, fellowship, 

excellent food, and a sailing trip. In all those activities I 

found God. I look forward to once again being spiritually 

refreshed, ready once again to minister among you. 

With love and blessings, Eva 

mailto:enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk


Charity for July—Mission to Seafarers 

St Mary’s Church makes a financial gift to our chosen 

charity each month. If you would like to give to this 

month’s charity, please make a donation directly to the 

charity. www.missiontoseafarers.org/donate. 

We remember and pray for the Parish of St Mary's Portchester. 

Clergy: Ian Meredith; Reader: Carol Gay; Youth worker: Daniel Cooke; Administrator: Emma Capps. 

 

We give thanks for the appointment of Daniel as our Youth worker, and ask your prayers for his ministry, which includes 

our successful Connect Youth group on Fridays; pray also for the youth event 'High Tide' to be held at Portchester on 16th 

July. 

Pray for the re start of our branch of the MU on 20th July after many years abeyance, and for Janice Sargent who has taken 

the initiative on this. 

Pray for our plans for a full re-opening of the church from September, and that most people will return to worship, 

particularly the congregation of our Sunday Later Service. 

We give thanks for the good number of new and younger people who have joined our congregation in the past few 

months and pray that they will settle with us, and take their part as members of the Body of Christ here. 

For Tim McIlroy as he nears the completion of his Reader training. 

Services on Sunday 

10am (Church) Holy Communion led by Revd Nicky-Sue Terry and Lynn Buckle. Readings: Psalm126;  

St Matthew 20:20-28  

12.30pm (Church) Baptisms led by Revd Mike Terry 

6.30pm (Zoom) Evensong led by Eva & Peter Upward. Readings: Psalm 94 vs.1-15; Jeremiah 26: 1-15;  

Mark 1: 14 - 20 

Zoom Communion Services. You may like to have a candle to light and some bread and water ready for a 

spiritual Communion. 

Church Services summary of latest guidance:   

Our beautiful Church will be open during daylight hours 

9am to 5pm from 26 July without stewards. 

Although face coverings and social distancing in church 

are now optional, we continue to encourage their use in 

accordance with latest guidelines.   

We will maintain the red & blue row seating system for at 

least the next month.   

We are encouraged to maintain Test and Trace records so 

will maintain the booking system through the office and 

ask you to check in as you arrive.   

We will continue to have hand gel available at the door 

and for use in pews.   

Communion will continue as with our present system 

using intincted wafers.   

We will let ourselves gently into singing: so the choir will 

sing at our main services, but we suggest the congregation 

doesn’t sing during communal worship for the immediate 

future. We’ll review this at the end of August. 

If you wish to attend worship but have concerns, please 

ask to be seated in the rearward pews where ventilation 

will be better, and/or use special cards to place on 

adjacent seats telling others you wish to maintain social 

distance.   

We will maintain one service a month on zoom for those 

who feel unable at this point to return to communal 

worship in church.   

We plan to send out a questionnaire to ask you how you 

will return to worship as St Mary’s so please do watch for 

that and respond to let us know how you’re feeling 

about release from lockdown.  Please talk to vicars and 

wardens with any concerns or questions.  

PCC Secretary—URGENT: we are now in need of 

someone to take on the role as PCC Secretary, as your 

PCC cannot function without one.  

Training will be provided. If you think you could help, or 

know someone who might, please contact the vicars. 

Flower Festival 10th-12th September. Planning for the  

flower festival is well underway and I’m sending out a 

plea for greenery: if you have a Eucalyptus tree please 

don’t prune it as we will need lots of Eucalyptus in 

September. Please call Carol 574879 if you can spare any, 

thank you. 

Private prayer will cease as from Monday 26th July when 

we will revert to the church being open during the day 

all week as it was pre- covid. On behalf of the ministry 

team Peter would like to send sincere thanks to all those 

who have given up their time to man the church through 

this difficult period. It might interest you to know that 

we managed fifty five weeks in this vein and I feel sure 

that many wonderful messages to God were conveyed 

by all sorts of people in so many ways. Thank you again. 

Our Future  Recently we have mentioned potential 

changes to the diocesan structure that will affect every 

parish. For a brief update on this please read or watch 

Mike’s sermon from Sun 18 Jul which is posted under the 

servicestream tab of our website. If you need a hard 

copy please ask the office for one.   

Anxieties about release from Lockdown There is a helpful 

page of 11 hints and tips on this on the NHS Website at 

https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/coronavirus/tips-

to-cope-with-anxiety-lockdown-lifting/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/coronavirus/tips-to-cope-with-anxiety-lockdown-lifting/
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/coronavirus/tips-to-cope-with-anxiety-lockdown-lifting/

