
St Mary Hook with Warsash 

Safeguarding Report 2020 for the APCM  

There have been no safeguarding incidence during the year.  

38 members of the congregation have DBS Clearances of which four are due for renewal and 

there are two new applications which need to be completed. The pandemic has made the 

checking of identity documents rather difficult but hopefully this will resolve itself in due 

course.  Six people completed the C1 basic training course themselves during the year.  

Towards the end of 2020 I updated the Parish Safeguarding Handbook and there are now 

three printed copies available, one in the church office, one in the hall lounge and one which 

I hold. The first two are for quick reference and should not be removed because they include 

the emergency contact telephone numbers in the event of a safeguarding incident.  The copy I 

hold can be borrowed for detailed reading. The handbook is also available on the parish web 

site together with a number of other safeguarding documents and links.  

During the year I was invited to complete a Parish Safeguarding Data Dashboard for the 

parish. At the time the dashboard was a new departure for the Diocese and was only offered 

to St Mary’s and the Cathedral.  Its purpose is to make the task of managing safeguarding 

easier by holding all the required actions in one place. After a little misunderstanding it was 

fully completed with green lights for all the actions.  

During the year the Church of England was heavily criticised by the Independent Enquiry into 

Child Sexual Abuse for its historic treatment of both offenders and their victims. The operative 

word is historic, much has changed in subsequent years and there is now a great deal more 

awareness and understanding of what to do if abuse of a child or vulnerable adult is 

suspected. Whether there are changes to come is not known but one piece of information has 

come to light. The Parish Safeguarding Handbook currently says that “The duty to have due 

regard to guidance under Section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measures 2016 

applies to the handbook.” Apparently, “Due Regard” is to be changed to “Adhere”, in other 

words “you must do it”, which is a significant tightening of the latitude currently in the 

guidance.  

Roger Clear 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 

 

 


