
7th March 2021  

3rd Sunday of Lent 

Welcome to St Mary's church. 

Seeking to grow in faith through worship, 

prayer and learning together; 

sharing our faith and God’s love through 

service and mission. 

    COLLECT FOR SUNDAY 

Eternal God, give us insight to discern your will 

for us, to give up what harms us, and to seek 

the perfection we are promised in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

    Verse of the week: In you, O Lord, I have taken  

    refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me 

     in your righteousness. Turn your ear to me,  

    come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, 

    a strong fortress to save me. Psalm 31:1-2. 

This week  

 

Date Events 

Sunday 

7th March. 

10am Family Worship (Zoom) 

6.30pm Sung Communion (Zoom) 

Monday 

8th March. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Tuesday  

9th March. 
9am Morning Prayer (by Zoom) 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Wednesday  

10th March. 

10am to 12pm Church Open 

Thursday 

11th March. 
10am to 12pm (Church open) 

11am Holy Communion (Zoom) 

Friday 

12th March. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Saturday 

13th March. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Sunday 

14th March 

8am Holy Communion (Zoom) 

10am Sung Communion (Zoom) 

6.30pm Evensong (Zoom) 

To request our Prayer Link team to pray confidentially 

for you or another person, please call Rita Collins on 

01489 576867 

Church Contacts 
Clergy: Revd Mike Terry   01489 808296 

 Revd Nicky-Sue Terry  07786 023963 

 

Church Wardens:   

 Peter Upward   01489 578862 

 Roger Clear    01489 574941 

 

Church Office: 

(weekdays 10am-12noon) 

 Liz, Elaine, & Nichola  01489 570846 

(Please leave a message with contact details on the 

answer phone if the office is closed) 

 Church Hall, 109 Church Road, SO31 9GF 

Email:      enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Website:  www.stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Dear St Mary’s family, 

 

I have always thought that there was a novel inside me! 

Unfortunately like so much of my life it won’t get done 

or written! 

 

Forty or so years ago I remember talking to two of the 

girls I had met at the Toddler group in the village; we 

were discussing what we should like to do when we no 

longer had little ones hanging around. That was the time I 

said I’d love to write a novel. 

 

One of my favourite pastimes is reading; it has always 

been so. I would avidly devour books when I was 

younger. I also have a great love of history so historical 

novels as well as non fiction books were always top of my 

list. 

 

As many of you will know I often weave parts of my life 

story into my sermons. Lockdown has given me plenty of 

time to think of how gracious the Lord has been to me. 

When I look back over the years I am so thankful at the 

amazing life I have had. I have at least been mentioning 

events to my children, as I know I probably won’t ever 

get round to writing things down; even though I was 

given a book 12 years ago in which to do it! 

 

“God meets us where we are in order to take us where 

He wants us to go”. A Facebook quote I saw at the 

weekend which I thought was so apt. 

 

I often used “Dot to dot” pictures when I was teaching 

young children; not just for numbers, but letters of the 

alphabet. I think God is always there to join the dots for 

us, if we let him into our story. can you see where God 

has joined the dots in your life? 

 

“Living His story “ is the Lent course that we are exploring 

in the Western Wards through the wonders of Zoom. The 

book, that the course is based on, is extremely readable 

and as members of different church communities it is so 

special to share each other’s stories. 

 

As we get nearer to the Celebrations that will mark 150 

years of St. Mary’s it will be good to ponder about the 

lives of so many inhabitants of the village whose lives are 

interwoven with it. You may have heard about the Saint 

Mary’s 150th anniversary walk of the cross around our 

parish; the cross will leave the church on Easter Sunday 

and return on the evening of the 11th of September ready 

for the anniversary service the next day. Each night the 

cross will be hosted by a Parishioner. Our village may 

have changed much in the last 150 years but God’s love 

has been unchanging. With love June 
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Charity for March — Action for Children  

St Mary’s Church makes a financial gift to our chosen 

charity each month. If you would like to give to this 

month’s s charity, please make a donation directly to 

the charity. https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/

support-us/make-a-donation/donate-now. 

We remember and pray for the Parish of St Mary's, Portchester 

Vicar: Ian Meredith; Reader: Carol Gay; Administrator: Emma Capps. 

We give thanks to God that we were able to pay our way last year, and for the faithfulness of our members who have 

given so generously. 

We are thankful for the continued fellowship among much of the congregation through this time of lockdown. 

Pray for the continued success of our Tea Room; for the appointment of a part time youth and families worker; and 

for wisdom to know when to begin activities again. 

Pray for Rev David Simpson as he leaves us this week to become Vicar of St Edwards Church, Romford 

Services on Sunday — 10am (Zoom) Family Worship led by Revd Nicky-Sue Terry, Suzanne Schneider and the Family 

Worship Team. Readings:  

6.30pm (Zoom) Sung Communion led by Revd. Bill Day and Eva Upward. Readings: Exodus 20:1-7; John 2:13-22 

 

You may like to have a candle to light and some bread and water ready for a spiritual Communion. 

Zoom link: www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream/ 

Coronavirus Scams – Be Vigilant! – The NHS is the only 

organisation which has access to the vaccine, and will 

never ask for money. Medical or health professionals 

will not come to your home unannounced and 

without prior notification. If anyone attempts to force 

or coerce you into handing over funds – in person or 

otherwise – always contact the police. 

Appointing a new Bishop. The process to appoint a 

new Bishop has begun and The Vacancy in See 

committee wants to hear from as wide a range of 

people from across our diocese with regard to our 

needs, and the skills we wish to see in the next Bishop 

of Portsmouth. To aid this process, the Vacancy in See 

Committee is asking people to respond to a set of 

questions. Please fill in the short survey  by noon on 

10th March 2021. Vacancy in See Questionnaire (you 

may need to copy and paste this link into your 

browser): 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLScbVRBKdH1HBWJXf7fBzvLcyvdhqWB4zTC

uykv5iRtYlgacMA/viewform  

The Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2021 Bishop Christopher 

writes: ‘There will not be a new Appeal this year but I 

invite you to pick up where we left off last year. The 

threats and challenge are just as compelling and 

challenging. Our diocesan commitment is to move 

quickly towards carbon reduction and play our part in 

meeting the Church of England’s intention to be 

carbon free by 2030. And this year, in November, the 

UK hosts a major international climate conference, the 

UN Climate Summit COP26.  

‘Normally we would circulate Lent Appeal envelopes, 

into which you might place donations. Sadly that isn’t 

possible this year. The best way to make donations is 

to do so via your PCC Treasurer – ideally by bank 

transfer, although your parish's treasurer may be 

willing to accept donations by other means. Please 

indicate clearly that your donation is for the Bishop’s 

Lent Appeal. For more information please check the 

info re the 2020 Lent Appeal on Portsmouth Diocese 

website: https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/

lentappeal/  

Live, Pray, Serve – further information:   

https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/our-strategy/  

150th ANNIVERSARY - WALK OF THE CROSS - SIGN-UP 

Hopefully you will have seen the articles in the Jan/Mar 

editions of the Parish News about our plans to Walk a 

Cross around the Parish during the Spring/Summer 

months as part of our 150th Anniversary celebrations.  If 

not - visit the Church website and download the Parish 

News. 

It is now time to register your interest in either hosting 

the cross in your home for one night (or more) and/or 

volunteering to be part of the team that will walk the 

cross from house to house.  If you wish to be part of this 

initiative please call or email the Church Office before the 

end of March to sign-up. 

Any queries - call Bob Bottomley 01489 582093 

The flowers this week are to celebrate the lives of  

Henry Shaw and Eileen Cheshire.   

Henry was born 100 years ago on 7th March 1921 and 

reached the ripe old age of 93 and a half. He had 

many talents including gardening, wood carving, 

topiary and mender of everything! He was Carol 

Barnden’s father. 

Eileen, was the much loved wife of Colin Cheshire, 

died on the 5th March 2019 and is missed every day.  
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