TRANSFIGURATION REVISITED - 08:00/10:00 SUN 14 FEB 2021
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
3 And

even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.
6 For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Mark 9:2-9
The Transfiguration
(Mt 17.1—8; Lk 9.28—36; 2 Pet 1.16—18)
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them
any more, but only Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to
tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
SERMON - TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 14TH FEB 2021
The Transfiguration story occurs every year of the 3 year Lectionary cycle and since it's
included in all of the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, we get to hear it in a
different version each time; although truth be told there are only relatively minor
differences between each of the evangelists' accounts. So I guess that most people will
have heard multiple sermons on this significant event in the life of Jesus and his disciples.
Mark plants the transfiguration right in the middle of his gospel account. It forms the
pivotal climax between the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and its conclusion. It also
connects the promises of the Old Testament Law and Prophets, represented by Moses
and Elijah, with their fulfilment in Jesus, the Son of God. All that dazzling brightness and
cloudy darkness let us know that God’s timelessness is breaking into our time-bound
reality, and the Kingdom of God is here in front of us, drawing us into God’s eternal ‘now.’
Perhaps the greatest challenge about preaching on Transfiguration Sunday is dealing with
the pressure to explain what the Transfiguration means. That's certainly the approach I
took when I last spoke on this subject a few years ago. Somehow we expect that we have
to guide people toward making sense of why the Transfiguration occurred, or how the
story functions within the plots of the Synoptic Gospels, or what symbolic value should be
assigned to the setting and Jesus’ two conversation partners, or whether we should praise
or criticize Peter’s comments. Seriously? When has the idea of a brilliantly glowing holy
figure accompanied by two phantoms ever “made sense,” anyway? Maybe the
transfigured Jesus isn’t supposed to be all figured out. Maybe he’s supposed to be
appreciated. Maybe we should be drawn to him, as if we were moths, and just bask in the
warm wonder of his glow.
The sights and sounds of the Transfiguration suggest that Peter, James and John find
themselves on holy ground, in privileged company. After all, Jesus appears alongside
Moses and Elijah, arguably two of the greatest OT figures in Jewish history. Many things
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made those two ancient prophets great. For one thing, in the Biblical narrative each
shares a moment of striking intimacy with God; Moses in his face-to-face chats with God
on Mount Sinai and Elijah in his strange silent encounter with God on Mount Horeb. When
one is so close to God, everything changes. Impossibilities dissolve. Indeed, some Jews
believe that both of these prophets successfully avoided death and were taken directly into
heaven, as was Jesus at the Ascension. We should also note that both prophets, like
Jesus, laboured to help the people of God remain faithful as they were enticed by
idolatrous religious ideas. And both sought to keep God's people hopeful as they suffered
the burdens of oppressive political systems. That is, Moses’ and Elijah’s closeness to God
wasn’t something to be kept to themselves and hoarded; it motivated and energized them
in their service to others equipping them to know and pursue the Lord themselves.
At the Transfiguration then, Jesus stands in impressive company, sharing the moment with
two others who know what it is to be in close communion with God and to frustrate that
pesky and seemingly unyielding boundary between life and death. The bright light of the
Transfiguration affirms life, a light that shines ahead into Lent to keep that season in
perspective, never without hope and confidence. This light speaks a promise that God is
here. That God is knowable. That God seeks relationship, because God is life.
Since the Transfiguration story makes much of the dazzling glow of Jesus we also need to
pay attention to this unusual manifestation. During this extraordinary event Jesus’ form
changed and his body took on a glorious dimension: a foretaste of post-resurrection glory
perhaps, revealing what was yet to come. It’s as though the veil that hid his pre-existent
glory as the Son of God, was lifted, and for that short time, the disciples saw his unveiled
glory. As if for one brief shining moment God had cracked open the door to the end of
time and the awestruck disciples had seen how history would be transformed and worked
out.
Perhaps the best known earlier example of a face transformed by being in the presence of
God is that of Moses on Mount Sinai, as recorded in the book of Exodus. After Moses had
been in conversation with God about the future life of God’s people, he descends from the
mountain so reflecting the light of God’s glory that he had to cover his face with a veil lest
he frighten the people. Talking about having a shining face, I was once practising a talk I
was going to give at a weekend retreat and when I’d finished one of the team came up to
me and said, Bob, when you’re talking about God and Heaven let your face shine with his
glory, when you’re talking about hell your normal face will do.
But as the glow fades on the Transfiguration mountain top and brutal reality takes it place,
will Peter, James, and John be able to make sense of the event and act based on the
hope that this memory gives? Will we? For once Peter doesn't really know what to say
but his immediate response is to suggest that they build three dwellings, tabernacles in the
Authorized version, one for Moses, one for Elijah, and a third for Jesus. Some biblical
scholars associate Peter's response with the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles which was
considered to be a possible time when God would take control of creation and usher in a
new age of shalom. However, knowing Peter's character his request invites us to look at
another aspect of human nature, that of wanting to prolong a good experience. Peter
wants to prolong this amazing experience. He wants these three to stay a little longer, to
camp out on that holy mountain, so that he can live in the glory of that moment forever.
Maybe we can compare the disciples experience on the mountain to the emotional "high"
that we sometimes experience today in worship or in personal devotion or prayer. I don't
know about you but I've had a number of such 'mountain top' experiences during my faith
journey. One time Brenda and I were leading worship for a renewal weekend at an
Episcopal church in the US. It was a Saturday morning and people were gathering in the
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hall before lunch, sitting around the tables. We sang a couple of songs and then as we
moved into the final song the room just seemed to fill with spiritual energy and in an instant
people were on their feet praising and worshipping God and basking in this incredible
feeling of being in his presence not wanting it to end. Like the disciples we want to make
sense of such things; and, if we're not careful, we can be forever chasing a repeat
experience of that emotional high spending our time and energy seeking out our next
spiritual fix. Yes, I'm sure that the three disciples would have loved to have spent longer
reliving that moment of awe and wonder. And what's wrong with that? Nothing, if there
had been no work waiting for them, or us, at the bottom of the mountain.
If we read on in Mark we find Jesus and the three disciples going back down the mountain
and returning to their normal existence. As usual there were crowds and sick people and
a demon possessed boy and, on this occasion, a big argument taking place. It appears
that the father had asked the disciples to cure the boy but they weren't able. And in verse
19 we find Jesus venting his frustration and anger on his disciples. He obviously had
expected something different from them. Now the word transfiguration means change.
Could it be that the arc of change unveiled on the mountain should also have
encompassed the disciples?
Here at the centre of Mark’s gospel, the transfiguration of Jesus gave Peter, James, and
John a glimpse of resurrection glory outside of time, outside the limitations of their human
understanding. It would give shape for the future, providing them with an assurance of
who Jesus was that would have come back to them after the crucifixion and resurrection.
It was an important moment but, as we've seen, the journey needed to go on. Life is lived
in the valley and on the plains where difficulties and challenges abound.
This time of Lent when we are encouraged to take on small disciplines, or participate in
studies, or open ourselves more deeply to others in our community has the potential to be
a time of transformation for us if we allow it. We have spoken today of moments of wonder
where we are reminded of the goodness of life, and the grace of God. Moments when
light becomes transformed into something significant, drawing our attention to that which is
beyond us. But that wonder and those moments will be of little lasting value unless we
allow them to change us. Moments of wonder can remain a sentimental memory, or they
can turn us to a new direction, a new resolve. They can transform us.
In our day to day life, we don't always hear God as clearly as we'd like. We get confused
about the clarity we saw on the mountaintop, and we can't remember what it was like to
see God face to face. Nonetheless, God goes with us. Though we have to look harder,
listen more carefully, risk more completely, we find God in the valley, on the plains, in the
people, as well as on the mountaintop. So come on down: we've got some good news to
share. Come on down, we've got people to reach. Come on down, we've got a journey to
walk, as we turn with Jesus toward Jerusalem. Come on down and listen afresh this Lent
for that still small voice which calls us by name to follow him and to play our part in building
his kingdom here on earth to his praise and glory.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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