
14th February 2021  

Sunday Before Lent 

Welcome to St Mary's church. 

Seeking to grow in faith through worship, 

prayer and learning together; 

sharing our faith and God’s love through 

service and mission. 

    COLLECT FOR SUNDAY 

Holy God, you know the disorder of our sinful lives: 

set straight our crooked hearts, and bend our wills to 

love your goodness and your glory in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

    Verse of the week: Dear friends, let us love one  

    another, for love comes from God. Everyone who  

    loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever 

    does not love does not know God, because God is  

    love. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of  

    God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we  

    know and rely on the love God has for us.  

    1 Jn 4: 7, 8, 15, 16  

This week  

 

Date Events 

Sunday 

14th Feb. 

8am Holy Communion (Zoom) 

10am Sung Communion (Zoom) 

Monday 

15th Feb. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Tuesday  

16th Feb. 
9am Morning Prayer (by Zoom) 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Wednesday  

17th Feb. 

10am to 12pm Church Open 

Thursday 

18th Feb. 
10am to 12pm (Church open) 

11am Holy Communion (Zoom) 

1pm Funeral in Church 

3.30pm Messy Church (Zoom) 

Friday 

19th Feb. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Saturday 

20th Feb. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Sunday 

21st Feb 

10am Family Communion (Zoom) 

6.30pm Celtic Communion (Zoom) 

To request our Prayer Link team to pray confidentially 

for you or another person, please call Rita Collins on 

01489 576867 

Church Contacts 
Clergy: Revd Mike Terry   01489 808296 

 Revd Nicky-Sue Terry  07786 023963 

 

Church Wardens:   

 Peter Upward   01489 578862 

 Roger Clear    01489 574941 

 

Church Office: 

(weekdays 10am-12noon) 

 Liz, Elaine, & Nichola  01489 570846 

(Please leave a message with contact details on the 

answer phone if the office is closed) 

 Church Hall, 109 Church Road, SO31 9GF 

Email:      enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Website:  www.stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Dear members of St. Mary’s 

Valentine’s day only falls on a Sunday every seven 

years so an opportunity to talk about St Valentine 

and Love can’t be missed.  

Valentinus was a Christian priest in Roman times 

who was persecuted for carrying out Christian 

weddings. He was asked by a judge named Asterius 

to cure his adopted blind daughter’s sight. He 

performed the miracle and the girl’s sight was 

restored but in return Valentinus asked the judge to 

pray and fast and become a Christian. As a result, 

Asterius and 44 members of his household were 

eventually baptised.  

Despite this, Valentinus was still persecuted by the 

Roman authorities and eventually sentenced to 

death by Emperor Claudius. The night before his 

execution on 14
th
 February AD269, he sent a note to 

Asterius’s daughter and signed it “from your 

Valentine”. And so, the tradition of sending a note, 

then a card or flowers, to your loved one is 

supposed to have begun.  

There are lots of forms of love and probably as 

many definitions and descriptions. Love is one of 

those intangible emotional things that almost defies 

explanation but we should not forget that God is 

love. He loved, and still loves, everything He has 

created.  

Out of the Christian persecuting Saul, God created 

Paul who later wrote one of the most fantastic and 

beautiful descriptions of love ever written. Here’s a 

short extract: “Love is patient, love is kind. It does 

not boast it is not proud. It is not rude; it is not self-

seeking it is not easily angered”. It’s in Paul’s first 

letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 13. Even if you 

know the passage please do read it today on this St 

Valentine’s Day.  

Roger Clear 

mailto:enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk


Charity for February — Fareshare Southern Central  

St Mary’s Church makes a financial gift to our chosen 

charity each month. If you would like to give to this 

month’s s charity, please make a donation directly to 

the charity.  https://fareshare.org.uk/donate/   

We remember and pray for the Parish of St John the Evangelist, Fareham 

Staff: Clergy - Revd Bruce Deans; Readers - Chris Ahern, Ian Cranstone, Caroline Deans, Jeremy Hicks,  June Haye, 

JoAnne Newton (Licensed to QA), Brian Powell, Jeannette Poulter; Wardens - Ian Cranstone, Elizabeth Webb;  

Parish Administrator - Helen Andrews 

As part of our care for the community and the world. 

We give thanks for : 

for those in our community and beyond as they seek to look after those who are vulnerable during this difficult time. 

The various organisations who recycle the stamps, coins, spectacles, mobile phones, print cartridges, foil and plastic 

milk bottles we collect  

We request prayers for : 

Lizzie White as she responds to a need for improvement in water supply and sanitation Peru, where she gives training 

about water and sanitation and offers simple filters to remove parasites from drinking water.  

For the many discussion centred around the Parish Organisation/Live Pray Serve and for a clear understanding of Gods 

plan for the Fareham Deanery. 

Services on Sunday — 8am (Zoom) Holy Communion Led by Revd Mike Terry, Sermon Bob Bottomley. 

Readings: 2  Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

10am (Zoom) Sung Communion led by Revd Bill Day, Sermon-Bob Bottomley. Readings: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; 

Mark 9:2-9 

You may like to have a candle to light and some bread and water ready for a spiritual Communion. 

Zoom link: www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream/ 

Coronavirus Scams – Be Vigilant! – The NHS is the only 

organisation which has access to the vaccine, and will 

never ask for money. Medical or health professionals will 

not come to your home unannounced and without prior 

notification. If anyone attempts to force or coerce you 

into handing over funds – in person or otherwise – 

always contact the police. 

Lent Course Our Lent course this year is called ‘God’s 

Story, Our Story’ #Live Lent and is based on the popular 

little Live Lent booklets. It asks how God’s story and our 

story intersect and how we can tell others about them.  

 

ptions to join in include self-study, joining a regular St 

Mary’s homegroup using it or joining others from our 

neighbouring parishes on Thursdays from 8.00-9.00pm 

between 18 Feb and 1 Apr: the vicars plan to be at most 

of these so please let them or the office know if you 

want to do it this way: it’s a wonderful chance to get to 

know some of our lovely neighbours! The link to join is 

us02web.zoom.us/j/87842323670 

Each Thursday group will start with a short video and 

then use zoom break-out rooms for small group 

discussion. The booklets are available free via an app or 

regular email, and there’s a book, ‘Living His Story’, for 

those wanting to delve deeper. 

If you normally get the pewsheet by post and haven’t 

got a booklet, or you can’t access it online, just ask the 

office. They also have some copies of the book (£8 each) 

if you don’t do online orders and want one quickly! This 

stimulating study is open to all and if you’ve never tried 

such a group, now’s the perfect time! More details from 

the vicars and the office, You can access the on-line 

written resources via: www.churchofengland.org/

resources/livelent-2021-church-resources-gods-story-our-

story and videos at: thebigchurchread.co.uk/living-his-

story/   

Food Bank Thank you for your 

generous donations to the Food Bank. 

Please do continue to donate 

especially tinned meat and vegetables. 

These can be left in the church during 

private prayer Monday to Saturday 

10am to 12pm. 

Ash Wednesday St Peter’s, Titchfield, is hosting an online 

service this year, with involvement from 

other local churches. Since we are not able 

to lead a service in church this year St 

Mary’s will join with this joint initiative as 

we start to work more closely in our local 

church cluster. Access the service from St 

Peter’s website: http://www.stpetertitchfield.org.uk/  

Have your bread and water at home ready for spiritual 

communion and ashes available for self-imposition if you 

wish. Ashes available from the office from Mon 15
th
.  

Messy Church at Home 18
th
 Feb – NEW!! 

Register for a Craft Bag by email: 

familiesworker@stmarywarsash.org.uk 

and info about Messy Church on Zoom 

will be sent to you. 

Family Activities for Lent The Lent Course resources page 

also has a great daily activity for families to do 

too!  www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-

02/LiveLent%20Family%20Reflections%202021.pdf 
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