
31st January 2021  

Candlemas 

Welcome to St Mary's church. 

Seeking to grow in faith through worship, 

prayer and learning together; 

sharing our faith and God’s love through 

service and mission. 

    COLLECT FOR SUNDAY 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory 

of Israel: make your home among us, and 

present us pure and holy to your heavenly 

Father, your God, and our God. Amen 

 

    Verse of the week: My eyes have seen your  

    salvation which you have prepared in the sight of 

    all the people, to be a light for revelation to the  

    Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.  

    Luke 2:31-32 

This week  

 
Date Events 

Sunday 

31st Jan. 

8am Holy Communion (Zoom) 

10am Praise Service for Candlemas 

(Zoom) 

Monday 

1st Feb. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Tuesday  

2nd Feb. 
9am Morning Prayer (by Zoom) 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Wednesday  

3rd Feb. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Thursday 

4th Feb. 
10am to 12pm (Church open) 

11am Holy Communion (Zoom) 

Friday 

5th Feb. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Saturday 

6th Feb. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Sunday 

7th Feb 

10am Family Worship (Zoom) 

6.30pm Celtic Communion (Zoom) 

To request our Prayer Link team to pray confidentially 

for you or another person, please call Rita Collins on 

01489 576867 

Church Contacts 
Clergy: Revd Mike Terry   01489 808296 

 Revd Nicky-Sue Terry  07786 023963 

 

Church Wardens:   

 Peter Upward   01489 578862 

 Roger Clear    01489 574941 

 

Church Office: 

(weekdays 10am-12noon) 

 Liz, Elaine, & Nichola  01489 570846 

(Please leave a message with contact details on the 

answer phone if the office is closed) 

 Church Hall, 109 Church Road, SO31 9GF 

Email:      enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Website:  www.stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Dear St. Mary’s church family 

 

The first month of this new year has ended. A year ago no 

one could have guessed at the terrible year that lay ahead 

for the world. In spite of a third lockdown and the 

suffering that it brings to people, time seems to disappear 

at an alarming rate. 

 

It is a struggle for many to remain positive and yet the 

Bible has words of encouragement. People in biblical 

times knew a thing or two about suffering. There were 

plagues aplenty and life was often precarious. That’s when 

faith can help us, faith in a God who is in the midst of 

human suffering. The prophet Jeremiah says this: 

‘For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 

plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future 

and a hope.’ 

 

It is a hope for better times ahead to which we should 

cling. In a month or so there will be signs of renewal in 

nature. Perhaps the weather, too, like last year, will be 

kind to encourage us out of our homes to gain mental 

strength from the beauty that lies quietly, waiting to be 

discovered, all around. It is there, too, that we may 

encounter God away from the troubles of the world. 

 

Change is also afoot in our national church. You may 

have heard about the new initiative ‘Live, Pray, Serve’ 

which will be the motto for the future. Its aim is to equip 

people to Live as disciples of Christ; to Pray and to 

worship, individually and together; and to Serve our local 

neighbourhoods and society together.  

 

I know many of you are already a light for Christ within 

your own patch, caring for others by ensuring that people 

who are unable to get out of their homes, are contacted 

with a phone call. There are those who help in a practical 

way like shopping or donating items to our church food 

box which is taken once a week to the nearest Food bank. 

Our weekly services via Zoom are well attended, 

providing spiritual nourishment even in a time when it is 

not possible to worship in our lovely old church. In this, 

our 150th anniversary year, it is important to remind 

those who live in our community that there is still a 

vibrant Christian presence in this place. May we be 

blessed in all we do: it is Christ who goes before us. 

With love and prayers, 

Eva Upward 

mailto:enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk


Charity for February — Fareshare Southern Central  

St Mary’s Church makes a financial gift to our chosen 

charity each month. If you would like to give to this 

month’s s charity, please make a donation directly to 

the charity.  https://fareshare.org.uk/donate/   

We remember and pray  

Gracious God, 

as we remember before you the thousands who have died, 

surround us and all who mourn with your strong compassion. 

Be gentle with us in our grief, 

protect us from despair, 

and give us grace to persevere 

and face the future with hope 

in Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

In response to reaching the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19, the Archbishops invite all to call on 

God in Prayer. Starting on 1 February we invite you to set aside time every evening to pray, particularly at 6pm each 

day. More than ever, this is a time when we need to love each other. Prayer is an expression of love. https://

www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation 

Services on Sunday— 8am (Zoom) Holy Communion led by Revd. Roger Moseley. Readings: Hebrews 2:14-18; 

Luke 2:22-40  

10am (Zoom) Praise Service for Candlemas Led by Revds Nicky-Sue  & Mike Terry . Readings: Luke 2:22-40; 

Hebrews 2:14-18 

You may like to have a candle to light and some bread and water ready for a spiritual Communion. 

Private Prayer With many thanks to Peter Upward, 

who runs the rota, and to all those who volunteer to 

provide a welcome in the church, St Mary’s remains 

open for private prayer from Monday to Saturday each 

week from 10.00 am to midday. Please continue to 

come to pray in our beautiful church and let those 

know about it who would appreciate time in a holy 

space to replenish their own spiritual batteries. 

Coronavirus Scams – Be Vigilant! – The NHS is the only 

organisation which has access to the vaccine, and will 

never ask for money. Medical or health professionals 

will not come to your home unannounced and without 

prior notification. If anyone attempts to force or coerce 

you into handing over funds – in person or otherwise – 

always contact the police. 

150th Recipe Booklet If you have a favourite recipe 

with a story behind it that you would like to share, 

please send to Mo Colyer, by email, c/o the Office. 

Thank you!  

The 10am service. We will be trying breakout rooms 

on Sunday after our 10am service for people to chat 

and have a coffee together, so come prepared to join 

in with one. 

Lent Course Our Lent course this year is called ‘God’s 

Story, Our Story’ #Live Lent and is based on the 

popular little Live Lent booklets. It asks how God’s 

story and our story intersect and how we can tell 

others about them. Options to join in include self-

study, joining a regular St Mary’s homegroup using it 

or joining others from our neighbouring parishes on 

Thursdays from 8.00-9.00pm between 18 Feb and 1 

Apr: the vicars plan to be at most of these so please let 

them or the office know if you want to do it this way: 

it’s a wonderful chance to get to know some of our 

lovely neighbours! Each Thursday group will start with 

a short video and then use zoom break-out rooms for 

small group discussion.  The booklets are available free 

via an app or regular email, and there’s a book, ‘Living 

His Story’, for those wanting to delve deeper.  We’ll 

send booklets to those who normally get the pewsheet 

by post and a few more will be available if you can’t 

access it online: just ask the office. Liz will also order 

books if you don’t do online orders.  This stimulating 

study is open to all and if you’ve never tried such a 

group, now’s the perfect time! More details from the 

vicars and office  https://www.churchofengland.org/
resources/livelent-2021-church-resources-gods-story-our-story   

Food Bank If you are able to please do 

donate to the food bank boxes in 

Church. Monday - Saturday 10.00 am - 

12.00 noon. The contributions will be 

taken into The Fareham Food Bank. 

There is a bigger than usual need for 

assistance at present. Thank you. 

Ash Wednesday St Peter’s, 

Titchfield, is hosting an online 

service this year, with 

involvement from other local 

churches. Since we are not able to 

lead a service in church this year 

St Mary’s will join with this joint 

initiative as we start to work 

more closely in our local church cluster. More details 

will follow next week.   
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