
Holy Communion 10 Jan 21:   Baptism of Christ:  Acts 19:1-7;  Mk 1:4-11:  Mike Terry 

 

Pray.  Today we remember and celebrate the baptism of Christ, a significant moment in 

Jesus’ own life when his ministry and mission were affirmed publicly by his heavenly Father 

and the Spirit descended visibly on him, in the form of a dove.  It is, notably, celebrated 

very close to the feast of Epiphany, which was on Wednesday.  Epiphany means showing 

forth, and at Epiphany we remember the arrival of the wise men in Bethlehem, symbolising 

the showing forth of God’s Messiah particularly to the Gentiles, non-Jews like us.   

 

Christ’s baptism was another time of showing forth God’s chosen Messiah, this time to the 

Jews who had come to John for baptism.  So perhaps you can call Jesus’ baptism the 

moment of his adult Epiphany, when he was shown to be God’s chosen Messiah again, at a 

new and crucial stage of his life as he was about to embark on a new phase of his life’s 

ministry.   

 

But perhaps equally importantly, at his baptism, Jesus’ own sonship was most positively 

affirmed by his heavenly Father, giving Jesus himself a renewed sense of security in his own 

relationship with God before he was ‘driven by the Spirit into the wilderness’ to be tempted 

by the devil (read on into verses 12 and 13!).  From there, of course, he embarked on a self-

sacrificial ministry that led to his own utterly humiliating death on the cross.  So while it was 

important that others saw God’s choice of Jesus, it was equally vital for Jesus to start this 

new phase of his own life in the security of his own chosen-ness and love by God.  Why do 

I mention this?  For two main reasons. 

 

Firstly, as we start this new period of lockdown perhaps we need to be renewed and 

affirmed in our own sense of being a much-loved child of God – that is such a security when 

we face temptations and trials from many quarters.  Remember that though it may not 

seem like it at the time, God will never totally abandon us or forsake us, his beloved 

children.   

 

Secondly, I believe that all of us here at St Mary’s are being called into a new phase of our 

corporate and personal ministries – which is to show forth Christ more clearly and 

positively to those around us – in our parish generally, amongst our friends and family, and 

to those amongst whom we work and live.  This is signalled to me partly by our Diocese’s 

call to focus more on outward-facing mission in the upcoming restructuring but also and 

more importantly by the state of the world I see around me.   

 

But how can we do this?  The clue, I think, is in the Baptist’s gospel statement and in our 

epistle.  It’s that sometimes contentious phrase, baptism in the Holy Spirit.  We will all 

understand baptism in water as being the entry to the church as we leave behind our old 

life, as we are washed clean from sin and start a new life in Christ, as the baptism liturgy has 

it.  Water baptism is the mark of our desire to follow Christ as a Christian.  Baptism in the 

Holy Spirit, although a fully biblical phrase, has received a bad press in recent decades, with 

connotations of erratic, unpredictable, even unacceptable and thoroughly un-British 

behaviour!   

 

However, as I read these lessons, I believe it is neither more nor less than being given the 

power to live out our baptismal desire to follow Jesus.  Indeed in the early church it was 

taken as the norm for baptised believers to ‘receive the Holy Spirit’ in a special and notable 

way.  In the case of the Ephesian believers this was given in a separate way and at a, 

slightly, different time, to their baptism in water.   

 



That was also my experience.  There was no particularly dramatic experience for me but as 

with those Ephesian believers I have found myself able to pray in a language I don’t 

understand, which is very powerful, and to sometimes have leadings and hints from God to 

visit people or to say particular things that I wouldn’t have, naturally, thought of, or to 

pray in a particularly powerful way.  But trust me, it’s not about being in a constant state of 

super-spiritual ecstasy!  I just couldn’t do this job without it.   

 

More, our gospel shows that Jesus himself needed this Baptism in the Holy Spirit before 

starting the new phase of his ministry: if Jesus needed it, who are we to say we can do 

without it, especially as we are being called into our new phase of ministry!  We are all 

called to ‘show forth Christ to the world’ around us – that has always been true.  But from 

what I read in the news, what I see in society, and what I hear from the church nationally, I 

believe we are all being called to make Christ known in a new, more positive, even urgent, 

way.  Our society needs us to show them Jesus more than ever before, in word, in deed, in 

love, in peace, in certainty and in the power of the Spirit.  Unless we all play our part we 

may not have a St Mary’s in which to celebrate a 175
th
 anniversary!   

 

To return to my question, how can we do this?  Very simply – like those Ephesian believers, 

we just ask God for the fulness of his Holy Spirit to help us fulfil our baptism and 

confirmation promises.  Then, as we sense his leading, we learn to follow it and trust the 

outcome to God.  And, having asked once, keep on asking for more of God’s Spirit as, in 

his grace, there’s always more he’s willing to give to those who ask him.  And then let’s see 

what God will do in partnership with us – who knows what could happen!  That’s the 

exciting part!   

 

So, in our 150
th
 year, let’s commit ourselves to showing forth more of Jesus with others, his 

love, forgiveness and new life; let’s do it in confidence with the power of the Holy Spirit 

and let’s do it in full assurance that we are, like Jesus, God’s much-loved children.  Amen,   

 

Let’s pray.  Be still and hold out your hands to receive and calm yourselves inside.  

Heavenly Father, we want to hear you say that we are your much-loved children.  At the 

start of this new year and new phase of our mission, fill us with your Holy Spirit to give us 

that assurance, and the confidence to share your love more openly with those around us.  

In Jesus name, Amen. 
 


