
6th December 2020  

Advent 2  

Welcome to St Mary's church. 

Seeking to grow in faith through worship, 

prayer and learning together; 

sharing our faith and God’s love through 

service and mission. 

    COLLECT FOR SUNDAY 

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that 

when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge 

and saviour we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God. Amen 

 

    Verse of the week: Say to the anxious “Be strong!  

    Fear not! Your God is coming with judgement;  

    coming with judgement to save you! The  

    ransomed of the Lord will return with singing;  

    everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness  

    and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and  

    sighing will flee away.”  From Is 35; 4, 10   

This week  

 
Date Events 

Sunday 

6th Dec. 

10am Family Worship Christingle (by 

Zoom) 

6.30pm Celtic Communion (in Church) 

Monday 

7th Dec. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Tuesday  

8th Dec 
9am Morning Prayer (by Zoom) 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Wednesday  

9th Dec. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Thursday 

10th Dec. 
10am to 12pm (Church open) 

 

Friday 

11th Dec. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Saturday 

12th Dec. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Sunday 

13th Dec. 

10am Sung Communion (by Zoom) 

6.30pm Carols at St. Mary’s (in Church/

on Zoom and Facebook) 

St Mary 

Hook with Warsash 

To request our Prayer Link team to pray confidentially 

for you or another person, please call Rita Collins on 

01489 576867 

Church Contacts 
Clergy: Revd Mike Terry   01489 808296 

 Revd Nicky-Sue Terry  07786 023963 

 

Church Wardens:   

 Peter Upward   01489 578862 

 Roger Clear    01489 574941 

 

Church Office: 

(weekdays 10am-12noon) 

 Liz, Elaine, & Nichola  01489 570846 

(Please leave a message with contact details on the 

answer phone if the office is closed) 

 Church Hall, 109 Church Road, SO31 9GF 

Email:      enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Dear St Mary’s family, 

It was wonderful this week to lead our first Thursday 

Communion in church since mid-March: what a joy! 

The warmth of fellowship and sense of the Spirit’s 

presence was marvellous! But our readings, from Hosea 

1 and Mark 9: 33-46, told us of the very surprising and 

unexpected, almost shocking, ways in which God 

speaks at times.  

I think God uses such stories to challenge our 

perspectives on how he wants us to relate to him, our 

neighbour and the world around us – his world. So 

often we talk about our world as if we possess it. While 

it is our world in the sense that we inhabit it, ultimately 

it’s God’s world, not ours, so our perspective must 

change radically, from self-focus to God- and other-

focus. That’s what God was saying to his people in 

those Communion readings.  

Similar themes of change and refocussing are being 

explored in our Advent Group and our Diocesan ‘Live 

Pray Serve’ (LPS) vision mentioned in our pew sheet 

two weeks ago. Perhaps two good questions to reflect 

and pray on this Advent might be: ‘How can I refocus 

my own discipleship, to love and serve God and 

neighbour better?’ and ‘What changes to our corporate 

life would allow us to focus more on those God loves 

who are currently outside his group of followers?’ 

These are questions at the heart of both Advent and 

LPS.   

The pandemic has emphasised the need to consider 

these questions in our churches, particularly due to 

significant financial pressures on our diocese. Changes 

to our current parish structures are inevitable relatively 

soon. So, as well as praying for yourselves please pray 

this Advent for those who will be involved in thinking 

and praying about this, especially our Deanery Synod, 

Wardens and priests, Liz Simpson and Ian Meredith as 

lay and clergy Chairs of Deanery Synod, and the wider 

diocesan staff as we seek the best way forward under 

God for His Church in our area. As you pray, be open 

for anything God may reveal to you, and don’t be 

afraid to share it! Above all, don’t fear such change; 

remember that the biggest change God seeks is not our 

church structures but in our own individual hearts and 

minds, so we’ll be more conformed to the likeness of 

his Son, our coming Saviour, Jesus Christ. Be blessed! 

With our love and blessings, Mike & Nicky-Sue  

mailto:enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk


Charity for December — Church Homeless Trust St Mary’s 

Church makes a financial gift to our chosen charity each 

month. If you would like to give to this month’s charity, 

please make a donation directly to the charity.  

https://churchhomelesstrust.org.uk/donate  

We remember and pray for the Parish of St John, the Evangelist Fareham 

Staff: Clergy - Revd Bruce Deans; Readers - Chris Ahern, Ian Cranstone, Caroline Deans, June Haye, Jeremy Hicks, JoAnne 

Newton (Licensed to QA), Brian Powell, Jeannette Poulter; Wardens - Ian Cranstone, Elizabeth Webb 

Parish Administrator - Helen Andrews 

We give thanks, that you are the God of yesterday, today and tomorrow. So often we can see the beginnings of things, but 

not the end, and we wonder where life might lead. Teach us to take each moment as it comes and leave the future to you. 

We request prayers for those who are tired, exhausted by the pressures of life and the daily demands placed upon them 

especially during these difficult times. Loving Lord renew our strength and help us get through. 

We also pray for Archdeacon Gavin Collins on his recent appointment as Bishop of Dorchester. We give thanks for his 

ministry in this diocese and his support to many in this deanery. 

Services on Sunday—  8am Please use one of the BCP Communion Service recordings  

10am by Zoom Family Worship with Christingle led by Simon Barnett and the Family Worship Team. Readings: 1 

Peter 2:9-10 

6.30pm in Church Celtic Communion led by Revd Mike Pye and Peter Upward: Readings: Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8. 

You may like to have some bread and water to take during Communion. 

For zoom services, please have the order of service available, either in hard copy or electronically, so you can join in with 

the responses and hymns. It will be on our website: http://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream/  

If you do not already have Zoom downloaded on your phone, tablet or computer either download "Zoom Cloud Meetings" 

from your normal App Store to your device in advance or, when you click the yellow button on our website "Join St Mary's 

current online service here" you will be prompted to download the necessary Zoom software. You will then be let into the 

service. You do not need to set up an Account with Zoom if you are following our link. We hope to 'see' you on Sunday 

Corporate Worship Praise the Lord that we have been able 

to worship together in church this week! We held a Ministry 

Team meeting last week to look at what we can achieve, 

within the guidance, over the Christmas period and you will 

see the fruit of our labours on the notice that comes with this 

pew sheet mailing. Of course this programme is dependent 

on the guidance not changing, and all our teams remaining 

well and able to support it, so do keep an eye on the website 

calendar for any updates.  

There will be a mixture of services purely on Zoom and 

services only in church, and we are finalising investigations 

into how to Zoom/stream services from church to our 

Facebook page. We will also try to pre-record Messy Church 

videos for next week and our Crib service to be streamed at 

3 pm on Christmas Eve. Please continue to pray for all those 

planning and supporting our services for the season.  

Do also continue coming to church for private prayer, now 

10.00–12.00 Mon-Sat and let your friends know about it too.  

Advent Group Nicky-Sue is leading a 4-week Advent 

group discussion using the fascinating Cover to Cover book-

let ‘Unexpected Jesus’. Session 2 is on Mon, 2.00–3.00pm or 

Wed, 8.00–9.00pm and it’s not too late to sign up with 

Nicky-Sue or the office! Books are available from the office 

at £5.50 or you can find it on Kindle. You can attend either 

session each week and join using our website ‘Join Next Ser-

vice’ tab. Or get the book and discuss it with a friend if you 

can’t attend either session! 

Faith Review  The Government is undertaking a review on 

how beneficial faith is to our society. We can contribute 

until 11 Dec and we would encourage you all to do so. It 

need only take 15 minutes to complete. Online, type ‘Faith 

Engagement Review: Call for evidence’ into the search bar 

of FAITH ENGAGEMENT REVIEW - CALL FOR EVIDENCE 
(office.com)  

Musical Interlude  Immaculate vintage SX-3500R National 

electronic organ seeks new home with someone, or an 

organisation, who would appreciate and use it. It has two 

44 key manuals, an octave of pedals, selection of tones, 

voices, presets and rhythms. Size: 111 x 92 x 59 cm, plus a 

stool. For collection details and further info contact Pete 

Joinson on pete.joinson@ntlworld.com  

Thank You!  The Vicars, Wardens and Treasurers have been 

amazed at God’s goodness to us all at St Mary’s in so many 

ways during the pandemic. In particular, we’ve seen how, 

although our financial income has fallen, so have some of 

our costs and we’ve had more one-off gifts to help us stay 

afloat financially, while paying our Parish Share to the 

Diocese in full. Gifts have ranged in size hugely but each one 

is significant and equal in God’s eyes. Don’t forget that you 

can also use Easy Fund Raising or Smile-Amazon, who will 

donate to St Mary’s when we buy our Christmas shopping 

online. Thank you for your ongoing generosity to God’s 

work through our church: we can’t do it without you!  

Church Charity Christmas Card sadly we won’t be 

able to put up this communal card in church this year but 

don’t let that stop you giving to a charity of your choice as 

income to most charities has fallen dramatically this year 

but the needs in our society have increased.  

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/donate
http://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EGg0v32c3kOociSi7zmVqLAvxFsmpeJAuen06HIiI0VUNk0zOUg1TUdBSzk0NE8wWlVWTEZEMUZCUS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EGg0v32c3kOociSi7zmVqLAvxFsmpeJAuen06HIiI0VUNk0zOUg1TUdBSzk0NE8wWlVWTEZEMUZCUS4u
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