
20th December 2020  

Advent 4 

Welcome to St Mary's church. 

Seeking to grow in faith through worship, 

prayer and learning together; 

sharing our faith and God’s love through 

service and mission. 

    COLLECT FOR SUNDAY 

Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of 

your Son, so we wait for his coming in glory; 

bring us through the birth pangs of this present 

age to see, with her, our great salvation in Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

    Verse of the week: We have seen his star in the 

    east and have come to worship him. Matt 2:2  

This week and Next 

 

Date Events 

Sunday 

20th Dec. 

10am Family Communion and Nativity (in 

Church) 

6.30pm Nine lessons and Carols (in 

Church) 

Monday 

21st Dec. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Tuesday  

22nd Dec 
9am Morning Prayer (by Zoom) 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Wednesday  

23rd Dec. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Thursday 

24th Dec. 
No Private Prayer 

3pm Crib Service (on Facebook) 

11.30pm Midnight Communion (in Church) 

Friday 

Christmas Day 

10am Family Christmas Communion (in 

Church only) 

Saturday 

26th Dec. 

No Private Prayer 

Sunday 

27th Dec. 

No Services in St. Mary’s Please access the 

live online Cathedral Service at 9.30am 

Sunday  

3rd Jan. 

Please access the live online Cathedral 

Service at 9.30am. 

12pm Baptism 

6.30pm Celtic Communion 

Week Comm 

4th Jan 

10am—12pm Church Open for Private 

Prayer 

St Mary 

Hook with Warsash 

To request our Prayer Link team to pray confidentially for 

you or another person, please call Rita Collins on 01489 

576867 

Church Contacts 
Clergy: Revd Mike Terry   01489 808296 

 Revd Nicky-Sue Terry  07786 023963 

 

Church Wardens:   

 Peter Upward   01489 578862 

 Roger Clear    01489 574941 

 

Church Office: 

(weekdays 10am-12noon) 

 Liz, Elaine, & Nichola  01489 570846 

(Please leave a message with contact details on the answer 

phone if the office is closed) 

 Church Hall, 109 Church Road, SO31 9GF 

Email:      enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk 

As I started to write this I looked out of the window 

and saw a flurry in the trees. It was a tiny finch, 

working its way up and down a pine tree seeking seeds 

or bugs (I don’t know which) to eat. A coaltit appeared 

on a bush immediately outside, looking in at me in a 

bright and cheeky way before flitting off to who-knows

-where to do who-knows-what. These little splashes of 

light, life and colour appeared as I was preparing our 

Christmas services and wrestling with thoughts about 

the future organisation of our parish, deanery and 

diocese. There are some significant and urgent issues to 

address about our future as a church in this area but 

these little moments of external activity refreshed my 

soul and reminded me of the greater joy beyond the 

bounds of immediate and seemingly intractable 

matters.   

So often we lose sight of the little things that God sends 

our way to remind us of his presence with us. The 

international news, the national headlines, local 

Coronavirus restrictions and things in our own private 

lives can all conspire to distract us from the 

fundamental truths of our faith.  

At this time of year, I think the simplest way to sum up 

our faith is the single word “Immanuel” which means 

‘God with us’. For he is surely with us in the little things 

as well as the big things, whether we can sense his 

presence or not. And one of the reasons the church 

keeps the seasons of Advent and Lent is to give us time 

to remind ourselves of how to look for those little signs 

of God with us, time to pause and notice, time to re-

collect ourselves in His presence, even as we bear our 

concerns for His world into His presence in prayer.  

So, this week, as we change our church colours from 

the reflective, penitential purple of Advent to the pure, 

pristine and glorious white and gold of the joy-filled 

Christmas season, let’s learn again to look for those 

little things, like the birds outside my study window, 

that point us to the bigger things, and the greatest truth 

of all! Immanuel! 

O come, let us adore him – Christ the Lord!   

With our thanks for you love and support, and with 

our blessings and prayers for a peaceful and joy-filled 

Christmas, Mike & Nicky-Sue 

mailto:enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk


Charity for December — Church Homeless Trust St Mary’s 

Church makes a financial gift to our chosen charity each 

month. If you would like to give to this month’s charity, 

please make a donation directly to the charity.  

https://churchhomelesstrust.org.uk/donate  

We remember and pray for the Parish of St John’s, Locks Heath 

Vicar: In Vacancy Curate: Mike Moritz; Children & Families Team Leader: Hazel Foster; Churchwardens: Trevor Pritchard & 

Linda Miatt; Verger: Roger Pickard; Office Staff: Abi Elshaw & Liz Morgan 

We give thanks for: The 'Nativity Experience', The 'Advent Window Trail', The 'Follow the QR Code' walk; for all that were 

involved. The team of people that puts together online services, newsletters, activities, quizzes, gift boxes and other things 

to keep the church and community connect, even in lockdown. 
We pray for: All the Christmas activities and services, that Christ would be known through these, as people hear the 'Good 

News' told through pictures, art, fun, music and messages. The Alpha Course which starts in January. The children’s work as 

we develop new ways to connect and disciple young people. The Church during the vacancy.  The next vicar - that God will 

prepare his/her heart and the right person will be selected to take the church forward.  

Services on Sunday—http://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream/  
10am Family Communion and Nativity (church only) is led by “Revds Nicky-Sue & Mike Terry”. Readings: 20 Dec 10am 

Nativity ‘based on Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-20; Mat 2:1-12’   

6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols (church, zoom and Facebook) 

11.30pm Midnight service: Hebs 1:1-4; John 1:1-14 (church, zoom and Facebook) 

25 Dec 10am Christmas Family Communion (church only) ‘based on Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-20; Mat 2:1-12’   

Corporate Worship Praise the Lord that we are able to 

worship together in church over the Christmas season!  

We will have a mixture of services: by Zoom only, in 

Church only and Zoom/live-stream from church. We are 

most grateful to Anthony Alsford and Iain Wilkie for all 

their hard work to enable this last option to be used for: 

Carols at St Mary’s; Nine Lessons and Carols, and 

Midnight Communion.  The ability to zoom and live-

stream from church is very labour-intensive and we will 

not be able to sustain it after Christmas so do make the 

most of this great opportunity, if you can, do join our 

church worship online from the comfort of your own 

home!   

The number of services is reduced from previous years due 

to Covid restrictions and the need to ensure the church is 

clean between uses, and numbers attending services is also 

limited. This has implications for our booking system – 

explained elsewhere on the pew sheet. Our programme 

also depends on the guidance not changing, and all our 

teams remaining well and able to support it, so keep a 

close eye on the website calendar for any updates.   

Please continue to pray for those planning and supporting 

our services for the season, and for those who, for 

whatever reason, will be saddened by being unable to join 

our corporate worship in church this year.  Do also 

continue coming to church for private prayer from 10.00–

12.00 Mon-Wed and let your friends know about it too. 

There will be no Private Prayer from 24
th
 Dec to 4

th
 Jan. 

Booking for Christmas Services in Church can be made 

via the office. Please book via phone or email as soon as 

possible. We will focus on different types of service for 

different age- groups to give the best opportunity for as 

many as possible to worship corporately in a way they 

will feel most comfortable. Depending on numbers 

booking, it may also mean that you can only come to 

one Christmas service in church. However, our ability to 

broadcast three of our services means that you will be 

able to join online from home so can ‘attend’ more than 

once. 

Briefly – we will prioritise bookings for young families at 

the 10.00 Nativity Communion Service and the Christmas 

10.00 service, and will prioritise bookings for adults at 

the Carols at St Mary’s, Nine Lessons and Carols, and 

Midnight Mass.  

To give us the most flexibility when allocating places, 

when you book please make clear your order of 

preference for each service you wish to attend.  

It is essential to book if you are taking part in a service 

by reading, praying or being a sidesperson as you (and 

anyone accompanying you) will not be booked in 

automatically.  

We ask you to extend grace and prayers to the Office, 

the Ministry Team and everyone in the St Mary’s family 

as we seek to give as many as possible the chance to 

worship in Church this Christmas. With our love and 

blessings, Mike & Nicky-Sue 

Isaiah 40: 28-31 applies even to our amazing and 

seemingly tireless Church Office team – look it up 

yourselves! To give them a break after all they’ve given 

us so unstintingly without any time off during the 

pandemic the office will be closed from Christmas Eve to 

4 Jan 21. Emails will continue to be monitored. Thanks to 

all that wonderful team! 

Services 27
th
 Dec & 3

rd
 Jan Please note that we will not be 

able to run any services on 27
th
 Dec nor a 10am service 

on 3
rd
 Jan. Instead please access the live Cathedral service 

at 9.30 am on each of these days using 

www.facebook.com/portsmouthcathedral.  

There will be a 6.30pm Celtic Communion on 3
rd
 Jan in 

church. 

The next Pewsheet will come out on Friday 8
th
 Jan. 

Comfort & Joy Booklets The national church has pub-

lished another of their excellent little daily devotional 

booklets to help us focus on God’s greater reality in the 

middle of all our current discomfort. From Christmas Day 

to 2 Jan, Comfort and Joy invites us to hear again the 

message of the angels: the good news of God’s unfailing 

love for a world that is weary and hurting. You can 

download the app from www.churchofengland.org/

ComfortAndJoy or there are booklets in church and the 

office for those who cannot access the app.   

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/donate
http://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream/
http://www.facebook.com/portsmouthcathedral
http://www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy
http://www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy

