
13th December 2020  

Advent 3 

Welcome to St Mary's church. 

Seeking to grow in faith through worship, 

prayer and learning together; 

sharing our faith and God’s love through 

service and mission. 

    COLLECT FOR SUNDAY 

    God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John  

    the Baptist to prepare the ways of your Son: give us 

    courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice,  

    and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ 

    our Lord. Amen 

 

    Verse of the week: O LORD, you are my God; I will 

    exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect  

    faithfulness you have done marvellous things, things  

    planned long ago. Isaiah 25:1 

This week  

 

Date Events 

Sunday 

13th Dec. 

8am Holy Communion (in Church) 

10am Sung Communion (by Zoom) 

6.30pm Carols in St. Mary’s (in Church) 

Monday 

14th Dec. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Tuesday  

15th Dec 
9am Morning Prayer (by Zoom) 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

5pm Wedding Rehearsal  

Wednesday  

16th Dec. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

2.30pm Wedding 

Thursday 

17th Dec. 
10am to 12pm (Church open) 

11am Holy Communion (in Church) 

Friday 

18th Dec. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

4pm Wedding Rehearsal 

Saturday 

19th Dec. 

No Private Prayer 

11am Wedding  

Sunday 

20th Dec. 

10am Family Communion and Nativity 

(in Church) 

6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols (in 

Church) 

St Mary 

Hook with Warsash 

To request our Prayer Link team to pray confidentially 

for you or another person, please call Rita Collins on 

01489 576867 

Charity for December — Church Homeless Trust St Mary’s 

Church makes a financial gift to our chosen charity each 

month. If you would like to give to this month’s charity, 

please make a donation directly to the charity.  

https://churchhomelesstrust.org.uk/donate  

Church Contacts 
Clergy: Revd Mike Terry   01489 808296 

 Revd Nicky-Sue Terry  07786 023963 

 

Church Wardens:   

 Peter Upward   01489 578862 

 Roger Clear    01489 574941 

 

Church Office: 

(weekdays 10am-12noon) 

 Liz, Elaine, & Nichola  01489 570846 

(Please leave a message with contact details on the 

answer phone if the office is closed) 

 Church Hall, 109 Church Road, SO31 9GF 

Email:      enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Dear friends at St. Mary’s 

 

In 1964 I was ordained in the magnificent St Paul’s 

cathedral in London. I had a vision of God moving 

to change the church to minister to a rapidly 

changing world. However I had been brought up 

and trained within the Church of England, a 

conservative and traditional body rooted in history 

and formality. All around me the 60s were bringing 

about a completely new and different environment. 

I was talking in a language which rapidly became as 

understandable to the population as Latin and Greek 

was to me! 

 

Over the next 60 years there has been a seed change 

in the way we live and relate to one another and the 

Church has been struggling to keep up. 

 

This Advent we are looking at how Jesus came into 

the world in a rather different way. “The  

Unexpected Jesus!”.  Not the familiar “ Come thou 

long expected.....” 

 

Jesus came as prophesied but was not recognised.  

Read chapter 1 of St John’s Gospel. Very few “ 

received “ Him but to those who did had the 

opportunity to become “Sons of Daughters “ of God 

and that is our heritage. We carry Jesus wherever we 

go and though we haven’t been able to celebrate in 

church He has never left us. We have not been in 

church but He has united us when we pray. Zoom 

has helped. Is God showing us how to take Him out 

without all the formality and traditions we cling to?  

 

In the carol we sing “ be born in us today (again.)” I 

believe God is fulfilling the vision I had 60yrs ago 

here and now. Let’s all rejoice that the promises of 

Christmas are real and being brought true in and 

through us. 

Rev Roger Moseley. 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/donate
mailto:enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk


We remember and pray for the Parish of Holy Trinity and St Columba. Stipendiary Clergy:  Sally Davenport, Greg Bakker, 

Wendy May Jacobs; PTO clergy: Ann Burr, Michael Cooper, Ruth Jagger, Judy Henning, Doreen Jackson, Sylvia Martin; 

Reader: David Inns; Churchwardens: Judi Bushell, Clive Ellam, Philip Dickinson 

We pray for: asylum-seekers in the Portsmouth area, those known to us and those not known to us, who are experiencing 

particular isolation at this time 

all those bereaved to whom we are connected in our parish, unable to gather together freely to mourn, remember and 

comfort each other as they long to do 

our joyful and faithful marking of the liturgical year under very unusual circumstances 

We give thanks for: the wonderful outreach of Debbie and our Messy Church team to so many children and their families, 

in and out of season 

 the work we are currently undergoing around disability towards becoming a more inclusive parish 

the continuing generosity of our members, of their time, their money, their talents, especially our musicians 

Services on Sunday— 8am in Church led by Revd Mike Terry and June Ward. Readings: Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11;John 1:6-

8,19-28 

10am by Zoom Sung Communion led by Reve. Mike Terry and June Ward. Readings: Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11;John 1:6-

8,19-28 

6.30pm in Church Carols in St. Mary’s led by Revd Nicky-Sue Terry and Eva Upward: Readings: Isaiah 9: 2,6,7; 

Luke: 1: 26-38; Titus 2:1-11, 3:4-7 

Corporate Worship Praise the Lord that we are able to 

worship together in church over the Christmas season!  

We will have a mixture of services: by Zoom only, in 

Church only and Zoom/live-stream from church. We are 

most grateful to Anthony Alsford and Iain Wilkie for all 

their hard work to enable this last option to be used for: 

Carols at St Mary’s; Nine Lessons and Carols, and 

Midnight Communion.  The ability to zoom and live-

stream from church is very labour-intensive and we will 

not be able to sustain it after Christmas so do make the 

most of this great opportunity, if you can, do join our 

church worship online from the comfort of your own 

home!   

The number of services is reduced from previous years due 

to Covid restrictions and the need to ensure the church is 

clean between uses, and numbers attending services is also 

limited. This has implications for our booking system – 

explained elsewhere on the pew sheet. Our programme 

also depends on the guidance not changing, and all our 

teams remaining well and able to support it, so keep a 

close eye on the website calendar for any updates.   

Please continue to pray for those planning and supporting 

our services for the season, and for those who, for 

whatever reason, will be saddened by being unable to join 

our corporate worship in church this year.  Do also 

continue coming to church for private prayer from 10.00–

12.00 Mon-Sat and let your friends know about it too. 

There will be no Private Prayer from 24
th
 Dec to 4

th
 Jan. 

Thank You!  The Vicars, Wardens and Treasurers have 

been amazed at God’s goodness to us all at St Mary’s in 

so many ways during the pandemic. In particular we’ve 

seen how, although our financial income has fallen, so 

have some of our costs, and we’ve had more one-off gifts 

to help us stay afloat financially, while paying our Parish 

Share to the Diocese in full. Gifts have ranged in size 

hugely but each one is significant and equal in God’s eyes. 

Don’t forget that you can also use Easy Fund Raising or 

Smile-Amazon to donate to St Mary’s when buying or 

Christmas shopping online. Thank you for your ongoing 

generosity to God’s work through our church: we can’t 

do it without you!  

Booking for all Christmas Services in Church will open on 

Mon 14 Dec via the office. Please book via phone or 

email as soon as possible. We will focus on different 

types of service on different groups to give the best 

opportunity for as many as possible to worship 

corporately in a way they will feel most comfortable. 

This means we will not get our usual spread of age 

groups in each service. Depending on numbers booking, 

it may also mean that you can only come to one 

Christmas service in church. However, our ability to 

broadcast three of our services means that you will be 

able to join online from home so can ‘attend’ more than 

once. 

Briefly – we will prioritise bookings for young families at 

the 10.00 Nativity Communion Service and the Christmas 

10.00 service, and will prioritise bookings for adults at 

the Carols at St Mary’s, Nine Lessons and Carols, and 

Midnight Mass.  

To give us the most flexibility when allocating places, 

when you book please make clear your order of 

preference for each service you wish to attend.  

It is essential to book if you are taking part in a service 

by reading, praying or being a sidesperson as you (and 

anyone accompanying you) will not be booked in 

automatically.  

We ask you to extend grace and prayers to the Office, 

the Ministry Team and everyone in the St Mary’s family 

as we seek to give as many as possible the chance to 

worship in Church this Christmas. With our love and 

blessings, Mike & Nicky-Sue 


