
15th November 2020  

2nd Before Advent 

Welcome to St Mary's church. 

Seeking to grow in faith through worship, 

prayer and learning together; 

sharing our faith and God’s love through 

service and mission. 

    COLLECT FOR SUNDAY 

Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s 

salvation: stir us from apathy, restrain us from 

excess and revive in us new hope that all 

creation will one day be healed in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

    Verse of the week: Since we have such a great  

    salvation, prepare your minds for action, be  

    self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace  

    to be given your when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

    1 Peter 1:13 

This week  

 

Date Events 

Sunday 

15th Nov. 

10am Family Communion (by Zoom) 

Monday 

16th Nov. 

2pm to 4pm (Church open) 

Tuesday  

17th Nov. 
9am Morning Prayer (by Zoom) 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Wednesday  

18th Nov. 

2pm to 4pm (Church open) 

Thursday 

19th Nov. 
10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Friday 

20th Nov. 

2pm to 4pm (Church open) 

Saturday 

21st Nov. 

10am to 12pm (Church open) 

Sunday 

22nd Nov. 

10am Sung Communion (by Zoom) 

6.30pm Evensong (by Zoom) 

St Mary 

Hook with Warsash 

To request our Prayer Link team to pray confidentially 

for you or another person, please call Rita Collins on 

01489 576867 

Church Contacts 
Clergy: Revd Mike Terry   01489 808296 

 Revd Nicky-Sue Terry  07786 023963 

 

Church Wardens:   

 Peter Upward   01489 578862 

 Roger Clear    01489 574941 

 

Church Office: 

(weekdays 10am-12noon) 

 Liz, Elaine, & Nichola  01489 570846 

(Please leave a message with contact details on the 

answer phone if the office is closed) 

 Church Hall, 109 Church Road, SO31 9GF 

Email:      enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Website:  www.stmarywarsash.org.uk 

Dear St. Mary’s family 
 

In normal times our choir would be busy learning new 

seasonal anthems and practicing all the wonderful 

Christmas music, preparing for the various services we 

usually enjoy to celebrate this special season. Alas, not this 

year. Once more our lovely church building has to remain 

closed for worship under new government restriction, 

except for private prayer, an opportunity to speak into 

the silence to God. 
 

For a few short weeks it was wonderful to physically see 

so many of you attending services, albeit behind masks. 

Really? Where, oh where are the hugs, the manifestations 

of love among us? Swallowed up in our daily 

preoccupation with hand sanitizer and face masks. Such is 

our reduced state of living now.  

 

Our world is in turmoil. It seems dark, broken and in need 

of God’s healing. 
 

In these challenging times it is easy to lose faith. The 

overwhelming and seemingly never-ending obstacles to 

normal life can gnaw away at the stoutest belief.  

I wonder sometimes if God has finally given up on us as 

we have drifted further away from Him. Just as we 

thought we knew it all and had all the answers, the arrival 

of a microbe changed all that by wreaking havoc in every 

area of human life.  
 

But in times of trouble and darkness one of the greatest 

acts of redemption is to know that we are loved. ‘There is 

no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because 

fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 

made perfect in love.’  1 John 4:18. We are not left alone 

Surely this is the time, more than ever, when we need to 

return to our loving God to heal and mend this suffering, 

divided world. Let us remind ourselves that each day we 

live by God’s grace, mercy and forgiveness. God remains 

faithful, we should remain faithful to Him.  

 

While there is despair, there is also hope that this time, 

too, will pass.  

 

‘who will separate us from the love of Christ? hardship, or 

distress….no, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For …neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth 

nor anything else in creation will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our lord.’ Romans 

8:35-39. 

May God give you peace and comfort at this time. 
 

Eva Upward, Reader 

mailto:enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk


Charity for November — Poppy Appeal St Mary’s Church 

makes a financial gift to our chosen charity each month. If 

you would like to give to this month’s charity, please make a 

donation directly to the charity.  

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/
donate  

We remember and pray for the Parish of  Holy Rood & St Edmonds. 

Staff Team: Vicar: Revd  Richard England; Assistant Minister: Revd Colin Prestidge; Curates: Revd Dan & Revd Jude 

Greenfield; Retired Ministers: Revd Ted Goodyer & Revd Wing Man Tsang; Readers: Gary Willcocks, Karen Wainwright & 

Colleen Tsang. Churchwardens: Julie Mizen & Martin Yeandle 

The Parish gives thanks for: 

Our successful "Rebuild" Gift Day on Sunday 4 October and the generosity of Crofton Parish. 

Our community Harvest Festival event on Sunday 11 October and for the participation of ecumenical partners in 

Stubbington 

Our APCM - for the election of new Churchwarden, Martin Yeandle and new PCC members and thanks to our 

outgoing Churchwarden, Jim Nolan and PCC members. 

The Parish seeks prayer for: 

The planning of our Christmas Services over the coming weeks. 

Richard England as he takes on the additional role of Interim Team Rector, Gosport North and Jude Greenfield Interim 

Team Vicar, Gosport North 

Services on Sunday—  8am Please use one of the BCP Communion Service recordings  

10am by Zoom Family Communion led by Revd Mike Pye and June Ward. Readings: Zephaniah 1:7 12-end 

Matthew  25:14-30 

You may like to have some bread and water to take during Communion. 

For zoom services, please have the order of service available, either in hard copy or electronically, so you can join in with 

the responses and hymns. It will be on our website: http://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream/  

If you do not already have Zoom downloaded on your phone, tablet or computer either download "Zoom Cloud Meetings" 

from your normal App Store to your device in advance or, when you click the yellow button on our website "Join St Mary's 

current online service here" you will be prompted to download the necessary Zoom software. You will then be let into the 

service. You do not need to set up an Account with Zoom if you are following our link. We hope to 'see' you on Sunday 

Corporate Worship: 

With the latest lockdown our corporate worship in church 

must cease once more. This is a great sadness to us all, and 

a particular disappointment to the midweek Communion 

congregation who were looking forward to their first 

service in church for over 7 months on 5
th
 Nov. Please 

remember them particularly in your prayers as it has not 

been possible for most of them to attend the church 

services that we have held so far. Please also pray for 

others who are shielding and not online and haven’t been 

able to attend church services, and our young families 

who have not been able to gather for Stay & Play, Messy 

Church, Sunday Groups or Family Services. Nonetheless 

we will continue to worship together virtually, and 

explore whatever means we can to improve and expand 

our abilities to do this. The church also remains open 

during the week for private prayer as it did before: please 

use it! 

Our Archbishops, Justin and Stephen, have written to us 

sharing their disappointment at this latest ban on 

corporate worship and they continue to lobby the 

Government about it. They also recognise the many 

anxieties, vulnerabilities and devastating effects on our 

economy and NHS that this pandemic is causing. So they 

have also called us all to use this lockdown as a time for 

both continual prayer and renewed service to our 

communities. As we clapped for the NHS each Thursday 

they now invite us all to fast and pray, in a way 

appropriate to you, for our nation every Thursday, for its 

leaders, its health and essential services, and all who 

suffer. They add: “More than anything else, whatever the 

nation thinks, we know that we are in the faithful hands 

of the risen Christ who knows our weaknesses, tiredness 

and struggles and whose steadfast love endures for ever.” 

In this season of Remembering, let’s remember this above 

all things, and rest secure in our Saviour’s love. With our 

prayers and blessings, Mike & Nicky-Sue 

The Friends of the Churchyard will meet on Saturday 21st 

Nov from 9am to complete the yew bush clip and tidy 

the churchyard. Come and join us for a little work and a 

lot of companionship. 

Funerals are permitted during lockdown, both in church 

and crematoria. But we cannot conduct Weddings and 

Baptisms.  

A huge ‘thank you’ Our church continues to be open 

every day for private prayer. I know that 

this is a precious time for many of you. This 

is, however, only possible because so many 

of you volunteer to be a presence in the 

church during those times. This is very much 

appreciated and I would like to thank all of 

you for giving of yourselves and your time for this 

important ministry. Peter Upward 

Call to prayer Diocesan Synod on 7th Nov reminded us of 

three principles underlying all work in this diocese: Live, 

Pray, Serve. We’re called to Live the Good News of God 

in Jesus Christ; Pray on our own and in community to 

know God’s will; Serve the people among whom we live 

and work. Prayer is central to the Diocesan vision. There 

will be changes necessary in parish structures because of 

the pandemic. So in addition to those other items on this 

pew sheet needing prayer please pray urgently for 

wisdom for all on Diocesan staff and in parishes seeking 

God’s way forward for our ministry and mission now and 

in the near future. Prayer works! 
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