WEDDING BANQUET - WHAT ARE YOU WEARING? (08:00/10:00 SUN 11 OCT 20)
Philippians 4:1-9
1 Therefore,

my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
Exhortations
2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask
you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the
work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names
are in the book of life.
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known
to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be
with you.

Matthew 22:1-14
The Parable of the Wedding Banquet
(Lk 14.15—24)
22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he
sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come
to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm,
another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed
them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned
their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both
good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a
wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”
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In interpreting this parable, the context is absolutely crucial. It's Passion Week and the
shadow of the cross is looming ever larger over events in Jerusalem. Following his
'triumphant' entry on Palm Sunday, which basically was misunderstood by just about
everyone and reduced him to tears, Jesus is no mood to pull any punches. So during the
latter part of the week we find him spelling our a few home truths to the both the Jewish
and Roman authorities, and also to his own disciples. And in today's reading it's the turn
of the Chief Priests and Pharisees to get both barrels as the conflict between Jesus and
the Synagogue leaders became much sharper than it had ever been before. Now
everything was clearly set in order in the events and teachings for all to see, and in seeing
the issue, the people would know that their decision to accept or reject the grace of God in
Christ was truly a matter of life and death, eternal life and death.
It's the Wednesday morning of the final week of his earthly ministry and Jesus shows up at
the Temple and starts to teach the assembled crowd one last time. As he is speaking, the
Chief Priests and elders of the people approach him and ask him by what authority he is
doing these things. Big mistake! So Jesus responds with 3 hard hitting parables one after
the other - bang, bang, bang. The first two, The Parable of the Two Sons and The Parable
of the Tenants, were the set lectionary readings for the last two Sunday mornings and tell
of the rejection of John the Baptist and the OT prophets by those in authority. Matthew
records the reaction of the religious leaders: 'When the chief priests and the Pharisees
heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them'. And I can tell you, they're
not happy bunnies! And so we come to the third parable, the 'Parable of The Wedding
Banquet,' which we heard this morning, in which Jesus drives home his tough,
uncompromising message. So let's take a look at what he said.
The parable starts off with Jesus saying that the Kingdom of Heaven may be compared to
... , and on he goes with the story. But what does he mean by the kingdom of heaven?
According to one commentary I read the kingdom of heaven can be defined as a spiritual
kingdom where the reign of God is manifest in his church both now and in the future. It's
that strange concept about God's kingdom being both present now and yet to come. In
fact as we get into the parables of Jesus we find many references to the kingdom of
heaven. Of the 13 parables recorded in Matthew's gospel, 11 of them begin with these
words or very similar ones. Sometimes it appears Jesus refers to the "present" aspect of
the kingdom; but at other times he makes reference to the "future" aspect of the kingdom.
And in this parable, which has two components as we shall see, it seems that Jesus is
referring to both present and future in the same extended parable.
Jesus sets the scene by describing a king organising a wedding banquet for his son and
inviting all of his favoured friends to attend. Shockingly the prospective guests ignore the
invitation. So when the feast is ready the king sends out a reminder which is again
rejected and this time some of the king’s servants are attacked and killed. At this the king
has the murderers and their city destroyed. Then he sends out his servants with a second
wave of invitations to give to everyone they come across, both good and bad, and the
wedding hall is filled with guests. We'll pause there and unpack this first part a bit before
moving onto the second, and quite frankly, alarming section that follows.
Now it's fairly obvious that the 'king' in Jesus' parable is symbolic of his heavenly Father,
and Jesus himself is the 'bridegroom' son. And the wedding feast is a way of illustrating
the entry into the full blessings of his glorious kingdom rule. The 'favoured' guests are
God's covenant people - specifically the Jewish leaders of that generation, and the story
illustrates how Jesus came and presented himself to them as the Messiah; and how they
rejected him and in so doing brought about their own destruction. Now this ‘destruction’

might refer to the final judgment when everyone will have to stand before God and give
account for their life and deeds. But on the other hand some biblical scholars understand
it to be a prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem which occurred in AD 70; an event that
is likely to have been well known to both Matthew and his prospective readers at the time
the gospel was written. Whichever it is, it's clearly a bad thing for those who reject Jesus.
Then the second wave of invitations goes out and rather than send his servants to just the
usual suspects, now the king commands them to go to the street corners and invite
anyone they can find whether good or bad, in this case indicating to his listeners the
inclusion of Gentiles and outsiders, and the hall is filled with guests. The implication of this
for Jesus’ critics is scandalous. He actually wants to invite into the kingdom the very
people who had been kept out by their rules - those with a blemish; those who didn’t fit;
those whose reputations brought shame rather than honour. Ring any bells? But the king
welcomed everyone in both good and bad. And that's what God still does today, and I for
one am very glad of that, aren’t you?
You see God doesn't care whether we think of ourselves as good or bad. His generous
invitation to life with him still stands and it really is for everyone. How many times do we
hear things like: "I'm not worthy enough to receive God's love" "I'm not good enough" "I've
done too many bad things". That is absolute nonsense, because, when you think about it,
no-one is good enough for God. God is totally pure, totally true, totally honest; none of us
can match up to his standards. There are no VIP tickets into his kingdom party for the
good, the famous or the wealthy. All anyone of us can do is say: "Yes, Lord, I've messed
up. I don’t understand why you love me. But I thank you that you love me anyway and
have sent Jesus to die in my place for my sins". And when we do that, whoever we are,
whatever we have done, God our Heavenly Father comes to meet us and says, "Welcome
home. I'm so glad you've come back to me". Maybe there is some good news here after
all.
And so we come to the second part of the parable where the allegory of a wedding
banquet suddenly turns shocking when a guest without the proper wedding robe is not
merely thrown out of the party, but is bound hand and foot, and cast into darkness where
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. At face value it seems a bit unfair doesn't it. Here
again the imagery is consistent with the judgment scene that Jesus depicted so often in his
parables and teaching using these very words. But what of the improper wedding robe? It
is thought that a norm of the first century Jewish community was that everyone wore a
festive garment to a wedding. Some have even suggested that the host provided a special
garment for each of his guests. In any event, for someone to come to a wedding without a
wedding garment would have been an insult to the host. It would have been a sign of
indifference to tradition and to custom that Jesus' listeners would have fully identified with.
But still, what does it represent?
Biblical scholars interpret the meaning in different ways however many take the view that
the 'proper' wedding attire is righteousness and find several passages to support that. In
Galatians Ch 3 it says this: “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ”. And in Colossians Ch 3 it says: “Clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience; and above all, clothe yourselves
with love”. So there it is. The real dress code it seems is righteousness - right thinking,
right speaking and right acting. As followers of Jesus we need to clothe ourselves with
kindness, compassion, humility and love, or, as the prophet Micah puts it: 'doing justice,
loving mercy and walking humbly with your God'.
Surely the point Jesus is making here is that saying "Yes" to God's invitation has got to
mean a whole lot more than just saying the right words, or maybe coming to the odd
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church service. We have to let Jesus be our King, to take control of the way we think and
speak and act. With the help of the Holy Spirit we have to get rid of our old habits, our old
ways of doing things, and become the new person that Jesus wants us to be, clothed in
his righteousness. So, if you’ve got the wedding invitation in your hand but are still holding
on to your wealth and power, not sharing it with those who are less fortunate, then I'm
afraid to say that you’re not dressed properly.
You know, this story is not just an interesting story Jesus told two thousand years when he
walked this earth. Nor is this story meant for other people. Nor even is it in one sense a
story. It's actually a description of how the living God is calling you and me – not just the
person in a dog collar, not just the long-standing church member who's been here for ages
not just the person sitting next to you, - he's calling you and me to share in the life of his
kingdom, both now and in the future. To experience the love, the joy, the peace, the
forgiveness that comes through believing in his Son Jesus. For what Jesus came to give
us was not religion, not a set of rules to follow, but a living relationship with God Himself.
Jesus came to invite us to know God the maker of heaven and earth as Father. He came
to offer us forgiveness of sins and a deep, inner peace through his death in our place on
the cross. He came to promise all who believed in him the gift of the Holy Spirit and the joy
of life eternal. And that's why he compared life in God's kingdom to a party. The Christian
faith was never meant to be dull and dreary, and I am truly sorry if that's ever been your
experience of church and believers. It was meant to be full of life and colour and indeed to
give us the very real sense of having discovered the purpose for which each and every
one of us has been created – to know and love God for ourselves.
In the last chapters of the last book of the bible we're told that when the redeemed of the
Lord gather together in heaven there's going to be a glorious celebration known as the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb where the faithful witnesses who serve Christ prepare by
clothing themselves in righteous works, and in return receive the right to dwell with Jesus
and return with him robed in fine linen, “bright and pure.” It's time to ask yourself, what are
you wearing?
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