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Churchyard 

Burials and Interments.  

In 2019 we carried out 5 interments of ashes in the Garden of Remembrance, 7 

interments of ashes elsewhere in the churchyard and 5 over-burials on previously used 

grave spaces.  All interments and burials were carried out without difficulty.   

It is intended that we also continue to use the north east corner of the graveyard for 

interments of ashes in caskets however the most recent interments there (during 2018) 

have encountered significant tree roots which have made the task very difficult.  We 

have consulted the borough council’s arborist who is content that we clear the roots 

from an area of approximately 3 metres square.  This will facilitate at least nine further 

interments and should take us clear of further significant roots. 

The Bank between graveyard and football ground 

Towards the end of 2019 we discovered that the football staff had cleared undergrowth 

from a large part of their side of the bank and in so doing had cut down almost all of 

the whips which we had planted two years ago.  We have no reason to believe that 

this either malicious or intentional, just the product of an over- zealous groundsman.  

As Fareham Borough Council are the football club’s landlord, we arranged for their 

horticulturalist to come and inspect the site.  He confirmed that there is little or no 

chance of the whip roots recovering and he has therefore asked the football club to 

replace the whips.   

Benches 

The Diocesan Registrar has advised us that we should have a clear determination of 

the ownership of each of the benches in the graveyard so that we have an equally 

clear determination of who is responsible for maintaining them and those which are 

owned by the Church should be entered in the inventory.  

Clearly, the circular bench in the garden of remembrance is owned by the Church 

since we purchased it.  

There are three old benches which date back prior to 2000 for which there are no 

records so we do not know who provided them and cannot contact anyone regarding 

ownership.  

The Graveyard Faculty (approved by the DAC in September 2015) made provision for 

three benches, one provided by the Hayward family, one provided by the Duffett family 

and one by the Ashworth family.  The Duffett family have confirmed that they regard 

their bench as a gift to the Church.  The Ashworth family (Mrs Lynda Graff, the 



grandmother of Harvey Ashworth) have elected to retain ownership of their bench.  We 

have not been able to establish any contact details for the Hayward family.   

Notice Board Removal 

Also, as part of the graveyard faculty we provided three new notice boards and the 

intention was always to remove the older notice board sited close to the Lych Gate. 

As this was a gift from the Duffett family we have written to the family explaining our 

intention and they have agreed to its removal.  There is a small memorial plaque 

attached to the notice board and this will be removed and fitted to the Duffett bench, 

referred to above. The old notice board will be kept in storage for possible future use. 

Maintenance 

A number of people have commented on the high standard of maintenance in the 

churchyard during the last year, particularly the improvements made in the south west 

quarter, one of the oldest parts of the churchyard.  It is particularly difficult maintaining 

this area due the high number of large kerbed graves making access with a mower 

very limited.  The improvement is largely down to one volunteer who has worked 

extremely hard to bring about the improvement.  

Despite this increased effort the equipment has largely held up quite well.  However 

the Massport mower is starting to burn oil and has had to be topped up on a number 

of occasions.  The Honda mower is not as robust as the Massport and there have 

been some difficulties with body of the machine and the engine mountings during the 

year.  Both machines will be examined and serviced during the winter.  Both strimmers 

have worked well and are free of problems.   

A couple of trees backing onto the vicarage and hall have been removed as they were 

interfering with the fences and were becoming a hazard.  

 

Church  

Roof and Window Repairs 

We reported on the completion of this work by the 16th March 2019 in our last report 

to the APCM.  We are now pleased to report that there have been no signs of any 

further leakage and there has been an unexpected bonus in that there have been very 

few flies and ladybirds in the church during the summer.  

Church Gutters 

The next most pressing work to be done on the church from the last quinquennial 

report is the repair and refurbishment of the gutters.  It is evident from just a casual 

observation that there are leaks in several places and if left the water will eventually 

cause very extensive and expensive damage to the stonework. 



A List B Faculty application supported with technical documentation and quotation will 

have to be made but not only do we have no money to fund the indicative £15K work 

but it will compete with other demands for funds, including the 150th plans.  This means 

we will have to apply for grant funding.  Most if not all grant giving organisations will 

only fund 50% of the cost so we are faced with at least two grant applications to get 

the work done.  

 Maritime Association Memorial Plaque  

During the year we were approached by the Maritime Association, an association of 

former students of Warsash Maritime Academy, to accommodate a memorial plaque 

commemorating the lives of former students who lost their lives during World War 2.  

Normally the Church of England does not now allow memorial plaques but such were 

the quite unique circumstances set out in our faculty application that approval was 

granted.  Thanks to a kind donation, we also took the opportunity to frame the prayer 

and history of the garden of remembrance and both were installed in time for the 

plaque to be re-dedicated on Remembrance Sunday.  Members of the Maritime 

Association attended the service and laid a wreath in remembrance of their 

colleagues.  

General Church Maintenance 

There have been no significant issues in the church during the year.  The organ 

suffered a minor problem with one of the pipe bellows and the piano was tuned prior 

to Christmas. Otherwise there have been no problems.  

The ramp into church in the north porch was replaced with a much better and wider 

ramp, and the worn coir matt replaced with a new fitted one making the entrance much 

more presentable.  Both these improvements were funded by two kind and specific 

donations. 

The ladies' sewing group spent many hours immediately prior to Christmas replacing 

the pew cushions with new foam and new covers. We now have a uniform set of 

cushions which are much more comfortable than the old ones.  This was not an easy 

task for our ladies and we are very grateful to them for a very worthwhile improvement. 

 

Hall 

Hall Gutter and Facia 

This was replaced earlier this year after much debate about costing and design.  We 

are very pleased with the results. 

Thanks and Appreciation 


