
I Kings 3.5-12; Matthew 13.31-33,44-52. 

 

Have you ever wished that a genie or a fairy would jump out of the pot you were rubbing, 

or whatever, and grant you 3 wishes, in which you could ask for your heart’s desire.  What 

would you ask for?  What would be your fantasy? Would it be Wealth? Power? Fame? 

These would probably be the popular choices today: you know, celebrity and all its 

trappings. Just imagine having your face known and recognised,  and Hello magazine 

coming round to do a feature on your lovely home! Or perhaps, in today’s world it would 

be health and protection from corona virus? Well, Solomon doesn’t ask for any of that, 

when God appeared to him and asked him, what shall I give you 

 

In the words of the Authorized Version that are closely followed in most of the familiar 

modern translations, Solomon, rather than asking for wealth, power or long life replies, 

"Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern 

between good and bad." So, God is pleased and promises him lots of other goodies as well 

and Solomon goes down in history as wealthy and powerful but above all, as one who 

showed great wisdom. 

 

Solomon had come to the throne in a day when Kings were Kings and he had inherited 

nearly absolute power. It is good therefore to find him praying for guidance, but with an 

absolute monarch and with courtiers eager to ingratiate themselves with him, it would be 

all too easy for him to assume his prayer had been answered, that he had received the gift 

he sought.  

You could just imagine him making decision after decision, giving judgement after 

judgement, with nobody daring to suggest he’s wrong and anyway, without ever taking 

notice of anybody else; arrogantly confident that he knew all the answers. But, in another 

translation we can read that what Solomon actually asks for is, "a heart with skill to listen" 

(I Kings 3.9 Revised English Bible). Now, this is not something one would normally expect 

to find at the top of the list of the priorities of absolute monarchs or even unfortunately of 

the majority of present day politicians. Skill to plan, yes, skill to lead, make decisions and 

give orders, yes. But skill to listen? 

 

Yet this is a skill every one of us should covet. Today, as we know all too well, the pace 

of change is breathtaking. Technology moves so fast that most of our equipment is branded 

as obsolete almost as soon as we've started to use it. It is all too easy to go on to assume that 

everything old needs to be discarded. But this is far from the truth. It is extremely important 

that we don't get dazzled by the golden carrots of gleaming future promises and fall into the 

error of thinking that the past has nothing to offer this bright new modern world. And we, 

in the church, in particular, need to listen - and bear witness to the importance of listening 

- to the word spoken to us through the scriptures. We heard just now in Matthew's Gospel 

a number of brief parables about the kingdom of heaven, how it grows and works quietly, 

but oh so effectively. How it is a treasure to be sought: and how it draws to itself all sorts 

of people and in all sorts of situations and conditions. But did you notice the final sentence 



of the passage. It went like this, “When, therefore, a teacher of the law has become a learner 

in the kingdom of Heaven, he is like a householder who can produce from his store things 

new and old." So, I don’t want anyone thinking to themselves, “Oh, but we are not teachers 

of the law": we are all called to be witnesses to God's truths, which is God's law, as well as 

being witnesses to God's saving power and in those words from the Gospel we are reminded 

that we need to continually go back to base, to listen for the word that is relevant to us in 

our own day. 

 

Secondly, we need to cultivate listening quietly to the inner voice that speaks within our 

own heart. We won’t always have the Scriptures open in front of us, but we do always have 

our background knowledge of the way our Lord led and the way that He calls us to follow, 

we have our awareness of the ways in which other Christians have lived, and our experience 

of life so far, we need to cultivate the ability to listen in quietness, and wait on God.  

Perhaps we may have been lucky enough to have the time and space to do that in these 

months of lockdown that we have all experienced.  Perhaps even then, we haven’t found 

the time to be still and to listen to God. That is one of the problems today, that finding quiet 

is difficult and if you couple that with an almost pathological fear of actually being quiet 

with oneself and with God, then you begin to get an understanding of our problem.  

 

Too often, and here I must hold my hands up and confess, too often we turn on the radio 

or the television, surf the internet, whip out the mobile phone or walk along like a zombie 

with headphones cutting out all communication with the world that is immediately about 

us; anything, rather than let unbidden thoughts surface in a time of stillness.  It may not 

come easily to us at all, and so there is a desperate need for us to echo those words of 

Solomon as given in that other translation, "Grant your servant a heart with skill to listen”. 

 

But as well as that we also need the skill to listen to other human beings. Don't imagine 

that for real listening you must go to the professional. The skill to listen is far too important 

to be left to a few professional listeners. It is a skill we all should and could, and indeed if 

we are to take our calling as Christians seriously, must cultivate. And if we imagine that we 

are too busy doing 'Christian things' to have much time for listening, then just stop for a 

moment and think. What picture does the rather disparaging term “do-gooder” conjure up 

for you? Isn't it a picture of someone who wants to help in a situation, but only on his or her 

own terms? Isn’t it one who is quite sure that they know what is best and so is highly 

unlikely to really get alongside the person who needs help?  

 

Yes, we do have a desperate need for people who are willing to give help where it is 

needed. But, they need to be people who are aware that they don’t know all the answers, 

whose approach is that of one who would learn, one who is all the time ready and eager to 

listen and understand the other's point of view.  Let’s face it the coronavirus does not 

prevent us from listening to another person, we can do that while properly socially 

distanced. That is what is so important about our Prayerline, where people listen to the 

needs of others and offer prayer on their behalf. That is what is so important about our 



Pastoral Support Group, where people have been trained in the art of listening, Christian 

listening. It is a  crucial ministry and perhaps especially so through this time of pandemic, 

it is one that can involve us all.  If you have the time and the skills, or you would like to 

learn them, why not talk to Mike, Nicky-Sue, or Eva who heads up that group, I am sure 

they would love to hear from you. 

 

Listening, is a real skill that needs to be properly learnt and developed. After all, two 

people, even two members of a family can be together, and one can be so eager to pour out 

all their latest news that they just don't notice that the other would dearly have loved to 

share with them a matter that was giving them concern. Has that happened to you, it has to 

me, and I have walked away feeling hurt and frustrated because I haven’t been heard. 

 

It is here then, at ground level, in our own personal space and in our lives as caring 

Christians, that Solomon's prayer needs to become our own prayer, echoed again and again 

throughout our lives. We don't have to be on our toes to rush in with good advice to every 

situation, in fact that is probably the worst thing that we could do, but if we are ready to 

stop being busy when the need arises, to give a really sympathetic listening ear, we will 

often do far more than we could have ever imagined possible. 

 

Of course, in today’s world we would wish those skills for our politicians and others 

with big responsibilities, that they may be good listeners too.  They are the ones that  have 

the power to act as well as to listen.  Sadly though, all too often the cart gets put before the 

horse and the action precedes the listening. We need to pray for them, recognising that they 

are making massive decisions that have no easy answers, that they may be more open to the 

real need that is always before them; and that they may have the wisdom to discard the 

clamour of the extremist voices thronging the media currently, that seek only to effect their 

own agenda, and to listen carefully for the countless, small, powerless voices of those in 

most need and to discern wisely the way forward. 

 

 But what an almost impossible task they have, rather like Solomon did a little later in 

his reign when he had to make a decision about a baby.  I’m sure you know the story. But 

they need what Solomon was given, an understanding heart, as it says in the Authorised 

version, that they may find the right way forward for our nation and world. They also need 

what Solomon was given as told to us in that other translation, a heart with a skill to listen.   

 

Let one of our prayers this week be that God continues to nurture that gift in them, and 

in us: that we may all be ready to learn from the wisdom of the past and especially from the 

Scriptures; that we may all be ready, in quietness, to wait on the inner voice; that we may 

have all the time and all the patience needed to hear what others would say to us.  

 

Lord, grant us all understanding hearts with the skill to listen. 
 


