
PASSING ON THE BATON - 10:00 SUN 14 JUN 2020 
 
Romans 5:1-8 

Results of Justification 
5 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also 
boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us. 

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone 
might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were 
sinners Christ died for us. 
 
Matthew 9:35-10:8 

The Harvest Is Great, the Laborers Few 
(Lk 10.2—3) 

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 
sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest.” 

The Twelve Apostles 
(Mk 3.13—19a; Lk 6.12—16) 

10 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the 
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the 
Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

The Mission of the Twelve 
(Mk 6.6b—13; Lk 9.1—6) 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received 
without payment; give without payment. 

 
 

 
 



PASSING ON THE BATON 
 
Heavenly Father - take the words of my mouth and through the power of the Holy Spirit 
speak your truth into our hearts in Jesus' name.  Amen. 
 
The first few verses of our Gospel reading this morning act as a pivot point in Matthew's 
narrative moving the reader from one phase of Jesus’ ministry onto the next.  For the past 
two chapters Matthew has been busy stockpiling healing and miracle stories one after 
another in order to build an indisputable case that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah.  Verses 
35-38 of chapter 9 then serve a transitional purpose.  They offer a final summing up of 
Jesus’ healing ministry while opening up a new line of discussion — the mission and 
message that must continue to be spread throughout the land.  And so if I were to give this 
passage a title it would be: 'Passing on the Baton'. 
 
The opening verse nicely summarizes the activities which had defined Jesus’ own mission 
up to this point — teaching, preaching and healing.  And then, in the very next verse, 
Matthew records that Jesus looked at the crowds who had gathered, and saw that they 
were completely helpless, like sheep without a shepherd, and his heart goes out to them.  
But there were so many of them and only one of him - how would they all get to hear the 
good news?  So he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 
few, therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his 
harvest."  And it's at this moment that Matthew introduces the twelve by name.  In other 
words, the list of names does not stand alone as a mere registry of the twelve but rather as 
an introduction to a commission, an apostleship commission.  In this way we recognize 
that part of Jesus' own mission is to train followers to join the purposes for which his 
Father sent him.  So he summons the twelve and gives them their marching orders - 'As 
you go proclaim the good news, The kingdom of heaven has come near.'  Cure the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.  The language is striking because it's 
a near mirror image of the words used to describe Jesus' own practice in verse 35.  It 
seems that the disciples are expected to resemble Jesus in word and deed.  To be sent by 
Jesus is, in some sense, to be sent as Jesus.  To be living examples of the nearness of 
the kingdom of God – the face of a loving God made real to those who may never have 
seen or experienced God in their lives.  
 
Fast forward almost 2 millennia.  In August 1870 Arthur Hornby donated 7 acres of land for 
the purpose of building a church to serve the people of Hook and Warsash and a church 
was duly built and dedicated to St Mary a year later, our church.  And next year we'll be 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of our church.  As I reflected back over the history of the 
church I calculated that there have been approximately 7765 Sundays during that time; 
that's around 7and a half thousand times, as a minimum, when the Good News has been 
preached in this place.  And it's still happening.  The Good News that the kingdom of 
heaven is near has come to our village.  Right here right now Christ is making his 
appearance.  We can't currently gather in the church building but we have gathered in this 
virtual house of worship this morning, like those people in ancient times.  2000 years ago 
they gathered in the Synagogue at Nazareth one Saturday morning to read from the 
Hebrew Bible, and they were surprised to see God himself show up.  We should not be 
surprised to know that Jesus is present here this morning.  Jesus told us that where two or 
more are gathered in his name, he would be there with them.  And at the end of Matthew's 
gospel Jesus told his disciples that when they baptized and taught his word, he would be 
with them always, to the end of the age.  Yes, we can certainly say that Jesus Christ is 
with us in spirit this morning.  We're gathered in his presence and all are welcome. 
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You know the work to build our church might have finished almost 150 years ago but the 
work to build God's kingdom isn't finished yet, and now it's our turn; the baton's in our 
hands.  And it's Jesus himself who has called us by name and commissioned us.  I believe 
that God has a purpose for every single one of us in that great commission.  Everyone 
single one of us is needed to transform God's world.  And we must not get distracted from 
that; that is our focus.  We here at St Mary's Hook with Warsash are a Christ centred 
community with a commission to transform the world.  We're doing this until Jesus returns.  
Until he comes back we've got a job to do.  We're all needed.  There's no denying that we 
have some real challenges to face, not least at the current time with impact of the 
Corronavirus.  But we have to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.  He has not finished 
transforming lives, he has not finished transforming situations, and he's not finished 
transforming churches either.  And we will need more fantastic men and women to stand 
up and say I will be involved in leading this church.  I'm prepared to give my very best 
whether it's paid or unpaid.  Who think that it is a privilege and it is a calling to lead the 
wonderful bride of Christ.  And we need every other single one of us to step up, and step 
up a whole gear and go, you know what, count me in, I'm going to be the best disciple I 
can possibly be.  I want my church, my neighbourhood, my family, my workplace, my 
school, to be flavoured with the grace of God because I'm in it.  Because I believe that 
through the power of the Holy spirit working in me God can transform every situation. 
 
The time has totally past when we can look at other people and expect them to pick up the 
baton, hasn't it.  Where we are in the UK at the moment, if we want a church in 50 years 
for our children and grandchildren, it's going to take every single one of us to pray 
together, to dream together, and to do this thing.  To become the kind of Christ-like 
community that we cannot live without, and to be the kind of community that our 
neighbourhood can't function without.  And because it's easy to get distracted we need to 
figure out what is and isn't important, what matters and what is just scaffolding that we can 
move around because it's not core to who we are.  One thing the PCC is considering is 
running a Discipleship course next year as part of the 150th Anniversary programme.  
Alongside various events being organised to mark and celebrate this significant milestone 
in the life of the church, social distancing permitting, the course would provide an 
opportunity to prepare people for the next phase of ministry in this place.  Discipleship 
sounds scary but it's not.  It's about following and copying Jesus’ ways and the submission 
of our heads, hearts and hands to the will and activity of God realised within a community 
as we support and encourage one another in the journey. 
 
And there's nothing like the church community when it's working properly.  We are the 
place where people find hope, we are the place where lonely people find a family, we are 
the place where tempted people find strength to keep going on, we are the community 
where disabled people are given dignity, where people care about stuff like justice and 
freedom and the poor, we are the community where families can be strengthened, where 
people feel equipped to fulfil their calling for every day wherever they find themselves, with 
a big vision that God has a purpose for them.  And most of all, we are the community of 
Christ, we are where he dwells, we are the place where people can discover that Jesus 
loves them and died for them, and that they can know him and follow him and grow in their 
faith with him.  Alleluia!  The church is a fantastic place isn't it!   And we must not get 
distracted from that.  We've got to keep our focus.  Keep the main thing the main thing.  
2000 years ago 12 disciples were sent out to change the world.  Today we are the 
community of Christ.  We are God's brilliant idea for transforming the 21st century world.  
We are called to be the church in action in our time and place.  Let's be brilliant in 
transforming his world, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
Amen. 


