
Easter Morning First Service (BCP) Preparation & Order of Service 2020 
 
In Preparation for listening to this service please have ready: 

• A candle or night light each for the Easter light 

• A little water in a bowl available for the renewal of baptismal vows.  

• A piece of bread and a small glass of water each for your Spiritual Communion.  
Please read the CofE document ‘Guidance for Spiritual Communion and 
Coronavirus’ on our website before you listen to the service.  It is on our website 
http://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream/ in the same ‘box’ as Roger 
Moseley’s short Spiritual Communion service recording.   

• If you have a Prayer Book please follow the relevant parts of the Service there. 

• If you have a bible please have it open ready to follow the three readings. 

• Hot Cross buns or Easter eggs and coffee, with breakfast, ready for afterwards! 
 

The Order of Service 
 
THE INTRODUCTION AND LIGHTING OF THE FIRE 
 
MARKING THE EASTER CANDLE  
 
A READING  from the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 16, verses 1-8  
 
BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE  
 
Minister   The light of Christ 
All:    Thanks be to God! 
Repeated three times 
 

Minister  : Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
All:   He is risen indeed, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Light your own Easter candle(s) at this point to symbolise the light of Christ coming 
anew into your home.  Blow it out at the end of the service. 
 
THE EXULTET IS SUNG 
 
The Gloria: said together: 
 

Glory to God in the highest 
And peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father; 
We worship you, we give you thanks, 
We praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sins of the word:  
Have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
Receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High,  Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit, 
In the glory of God the Father,   AMEN 

http://www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream/


 
COLLECT  
 
THE EPISTLE 
The Epistle – Acts 10:30-43 
 
THE GOSPEL 
The Gospel – Luke 24:1-12 
(Please respond at the start and end: Glory to you O Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ!) 
 
SERMON  
 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISM VOWS 
 

Blessing of the water 
Responsary: 

 
Minister: Do you turn to Christ? 
All: I turn to Christ. 
Min: Do you repent of your sins? 
All: I repent of my sins. 
Min: Do you renounce evil? 
All: I renounce evil.  
 

Min:   And now I ask you to make the profession of Christian faith 
into which you were baptised and in which you live and grow. 
Do you believe and trust in God the father, who make the world? 

All:  I believe and trust in him. 
Min: Do you believe and trust in His son,  

Jesus Christ, who redeemed all people? 
All: I believe and trust in him. 
Min: Do you believe and trust in His Holy Spirit,  

who gives life to the people of God? 
All: I believe and trust in Him. 
Min: This is the faith of the church. 
All: This is our faith.  We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. 
 
Min: Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith with all 

those who have been baptised in your name.  Keep us faithful to our baptism, 
and so make us ready for that day when the whole creation shall be made 
perfect in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN 

 
At this point use some of the water in your bowl to make the sign of the cross 
on your forehead. 

 
From this point you can follow the service in your Prayer Book, if you have one, 
starting at The Offertory and Intercession.  Responses are provided below for those 
without a Prayer Book. 
 
THE OFFERTORY AND INTERCESSION 
 
Minister  And now, dear friends, so let the light of Christ in you shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father, which is in heaven.    
 
THE PREPARATION  



 
THE CONSECRATION 
 
Priest. Lift up your hearts. 
All. We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Priest. Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
All. It is meet and right so to do. 
 
…Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying:   
 
All:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most High. Amen. 
 

 
At the Communion point Nicky-Sue and Mike will receive consecrated Bread and 
Wine on behalf of us all using the familiar words: 
 
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body and 
soul unto everlasting life: Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, 
and feed on him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for thee, preserve thy body and 
soul unto everlasting life: Drink this in remembrance that Christ's Blood was shed for 
thee, and be thankful. 
 
Please take your own bread and water at this point, knowing that you are part of the 
one holy, catholic and apostolic church of Christ throughout the whole world. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

The priest will say the Post Communion prayer followed by all joining in with The 
Lord’s Prayer: 
 
All:   Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive them that trespass against us;  
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
THE FINAL BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 
Min:   With the life of the risen Christ within you, 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
All:   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Amen! 


