
 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE AT HOME – TENEBRAE READINGS 2020 
 
Reading 1:  Reader _____________________________ 
 
John 13: 21-27, 30   Judas the Betrayer goes out into the Night 
 

21 After this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray 
me.’ 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 23 One of his 
disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; 24 Simon Peter therefore 
motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So while reclining next to Jesus, he 
asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’ 26 Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread 
when I have dipped it in the dish.’ So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas 
son of Simon Iscariot. 27 After he received the piece of bread,[i] Satan entered into him. Jesus said 
to him, ‘Do quickly what you are going to do.’ 30 So, after receiving the piece of bread, he 
immediately went out. And it was night. 
 
 
Reading 2:  Reader _____________________________ 
 
Mark 14: 26-27, 29-31;  Lk 22: 41-2, 44   Jesus' Agony in Gethsemane 
 

26 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, 
‘You will all become deserters; for it is written, 
 “I will strike the shepherd, 
     and the sheep will be scattered.” 
29 Peter said to him, ‘Even though all become deserters, I will not.’ 30 Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell 
you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.’ 31 But he 
said vehemently, ‘Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.’ And all of them said the 
same. 
 
41 Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42 ‘Father, if you 
are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.’ 44 In his anguish he 
prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the 
ground.  
 
 
Reading 3:  Reader _____________________________ 
 
Luke 22: 45-46;  Mark 14: 43-46, 50  Arrest & Desertion 
 

45 When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, 
46 and he said to them, ‘Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the 
time of trial.’ 
 

43 Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there 
was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 44 Now the 
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him 
away under guard.’ 45 So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed 
him. 46 Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. 50 And all of the disciples deserted him and 
fled. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jn+13&version=nrsva#fen-NRSVA-26647i


 

 

 
Reading 4:  Reader _____________________________ 
 
Luke 22: 54-62  Peter's betrayal – goes out into the night  
 

54 Then they led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at a 
distance. 55 When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, 
Peter sat among them. 56 Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, 
‘This man also was with him.’ 57 But he denied it, saying, ‘Woman, I do not know him.’ 58 A little 
later someone else, on seeing him, said, ‘You also are one of them.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I am 
not!’ 59 Then about an hour later yet another kept insisting, ‘Surely this man also was with him; for 
he is a Galilean.’ 60 But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are talking about!’ At that 
moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. 
Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows 
today, you will deny me three times.’ 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
 
Reading 5:  Reader _____________________________ 
 
John 18: 28a, 33-38a  Pilate's Empty Question 
 
28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. 33  Pilate summoned Jesus, and 
asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ 34 Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?’ 35 Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief 
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?’ 36 Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not 
from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 
from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ 37 Pilate asked him, 
‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.’ 38 Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’  
 
 
Reading 6:  Reader _____________________________ 
 
Matthew 27: 15, 20-25  Leaders' & Crowd's Rejection 
 
15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 
whom they wanted. 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor said to them, ‘Which of the two do you want 
me to release for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ 22 Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should I do 
with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ 23 Then he asked, 
‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’  24 So when 
Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 
yourselves.’ 25 Then the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ 
26 So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
  



 

 

Reading 7:  Reader _____________________________ 
 
Matthew 27: 27-31  Scourging & Humiliation 
 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and 
after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand 
and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ 30 They spat on him, and 
took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
 
 
Reading 8:  Reader _____________________________ 
 
Mark 15: 22-25, 33-34, 37  Crucifixion, Darkness, Death 
 
22 Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23 And 
they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him, and 
divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 
25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 33 When it was noon, darkness came 
over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ 
37 Then he gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  


