
A LITURGY FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY AT HOME 
 
Preparation 
 

This Order of Service is designed to accompany the audio 
recording made by Revs Nicky-Sue and Mike Terry for the Maundy 
Thursday Communion with foot/hand washing and Tenebrae 
readings.  Before you start listening you may like to download the 
Maundy Thursday Explanation Sheet and the Tenebrae Readings 
although you can just listen to the whole service if you wish.   
 

You could also do a few other things to prepare: 
Firstly, you could light a candle. 
Secondly, you could find a bowl and have a jug of warm water and 
a towel per person, so that during the time of foot or hand washing 
you can wash your own or another’s hands or feet.  
Thirdly, you could provide a small piece of bread and small glass 
of water for each person for a Spiritual Communion. 
 

The Communion service finishes without a blessing and moves 
straight into the Tenebrae service of readings of Jesus journey to 
the cross with the gradual extinguishing of lights.  The recording 
ends after the readings but you may wish to remain in your place 
and keep the Vigil watch with Christ as he prayed in Gethsemane 
before his arrest, trial, humiliation, crucifixion and death.    
 

To follow on from this act of worship there will be a Good Friday 
meditation led by Revs Roger Moseley and Mike Pye posted on 
stmarywarsash.org.uk/servicestream.  The first Communion of 
Easter, with lighting the Easter fire and the Paschal Candle 
accompanied by singing the Exultet, will also be available by audio 
recording from Easter Day while there will also be a gathering by 
Zoom for worship at 10.00 am on Easter Sunday: links to join it will 
be on the website and Facebook page.   
 

Please join in, as usual, with the words in bold in this order of 
service.  May God give you a fresh revelation of his love for you as 
you travel in worship through these three days to Easter.   



WELCOME and GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 
 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins  
All:  whose mercy endures for ever.  

The Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you.  
 
A minister introduces the service.  
  
CONFESSION 
A minister introduces the Confession. 
 
After a period of silence for reflection all join in: 
 
All: Merciful God,  

our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves’  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.  
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
A Minister gives the absolution and prays the Collect.  
 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 
THE GOSPEL – John 13:1-17   
The reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
All: Glory to Christ our Saviour. 
 

At the end the reader says: 
This is the Gospel of Christ 

All: Praise to Christ our Lord 
 

THE PRAYERS  
Introduced and led by a minister 
  

To the bidding: ‘God of Grace’,  
please respond:, “Hear our Prayer”. 

 
The prayers conclude with:  

Faithful God, these are the prayers of your Church.  
We offer them trusting and hoping in you.   
Hear and help us, challenge and change us,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

THE WASHING OF FEET OR HANDS 
This is the time to wash your own hands or feet, or those of 
another person, humbly and prayerfully.  As we do so, let us  
recall whose servants we are and remember his teaching, that 
what is done for us is also to be done for others.  
 
THE GREETING OF PEACE 
 A minister introduces the peace by saying:  
 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus said,  
"Peace I leave you; my peace I give unto you."   
We meet in his name and share his peace.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All: And also with you.  
 

We will sit and Hold Christ’s Peace together 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The President will use an authorised Eucharistic Prayer which 
includes the responses:. 
 

The Lord be with you (or) The Lord is here. 
All: and also with you.  His Spirit is with us. 

 
 
Lift up your hearts. 



All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All; It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

We too join with angels and archangels 
as they proclaim your glory without end:  

 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Christ is the bread of life: 

All: When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,  
until you come in glory. 

 
All: Our Father in Heaven 

hallowed be your name 
your kingdom come 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil 
for the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours now and forever.    Amen 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION  
The president takes the bread and wine, then breaks the bread 
with appropriate words. 
 
You may have prepared bread and water for each person.  Place 
them near your candle.  The ministers will receive the body and 
blood of Christ on behalf of us all.  They cannot consecrate your 
bread or bless your water; please eat your bread and drink your 

water in thanksgiving for what Jesus has done for you, offering 
yourself to God in penitence and faith. 
 
AFTER COMMUNION  
The president will strip the table used for Communion while Ps 22 
is read.  You may wish to end your devotion here or continue on.  
 
TENEBRAE 
Eight readings are given, at the end of each of which one candle is 
extinguished by a minister.  You may like to extinguish your candle 
at the end of the last reading.  If there are no other lights on you 
may like to make sure that there is just one lamp on in your room, 
so that when you blow out your candle at the end of these 
readings, you are in semi-darkness for the time of your Vigil. 
 
READINGS FOR TENEBRAE 
 

1.    Jn 13: 21-27, 30    
Judas the betrayer - goes out into the night 

   

2.    Mk 14: 26-27, 29-31;  Lk 22: 41-2, 44   
Jesus' agony in Gethsemane   
 

3.    Lk 22: 45-46;  Mk 14: 43-46, 50   
Arrest & Desertion       
 

4.    Lk 22: 54-62   
Peter's betrayal  
   

5.    Jn 18: 28a, 33-38a   
Pilate's empty question    
     

6.    Mat 27: 15, 20-25   
Leaders' & crowd's rejection           
 

7.    Mat 27: 27-31   
Scourging & Humiliation           
 

8.    Mk 15: 22-25, 33-34, 37   
Crucifixion, darkness, death        


