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Pray.  I wonder when you last had your lives turned upside down?  Well, that 

may have been a good question for an Easter day preacher to ask before 

coronavirus…  Most of our lives are vastly different from what they were even a 

short while ago.  Perhaps that thought will help us identify at least a little with the 

people in our readings who also had their lives turned upside down. 
 

On that first Easter day Jesus’ body had gone from the tomb, sowing confusion, 

despair, fear, uncertainty, joy, even belief without complete understanding.  But – 

that empty tomb!  Wow!   
 

Can we feel the cataclysmic shock of that?  If people are saying the world won’t 

be the same again after COVID-19 the change will be small in comparison to that 

devastating Resurrection!  For the very power of death itself, feared so much 

throughout the world at the moment, the very power of death was smashed into 

smithereens that morning.  New life had come! 
 

And this new life is not just for a select few.  The Epistle tells how the 

resurrection reaches even the outsider!  In that case it was an officer of the 

occupying Roman army and his family, people completely beyond the pale for 

the Jewish believers.  
 

God did this.  God raised Jesus, and God flung open the doors of this salvation 

to everyone – even those outside!  The doors of the church and of our homes 

may closed but God has flung open the gates of eternal life to everyone and 

nothing can close those doors ever again!  This is all because of God’s 

enormous, generous love for everyone.  
 

How do we respond?  It’s not enough to just ‘like’ Jesus similarly to on Facebook 

– the call is to ‘follow’ him and, more, to obey him.  That’s why Peter smashed 

through all Jewish convention to go to Cornelius: God’s resurrection news could 

NOT be kept within merely Jewish boundaries.  Thank God! 
 

Read again the accounts of Holy Week, Easter and Pentecost over this coming 

week.  As you identify with the feelings and situations of those first disciples 

more closely because of our current situation, allow yourself to be opened up by 

the Spirit to the mind-blowing and life-changing consequences of the resurrection 

in the same way as they were.  Ask God to show you the boundaries he’s asking 

you to step beyond in order to share this new resurrection life more widely.  Pray 

for his Spirit to give you courage to be obedient.  And pray like never before for a 

great outpouring of God’s Spirit on our nation and leaders so we will turn back to 

him and his ways. 
 

Even, and especially, in these dark times there’s all to play for!  Hallelujah!  

Christ is Risen!  He is risen indeed – Hallelujah!  AMEN 


