
Holy Wednesday 2020 - Rev. 14.18-15.4 

Well, here we are, Holy Wednesday.  If you have made it 

thus far through Holy Week – well done.  Keep with it, 

there are more services to come.  Did you see the set 

reading for tonight – as above – a bit tricky wouldn’t you 

say. Revelation is like that, hard to get to what John the 

Divine meant as he struggled to share his visions with the 

reader and, even for him, let alone us, to make sense of 

them. 

It seems to be doubly complicated for us tonight since it 

speaks of great plagues sent from God; and of course 

here we are in the midst of a plague the like of which we 

have never seen before.  One which seems to be bringing 

the world to its economic knees and testing the resolve of 

governments that are seeking to protect the most 

vulnerable sections of their communities.  What on earth 

can it say to us. What is there in it that can possibly speak 

to us? 

I suspect that you may be more like me. I cannot believe 

in a god that would bring down such troubles on the 

earth, simply to teach us some sort of lesson through it, 

or to punish sinful people through it.  I said last night in 

my little homily for the service then, that I understand 

that God is love and that love is of God. And if that is true; 

and there is much more evidence for that in Scripture 

than anything else; then what the world is experiencing at 

the moment is not of God.  It is however part of the 

world, God’s creation. A world that He loved into being, 

and over which He has watched, and loved, and wept 

over ever since.  And a God who is love, is with us in it, 

even when seeing Him in it may be difficult.  But as I said 

yesterday, in all of this there is hope and tonight the hope 

lies in the fact that that even after the plagues that John 

talks of, the people hang on to their understanding of 

God and their faith in Him, who is the almighty, and they 

glorify Him.   

There is the message for us too. We need to hang on to 

what we know that is true, good and loving that we know 

as God, and of God.  We, with Him mourn and weep at 

the mess in which the world can all too often find itself.  

That is not of God, but He is with us in it.  After all that is 

what Emmanuel means, God with us.  And like the people 

of Revelation, laud and revere His name and His presence.  

Let us then praise Him. And when all this is over, as it 

surely will be one day; let us pray that the lessons for us 

all that are there in this, may be learnt by us; and by 

governments all over the world.  And let us all marvel at 



the love, ingenuity and selflessness of so many people.  A 

love that shines out like jewels in the darkness of our 

current situation.   

Our world will never be the same, we will all be changed.  

There is a certainty in that.  The change won’t be worth 

the price that has, and is, being paid.  But the possibility 

of goodness coming out of darkness and into the light is a 

fundamental part of being a Christian [John 1.9].  And 

maybe, just maybe, people may begin to live again in the 

light that darkness can never overcome, and turn to the 

Lord. 

‘For thou only art holy.  All nations shall come and 

worship thee.’ 

A prayer – Christina Rosetti (1830-94) 

O Lord, in whom is our hope, remove far from us, we pray 

thee, empty hopes and presumptuous confidence.  Make 

our hearts so right with thy most holy and loving heart, 

that hoping in thee we may do good; until that day when 

faith and hope shall be abolished by sight and possession, 

and love shall be all in all.          Amen 


