
Celtic Communion for Holy Tuesday Evening 

 

Opening Responses 

  

Leader:   Thanks be to you O God, for this day, 

All:     For the rising of this life itself. 

  

Leader:   Be the purpose of God between us and each  

    purpose, 

All:    The hand of God between us and each hand. 

  

Leader:   The pain of Christ between us and each pain, 

All:    The Love of Christ between us and each love. 

  

Leader:   O God, you are the light of the world, 

All:     Bring us to the guiding light of eternity. 

  

 We light the candles: 

  

Leader:   We light a light in the name of the Maker,  

     who lit the world and breathed the breath of life 

      for us, 

All:     Thanks be to God. 

  

Leader:   We light a light in the name of the Son 

    who saved the world and stretched out His hand 

     for us, 

All:    Thanks be to God. 

  

Leader:   We light a light in the name of the Spirit 

    who encompassed the world and blesses our souls 

     with yearning, 

All:    Thanks be to God. 

  

   

 

  We light three lights for the trinity of love: 

    God above us, God beside us, God beneath us: 

   the beginning, the end, the everlasting one. 

  

Leader:   We gather in God’s name, 

All:    We claim Christ’s promised presence. 

  

Leader:   My brothers and sisters, 

    not out of dread and fear, 

    but believing that God is faithful to forgive, 

let us rid ourselves of what we need to carry no     

longer. 

  

Prayer of Confession and Restoration 

   

Leader:   Let us in silence confess our faults and admit our  

    frailty 

  

Silence 

  

Leader :  Before God, with the people of God, 

    I confess to my brokenness: 

    To the ways I wound my life, 

    The lives of others, 

    And the life of the world 

  

All:    May God forgive you, Christ renew you, 

    And the Spirit enable you to grow in love. 

  

Leader:   Amen 

  

All    Before God, with the people of God, 

    We confess to our brokenness: 

    To the ways we wound our lives, 

    The lives of others, 

    And the life of the world 



  

Leader:   May God forgive you, Christ renew you, 

    And the Spirit enable you to grow in love. 

  

All    Amen 

  

The Reading 

  

Reader:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All:    Praise to you, O Christ 

  

Sermon 

  

Leader:   Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Creed. 

  

All    We believe in God above us, 

    maker and sustainer of all life, 

    of sun and moon, 

    of water and earth, 

    of male and female. 

    We believe in God beside us, 

    Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

    born of a woman, servant of the poor, 

    tortured and nailed to a tree. 

    A man of sorrows, He died forsaken. 

    He descended into the earth 

    to the place of death. 

    On the third day He rose from the tomb. 

    He ascended into heaven 

    to be everywhere present, 

    and His kingdom will come on earth. 

   We believe in God within us, 

   the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

   life giving breath of the church, 

   Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

   source of Resurrection and of eternal life. 

  

Prayers of Intercession  

(ending with the Lord’s Prayer) 

  

All:    Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your name, 

    Your kingdom come, 

    Your will be done, on earth as in heaven, 

    give us today our daily bread, 

   forgive us our sins 

   as we forgive those who sin against us. 

   Save us in the time of trial 

   and deliver us from evil, 

   for the kingdom, the power, 

   and the glory are yours, 

   now and forever.   Amen. 

  

The invitation 

  

Celebrant: Here at this table, Christ is our host. 

    For this is the table 

   where God intends us to be nourished; 

   this is the time when Christ can make us new. 

  

   So come, you who hunger and thirst 

   Jesus Christ, invites us.  

    What we do here, we do in imitation of what 

     Christ first did. 

  

    So now we do as Jesus did.  

    Let us pray. 

    

   The Lord be with you, 

All:    and also with you. 

  

   



  Lift up your hearts 

All:    We lift them to the Lord 

  

    Let us give thanks to God, 

All:    It is right to give both thanks and praise. 

  

  

Celebrant: It is indeed right, 

    for you made us, and before us, 

    You made the world we inhabit, 

    and before the world, you made the eternal home 

    in which, through Christ, we have a place. 

  

    All that is spectacular, all that is plain 

    have their origin in you; 

    all that is lovely, all who are loving, 

    point to you as their fulfilment. 

  

   And grateful as we are 

    we particularly praise you, 

    whom eternity cannot contain, 

    for coming to earth and entering time, in Jesus. 

   

    For His life which informs our living, 

    for His compassion which changes our hearts, 

    for His clear speaking 

   which enables us to hear, 

   for His disturbing presence 

   His innocent suffering, 

   His fearless dying, 

   His rising to life-breathing forgiveness, 

   we praise you and worship Him. 

  

   Therefore we gladly join our voices 

   to the song of the Church 

   on earth and in Heaven: 

  

All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

    God of power and might, 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

   Blessed is He who comes  

   in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Celebrant: And now, lest we believe 

    that our praise alone fulfils your purpose, 

    we fall silent and remember Him who came 

   because words weren’t enough. 

  

   Emptying our hearts, 

   and bringing nothing in our hands, 

   we yearn for the healing, 

   the holding, the accepting, the forgiving 

   which Christ alone can offer.   

   

  Merciful God, send now, in kindness, 

   your Holy Spirit to settle on this bread and wine 

   and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. 

  

   And let that same Spirit rest on us,  converting us 

   from the patterns of this passing world, 

   until we conform to the shape of Him whose food  

   we now share. 

All:    Amen 

  

Celebrant: Among friends gathered round a table, 

    Jesus took bread, and broke it, and said, 

    ‘This is my body – broken for you.’ 

  

   

 



     Later He took a cup of wine and said, 

    ‘This is the new relationship with God 

    made possible because of my death. 

    take it, all of you, to remember me.’ 

  

Celebrant: Jesus, firstborn of Mary, 

All:    have mercy on us. 

  

Celebrant: Jesus, Saviour of the world, 

All:    have mercy on us. 

  

Celebrant: Jesus, monarch of heaven, 

All:    grant us peace. 

  

Celebrant: He whom the universe could not contain, 

    is present to us in this bread. 

    He who redeemed us and called us by name 

    now meets us in this cup. 

    So take this bread and this wine. 

    in them God comes to us 

    so that we may come to God. 

 

(The sharing of the bread and wine) 

  

The Peace  

    Christ who has nourished us, is our peace. 

    Strangers and friends, male and female, 

    old and young, 

    He has broken down the barriers 

    to bind us to Him and to each other. 

    Having tasted His goodness, let us share His peace. 

  

    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All:    And also with you. 

    (The Peace is shared) 

  

Concluding prayer 

Leader:   Let us pray. 

  

All    In gratitude, in deep gratitude 

    for this moment, this meal, and our time together, 

    we give ourselves to you. 

      

    Take us out to live as changed people 

    because we have shared the Living Bread 

    and cannot remain the same. 

    Ask much of us, expect much from us, 

    enable much by us, encourage many through us. 

  

    So, Lord, may we live to your glory, 

    both as inhabitants of earth 

    and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven. 

    Amen 

  

Blessing  

Celebrant: May the road rise up to meet you. 

       May the wind be always at your back. 

       May the sun shine warm upon your face; 

       May the rains fall soft upon your fields  

       and until we meet again,  

       May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

        

       And the blessing of God Almighty, 

       The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

       Be with you, and all for whom you have prayed 

       This day, and forever more . 

All:       Amen 

  

Leader:   Let us go into the world rejoicing. 

    It is Christ who goes before us. 
  

All:       Thanks be to God. 


