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 Evensong sermon, 8th  March 2020 
 
Readings: Psalm 135: (vs 1-14) 
                  Numbers 21: 4-9 
                  Luke 14: 25-33 
 

The despair is palpable, it emanates from the tv 

screen: Families with small children, young and old 

people running, a man of indeterminate age unable to 

walk is carried a few metres then put into a rickety 

contraption which could be a chair. A young child by 

this man’s side stands forlornly, waiting, for what or 

whom?  

These were the scenes at the Turkish/Greek border re-

cently where a tide of humanity is hoping to escape 

the horrors of war. All these people want is safety, a 

place to stay, where there is no destruction, no immi-

nent danger to life. But Greece, already swamped by 

too many refugees does not want them, it seems no-

one does, superfluous people. This picture is hard to 

delete from my mind. How have things come to this in 

the 21st century? 

 

How far removed is my own life from theirs? And yet  

do I count my blessings? (and there are many to 

count)  No, I complain about small things: the dish-

washer is broken; what a calamity! 

The OT reading is from the book of Numbers where the 

Israelites are complaining to Moses and God about their 

lot.The food is poor, they have forgotten the good things 

God has done in their lives. Like me, instead of seeing the 

bigger picture, they whinge. In turn, God punishes his 

people. Moses intercedes and God relents. Clearly, their 

faith in God is thin when the going gets tough.The Isra-

elites learn a hard lesson until the next time. 

The psalmist reminds us. 

Your name, O Lord, endures forever, your renown 

O Lord throughout all ages. The Lord will vindicate 

His people and have compassion on his servants. 

 

 Just like people today, we can follow our faith as long as 

everything in our lives is fine. Hit a problem and where is 
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our faith then? Do we trust in God steadfastly? Perhaps 

we should because He sent Jesus as a last ditch attempt 

to sort out humanity. The news report to which I referred 

earlier is evidence that we still need to be sorted. 

The reading from Luke tonight is hugely challenging, un-

comfortable. 

Here, Jesus presents us with a word picture which, 

frankly, is horrifying.  

‘Take up your cross and follow me’  

2000 years ago this would have had literal meaning. 

Those condemned to die by crucifixion had to carry their 

own cross to the place of execution. We read on: 

If anyone comes to me and does not hate Father 

and Mother, Wife, brother and sister, yes, even 

their own life-such a person cannot be my disciple. 

 

Think about it: The original disciples did leave their fam-

ilies and jobs to follow Jesus. It was imperative that there 

should be no distractions. Jesus is asking for uncondi-

tional commitment, no half hearted promise to follow 

him, there was too much at stake. 

Think for a moment of Jesus’ audience, the time of his 

ministry. There was an urgency about his task, Jesus 

knew that he had only limited time on earth. A lot of 

teaching had to be done so that it had time to take root 

and spread. His mission of peace, love, compassion, for-

giveness, healing of a broken humanity had to be embed-

ded so that after the resurrection, His disciples were 

ready to ‘Go into the (rest of the) world and preach 

the gospel to all creation.’ 

 

And to this date, 2020, has the gospel message been 

heeded by mankind?  Why are we witnessing such des-

perate scenes of dispossessed refugees seeking that 

which we here tonight take for granted: a safe home for 

us and our loved ones. And yet, how many do we know 

who, like me, complain about irritating but not life threat-

ening things? 
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In the Luke reading Jesus challenges us to focus on the 

spiritual rather than on the material. 

He draws us a word picture of a tower builder who has 

not thought through his project. The most important 

building project going on at this time was that of the Tem-

ple in Jerusalem. Herod the Great had begun it and his 

heirs were carrying on with the work, little knowing that 

within a short time this beautiful edifice would be left a 

smouldering ruin along side the rest of the city, destroyed 

and its citizens scattered across the world.  

In the same way Jesus’ warning about making war 

against the Romans had fallen on deaf ears. His listeners 

were too eager to hang on to their ancestral possessions, 

ready for the fight. And yet when they squared up  to 

their oppressors, they were annihilated. They were facing 

a real emergency and did not respond appropriately. Je-

sus’ calls for peace fell on deaf ears. 

We are not all asked to give up everything we own or turn 

our backs on our loved ones. But we need to keep a sense 

of perspective certainly of our love for possessions. We 

know only too well that sometimes life can change in an 

instant. 

 Think of the many flood victims in our own country. 

Some have lost everything. The Syrian people to whom I 

referred at the beginning of this talk would not have im-

agined their lives to fall apart in such a catastrophic way. 

To all natural and man made disasters we are called upon 

as Christians to respond with compassion and where pos-

sible, with practical means. 

Sometimes we need to be shaken out of our comfy com-

placency. Most people across the world just want to live 

in peace. Jesus talked a lot about peace. It’s God’s peace 

and it underpins God’s kingdom here on earth. 

Being a disciple of Jesus means putting aside selfish de-

sires, to understand that we belong to him, that we 

should live to serve his purpose. That means striving to 

make a difference in this fractured world. 

For his followers 2000 years ago it meant exile from all 

they had known, persecution and death. 
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Today, Luke’s passage is timely in this season of  Lent, 

the lean season for self examination, reflection and a gen-

eral review our faith. 

We need to be reminded that discipleship can be costly. 

 

One of the most challenging books written on this topic is 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s ‘The cost of discipleship’. It is cen-

tred on an exposition of the Sermon on the Mount, in 

which Bonhoeffer spells out what it means to follow 

Christ. First published in 1937, when the rise of the Nazi 

regime was underway in Germany, it was against this 

background that Bonhoeffer's theology of costly disciple-

ship developed,  ultimately leading  to his execution in 

April 1945. 

 

Bonhoeffer really did take up Christ’s cross: he stood up 

against a barbaric regime by speaking out against it and 

paid with his life.  

Not all Christians are called to such a sacrifice. However,  

Our lives may not be in imminent danger because of our 

faith, moreover the question should be why were and 

are there so many people who like Bonhoeffer who have 

sacrificed so much by following Jesus’ teaching? 

This Lent ask yourself these questions:Do I believe? Why? 

Are the teaching of Jesus reflected in my life?If so, how? 

What do I get out of it? 

Discipleship is not just an individual thing. Belonging to a 

church community where we can encourage one another. 

is important. It is when we are part of a community, part 

of the body of Christ, that it is easier to hold firm, perse-

vere in our faith: 

so then, brothers and sister, hold fast to that tradi-

tion that you were taught … 

….do the work of the evangelist, carry out your 

ministry fully… 2 Thessalonians  2:15 

 

so writes St.Paul to the church in Thessalonica.  

As followers of Jesus we are called upon to serve by using 

the many varied gifts God has bestowed on us. 
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 These should be used for the common good within our 

church community and outside. 

As his disciples, Jesus needs us to help establish God’s 

kingdom on earth. Pray that this may come to help the 

plight of the many across the globe who are so wretched 

because of man’s inhumanity to man. 

 And yet there are millions of Christians around the globe, 

hearing God’s call, following, or in my case tottering, in 

Jesus’ footsteps. 

I assume that the fact you’re all sitting here tonight must 

mean that something in Jesus’ teaching has touched you, 

that what He has to offer is for you even if it is at times  

challenging.  

May you find time and space this Lent to grow closer to 

Jesus, our Lord and our redeemer. 

 
Amen 


