
PASSION PRAISE SERVICE FOR 10AM ON SUNDAY 29th MAR 2020 
 
Gathering Prayer 
 
Almighty God, 
you rejoice with those who rejoice, 
you mourn with those who mourn, 
and you call us to do the same. 
Help us to come to you today 
with honesty and openness, 
sharing our sorrows 
and knowing your comfort. 
In Jesus name we pray. 
Amen 
 
Opening Praise and Worship 
MP1222 - Strength will rise 
MP1003 - My Jesus, my Saviour 
MP1227 - The splendour of the king 
MP506 - O Lord my God 
 
Confession  (Said together) 
 
God of the journey, your invitation is to all, 
to walk with you without fear of stumbling, 
Your arm strong enough to steady the feeblest soul, 
Your grace sufficient to rescue us should we fall. 
Grant us faith enough to take you at your word, 
To know that when our hearts are heavy, 
and the destination seems so distant, 
that you are there with us along the road. 
Forgive us those times when we doubt your Word, 
when we awake and feel alone, for you are always with us. 
Draw us ever closer into your family, 
that we might know your presence, 
and sing your praises, 
all the days of our lives. Amen 
 
Words of Consolation 
 
I encourage you 
in times when you forget what it is to smile, 
when your heart is so heavy it hurts, 
and it feels as though no one understands. 
 
I encourage you 
in your 'lostness', 
in your dark nights, 
as you descend the depths of silence, 
and as you brush the bottom of your soul. 
 
I encourage you 
to passionately wait, 
to diligently seek, 
to quietly hope, 



to grit your teeth, 
to clench your fist, 
and to continue on. 
 
feel yourself held 
rest, 
breathe, 
trust, 
and above all else, 
hope. 
Amen. 
 
 
MP1168 - Everyone needs compassion 
 
The Gospel Reading:  John chapter 11 verses 1 to 45 - the death of Lazarus 
 
At this point you could, if you wish, pause the recording and listen to the associated 
sermon given by Ali Rees-Blanchard, or you could do that later.  Following the sermon I 
encourage you to listen to the Worship Song of the Week as posted on Facebook - 
Blessed be the name of the Lord by Matt Redman which speaks to the challenge of 
praising God in both good times and bad.   
 
Intercessory Prayer 
 
How long, Lord? Will you forget me for ever?  
How long will you hide your face from me?  
 
Leader: 
We pray for those who feel forgotten and unseen, may they know that they are 
remembered and seen by you God.  
Help us to partner with you to remember the forgotten.  
Search our hearts to reveal those we hide our faces from, the outcast, the stranger or the 
homeless. Change our hearts, that we may turn our faces towards these people and see 
them as your beloved children.  
 
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts  
and day after day have sorrow in my heart?  
How long will my enemy triumph over me?  
 
Leader:  
We pray for those we know who struggle with mental illness, anxiety and depression. We 
pray that there will be resources released to help, enough staff employed and finances 
given towards mental health services nationally. Help us to be a friend and a listening ear 
to those who suffer. Fill us with compassion and wisdom.  
Ultimately, we pray for those who wrestle with sorrow, that they may know your victory 
over those dark thoughts which currently seem to triumph.  
 
Look on me and answer, Lord my God.  
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,  
and my enemy will say, ‘I have overcome him,’  
and my foes will rejoice when I fall.  
 
Leader:  



We pray for those who might be considered fallen by those around them: may they know 
your restoration and grace. Help us to not judge or exclude your beloved children, but 
instead lift them up in prayer, and embrace them with the grace we know in Christ.  
Thank you, loving Father God, for hearing our prayer.  
 
And finally we exclaim together: 
 
But I trust in your unfailing love;  
my heart rejoices in your salvation.  
I will sing the Lord’s praise,  
for he has been good to me.  Amen. 
 
MP757 - When peace like a river 
 
Blessing 
 
You are blessed 
as air travels through you 
expanding your lungs to their full capacity, 
as you hold your breath, 
and as the tinge of pain 
from waiting and holding it all in overwhelms you. 
 
You are blessed 
as life twists, turns, and flips you, 
heartache after heartache, 
working through the strain of life's struggles, 
and trying to find the glimmers of hope 
through the darkness of suffering. 
 
You are blessed 
even in those times when hope is not enough, 
when to persevere seems foolish, 
and when our character fails us. 
 
Do not allow circumstances to deter you -  
there is something much deeper, 
even when not seen, 
that holds you there 
singing to your subconscious, 
something that keeps you coming, 
the hope that God is who he says he is, 
that if we really, truly try, 
we too can rejoice. 
we too can tell the story of suffering, 
of perseverance, 
and of character. 
that we too can know, 
deeply and intimately, 
what it means to hope. 
 
You are blessed 
 
MP1259 - Bless the Lord O my soul 
 



 
Sending Prayer 
 
All:  Thank you, gracious Father,  
for the space to be honest with you today.  
To you all hearts are open,  
from you no secrets are hidden,  
so may we continue to talk openly with you  
as we conclude this time of worship.  
Make us a people who listen to others,  
sharing their sorrows,  
and spreading your comfort.  
In the power of your Spirit, Amen. 
 
Leader:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All:  In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 


