
A CELTIC COMMUNION FOR PALM SUNDAY 

5
TH

 April 2020 

Please join in and use this service in conjunction with the recording of the 

service on the website and led by Bill and Carol Day. You can print it off to 

use as you listen, or keep it up on your screen. 

Please join in with the words in bold type.  

If you would like to, please have ready a small piece of bread and a glass of 

water to share with each other, spiritually, in this online Communion at the 

appropriate point in the service. 

There is a sermon to go with the service which you will find separately 

posted on the website, please listen to that if you would like to, at the end 

of this service. 

Introduction: These are strange times for us all, coping as we are best able, 

under the stresses and strains of dealing with the effects of the Coronavirus.  

But maybe this year, more than any other we should be together, spiritually, 

looking forward in hope to Easter, and learning afresh how we might trust 

in the Lord. 

As we meet, we say together: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

We have come to seek You, O God, just as we are we come. 

We have come to be sought by You, just as we are we come. 

 

We will wait for the Lord.  Our souls wait, and in His word do we hope. 

 

Opening Prayer & Collect 

Lord, you give us life, you give us love, you give us yourself:  

help us to give our lives, our love, ourselves to You;  

through Christ who died and rose again for us  

and who lives with You and the Holy Spirit in everlasting light. 

Amen 

 

 

Almighty and everlasting God,  

who in your tender love towards the human race  

sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ  

to take upon Him our flesh  

and to suffer death upon the cross:  

grant that we may follow the example of His patience and humility,  

and also be partakers of His resurrection,  

through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Confession 

There is one God and mediator between heaven and earth, the man Jesus 

Christ, who gave Himself as a ransom for all people.   

Whoever is on the Lord’s side let them join with me that we may come to 

the visions of God. 

 

So, let us be still and listen to the voice of our hearts:- 

 

Silence 

 

Eternal light, shine in our hearts; 

Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil; 

Eternal Power, be our support; 

Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance; 

Eternal Pity, have mercy upon us. 

 

The journey from death to life is ours through Jesus Christ,  

by the strength and power and mercy of divine love.   

Wherever our path has taken us in the past,  

today is a new time in the eyes of the Lord.   

Let us live in it as children of light. 

Amen 

 

The Creed 

Our God is the mystery, of divine and human, bound together, of power 

and vulnerability, of crucifixion and resurrection. 

 



We celebrate this God who reaches out across boundaries in love, leaps free 

over our barricades and in mercy bends deep into fragile human hearts. 

Amen 

 

The Readings 

Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God  

as it comes to us in the reading of Holy Scripture. 

 

[We listen to our first reading] 

 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us greet the Gospel of Christ,  

[and at the end of the reading we respond with:-] 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

[The sermon is available separately on the website,  

please listen to it after this service.] 

 

The Beatitudes 

My brothers and sisters, let us recall the blessings  

spoken of by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessed are the poor in Spirit; 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Blessed are those who mourn; 

For they will be comforted. 

 

Blessed are the meek; 

For they will inherit the earth. 

 

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 

For they shall be well filled. 

 

Blessed are the merciful; 

For they will be shown mercy. 

 

Blessed are the pure in heart; 

For they will see God. 

 

Blessed are the peacemakers;  

For they shall be called the children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake; 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, 

 

Prayers of intercession and quiet prayer 

Concluding with:- 

God in community we lift our prayers to you in the words which Jesus 

taught us: 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

Now and forever.    Amen. 

 

The story & Communion 

 

So now we do as Jesus did. 

We take this bread and this wine, 

The produce of the earth and fruit of human labour. 

In these, Jesus has promised to be present, 

through these, Christ can make us whole. 

Merciful God send now in kindness, your Holy Spirit,  

to settle on this bread and wine and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. 

 

And let that same Spirit rest upon us, 

converting us from the patterns of this passing world, 

until we conform to the shape of him whose food we now share. 

Amen 

 



[Taking and breaking bread] 

 

Among friends gathered round a table, 

Jesus took bread, and broke it, and said, 

This is my body – broken for you. 

 

[Holding a cup of wine] 

Later He took a cup of wine and said, 

This is the new relationship with God  

made possible because of my death. 

Take it, all of you, to remember me. 

 

He whom the universe could not contain, 

is present to us in this bread. 

He who redeemed us and called us by name 

Now meets us in this cup. 

So, take this bread and wine. 

In them God comes to us, so that we may come to God. 

Amen 

 

[the sharing of the bread and wine] 

 

The Peace 

Christ who has nourished us, is our peace. 

Strangers and friends, male and female, old and young. 

He has broken down the barriers to bind us to Him and each other. 

 

Having tasted His goodness, let us share His peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Concluding prayer and Blessing. 

Let us pray: 

 

In gratitude, in deep gratitude, for this moment, 

this meal, these people, we give ourselves to You. 

 

Take us, to live as changed people, 

because we have shared the living bread and cannot remain the same. 

 

Ask much of us, expect much from us,  

enable much by us, encourage many through us. 

 

So, Lord, may we live by your glory, 

both as inhabitants of earth and citizens of heaven. 

Amen. 

 

When we no longer know how to be, 

May the Father take us on a deeper journey. 

When we no longer know what to do, 

May the Spirit reveal to us your fitting task. 

When all feels lost and foreign, 

May we know your home in Christ. 

 

On the path that is before us,  

may we have companions for the journey. 

May we find Christ in the stranger,  

and may we know the love and blessing of God. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

We go in peace; 

To love and serve the Lord.  Amen 


