
Following  Psalm 40:1-6;  Jn 1: 29-42   Family Communion 19 Jan 20 – Following 

 

Today’s service theme is about how to follow God, about our commitment to him, 

and how to keep going in our faith, so look for hints on these in our readings.  

Above all, look for affirmations that the driving force of our commitment to God 

arises from his unconditional gift of himself to us first.  Nothing we can do can 

earn his love and friendship; it’s freely given.  So what is our response to him? 

 

Ps 40 –  

The psalm shows God taking the initiative to save us by pulling us out of the slimy 

mess and onto a firm place.  Our salvation depends on nothing we can do, no 

sacrifice that we can make, but only on God’s action.   

 

But does that last bit about ears being pierced sound a bit strange?  It is!  I think it 

refers to a little-known law in Exodus 21:6 that if a Hebrew slave loved his master 

and didn’t want to be set free after his time of service he could ask for his ear to 

be pierced to signify his choice to be a slave for life.  So this psalm says our 

commitment to God is to be based on love and life-long commitment, like that 

Hebrew slave.  Our response to God’s saving action is to wait for the Lord, to hear 

his commands, because it’s a relationship of obedience; and our response is to 

sing a new song of praise to him, because it’s also a relationship of love.    

 

We also learn we must keep looking at what God has done and keeps doing: keep 

reminding yourself of his past faithfulness because he will be faithful to us in the 

future, whatever our circumstances.  This is the confidence of our faith. 

 

John 1 –  

Twice in our Gospel we hear the phrase “The Lamb of God”, referring to Jesus.  It 

means Jesus is the sacrifice provided by God, freely, lovingly and unconditionally, 

to open the way for us all to full relationship with him.  There is nothing we can do 

to earn this, it has already been provided.   

 

Our response is to follow God’s way, which is following Jesus.  Like the two 

disciples, we may not know where Jesus is leading, but his invitation is open to all 

and it leads to truth and life.  How can we sustain ourselves on the journey with 

Jesus?   

 

Ask to be filled continually with the Holy Spirit who is also mentioned twice in this 

passage.  We’re like buckets full of water which slosh their contents out as we 

travel so we need continual topping up, by God’s gracious Spirit.  We need his 

guidance and his gifts to keep us following Jesus.  Then we can invite others to 

join the journey too, as Andrew did.   

 

Perhaps start by coming to the Natural Evangelism course at Waypoint church on 

8 & 22 Feb, and plan to take someone to J John on 4 / 5 Apr at Guildhall.  What 



better way to respond to the love of God toward you in Christ than by sharing him 

with others?   

 

 


