Epiphany? What's that?
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Pray. Epiphany; the time we think traditionally of the revelation of God’s plan of
salvation being extended to the non-Jewish Gentile people. Us. How amazing is
that?!? Well, we need SOMETHING to boost our spirits in these grey-dark, postChristmas weeks… But how can thinking about such esoteric matters help us live our
daily lives? My google dictionary tells me that “An Epiphany is an “Aha!” moment,
one when someone is suddenly struck with a new, life-changing realization which
changes the rest of their life”. It also says that often, an epiphany begins with a small,
everyday occurrence or experience. I find that last thought interesting, especially in
light both of our readings today, and what I’ve been learning recently from Genesis.
Epiphanies build on what’s gone before to bring something new.
We see this in our gospel reading. Jesus started his ministry by relocating from
Nazareth to Capernaum in Galilee. By doing this he built, deliberately, on the
prophetic promises given to the Jewish people through Isaiah 600 years before.
These weren’t just dusty, esoteric words known only by scholars; Isaiah’s words were
read regularly in every synagogue throughout Israel, and taught to every Jew from a
very early age. The promise of those words, despite their antiquity, would be alive in
every Jewish mind. The light of God would come from Galilee, a land laid claim to by
both Jew and Gentile! That was a new thought in Isaiah’s day and it would be
interpreted in a new way because of Jesus. But none of his contemporaries could
have been in doubt that Jesus was laying claim to being the fulfilment of that
prophecy from the start of his ministry.
But Jesus didn’t just rely on the ancient prophets. He built on the new and
contemporary ministry of John the Baptist too. There could be no doubt of that either,
as Jesus used the same declaration as his cousin: “Repent for the kingdom of God is
near!”. As an aside, the purpose of the coming of the light prophesied by Isaiah was,
of course, so that there could be no doubt about the need for repentance for the light
shows up all the darkness and dirt in our lives. But, of course, Jesus went on to
develop the call to repentance in a new way by claiming, not just that the kingdom of
God was near, but that it had actually come: “The kingdom is among you!” he said.
And that proclamation was radically new, even though it built on all that God had
done before, since the creation. It meant a new way of living in the world, a new
hope, a new way of relating to God and other humans, a new way of seeing how
everything points to our faithful God. Those who saw it, in the prophesied light, had
that “Aha!” moment which built on all that had gone before yet moved their lives in a
new direction. They had no doubt this was God acting in the world.
I think we see that “Aha!” moment in the disciples that Jesus called to follow him.
They’d met him before, as we read in the first chapter of John, so knew something of
him already. But this time they chose to leave everything and throw their lot in with
Jesus. This marked a turning point in their lives, when they opened up to the
possibility of something new happening – FOR THEM! Despite subsequent ups and
downs, and even desertions, those disciples changed the world. Now THAT was a
new thing! I wonder, though, do we think that God wants to do anything new for and

through us? Today? Are you prepared for your own epiphany? Might not that be a
little uncomfortable?
Well, we started talking about light. Psalm 27 starts with light too: “The Lord is my
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” In the light of the Lord I see not just that I
need the repentance preached by John and Jesus, but I also see that God is my
security and my long-term hope: even if my nearest blood relatives, my mother and
my father, forsake me, the Lord will receive me. Thus even when all around desert us
and the foundations of our lives are shaken to the core, (even by untoward
epiphanies!), we can trust that God will lead us through. We should be in no doubt
there is nothing that will shake his commitment to us. If he brings us to a point of
epiphany he will also guard us and direct us through the consequences of it. It’s what
he does. So we shouldn’t be afraid of an epiphany, or even ignore it, rather we
should seek it and embrace it.
Because just as Jesus wanted his contemporaries to be in no doubt about who he
was, by actively fulfilling the ancient prophecies and showing the power of God
among them, God wants us to be in no doubt that he is among us today too, wanting
to do new things. As I’m learning anew from my study of Genesis, God is always in
the business of doing new things, making fresh starts, calling people into deep and
intimate relationship with him in ways they hadn’t expected, regardless of age,
experience, wealth or mental capacity. That theme is one of the golden threads
running through the entire bible and on through all Christian history to our own time.
So as we open ourselves regularly to the power of his Word and the light of his Spirit
he will be true to his nature and give US fresh understandings that will change our
lives too. This has happened to me, just this week. I saw something new in the Bible
that has given me a fresh hope and new outlook on the future; there’s a new
conviction that God really does have a purpose for the way a particular area of my life
is. That gives me a security about it in a deeper way than I’ve had before and, even
while I still work on the implications of this epiphany, I can have no doubt that God will
work through it for good.
Yes, the hope that God provides is sure and certain: by using the light he provides we
can have hope not just for the future new, resurrection life, but as the Psalmist
concludes, we can also be confident that we will see the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living – one of my favourite bible verses! So wait for the Lord, be strong
and take heart and wait for the Lord. Let his light and life infuse your being in a new
way. And, at the same time, look in his light for what new epiphany he will give you,
what new thing he will call you to! And enjoy it! AMEN.

