Remembrance Sunday, 10th November 2019 Evensong
Readings: Psalm 46
Micah 4:1-5
Romans 8: 31-end

constructing a wall through the centre of the city. If life in
the then eastern part of Germany was tough, it was about
to get a whole lot worse. Autocracy was now making a
visible mark upon the country. It was also a case where
international politics was intruding on a young life.

My head was stuck into the washing machine when the

Within a relatively short time, the Eastern part of the

phone rang. Upon answering, the voice on the other end

country was sealed off from the outside world with heavy

belonging to a friend, said something about the Berlin

fortifications along its borders, including soldiers armed

wall coming down. It was on the news, was I not watching

to the teeth with express orders to shoot suspected es-

it?

capees on sight. One of those making a dash for freedom

As I could not quite trust what I had been told, I put the

was a chap who was in my class at school. He was ap-

TV on and there were pictures of people, lots of them;

prehended, incarcerated and not heard of again. His fa-

some appeared to be scaling the hated monument. Amaz-

ther was simply told that his son was an enemy of the

ingly, there was no one shooting at the people. Instead, a

state.

lot of them were crying, but with joy. This was unbelieva-

ble. The date was 9th November 1989.

This was a regime where there was no justice, where the
concept of human rights was anathema and simple hu-

I was ten years old, when, on 13th August 1961 my gran-

man compassion was in short supply. This was the coun-

dad came home from a nightshift on the railways and an-

try of Martin Luther. But he was only lauded for standing

nounced that the Communist regime in East Berlin was

up to the oppressor of his time, the Church in Rome, the
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fact that his faith had motivated this enormous challenge,

Now was surely a time for freedom, for peace to establish

was ignored by the communist leaders.

itself once and for all.

The Christian Faith was frowned upon in the German

But no, with the demise of Communism, ethnic divisions

Democratic Republic and actively discouraged, churches

opened up into open war, where neighbour was pitched

were neglected as relics of the past. And yet, when dis-

against neighbour. Some fault lines appeared among

sent and opposition to the regime finally came, it started

those of different faiths and soon brutality erupted yet

in the church where J.S. Bach was organist and composer

again within countries where different nationalities wanted

for many years.

autonomy over others.
A cauldron of hate was unleashed in acts of terrible cruelty

Having lived on both sides of the divide, I never believed

across the Balkans, as well as parts of Russia. People had

that the wall would ever come down.

been liberated from a repressive ideology and instead of

What happened 30 years ago on 9th November in Berlin

embracing peace, sought to make war, this time not on

was then replicated across the Eastern part of Europe, in-

other nations but literally, with their neighbour.

cluding Russia.: Communism fell, people rejected its repressive, evil ideology for the freedom enjoyed in other

When Paul was writing to the church in Rome he knew

parts of Europe. The most astonishing thing about these

that there would be terrible persecutions ahead. Those

momentous events was that the overthrow of a repressive

early Christians would face challenges when their faith

ideology that had lasted for decades, became a peaceful

would be really tested. The extract we heard tonight not

revolution and, most amazingly, it started in a church of

only serves to comfort God’s people but it reaffirms His

Christ.

profound love.
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mind of man.. It seemed that mankind had not learnt from
‘….who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? …

the worst wars in human history.

I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any

It is therefore right that we come together every year at

powers, neither height nor depth nor anything else in all

this time as a nation to remember all those who have died,

creation will be able to separate us from the love of God

not just in the two WWs but in the numerous other con-

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’

flicts there have been since 1945. As we are gathered
here tonight, there are still too many conflicts and wars

Such a powerful passage! It gives comfort and reassur-

raging in various parts of our world.

ance that God will not let us go, whatever our situation. No

Each year we reflect on war and remember its millions of

matter what happens to us, where we find ourselves, the

victims, to honour those affected in the past and into the

love of God in Jesus surrounds us, upholds us and ulti-

present.

mately heals us but only if were willing to submit to that

It appears there’s an almost unquenchable thirst for a pol-

love.

icy of hate among some rather than the pursuit of peace.

Unfortunately, war is as old as mankind. Within a decade

And so the sufferings of millions goes on, killed, maimed,

of WW2 coming to an end, with millions dead, injured and

dispossessed and damaged by wars.

displaced, the world was engaged upon the cold war. The

Will human kind ever take to heart the teachings of Jesus

Berlin became its hated symbol of division. The cold war

and his call for peace, love, justice, compassion? Will

had the potential to ignite into yet another open conflict,

there ever be a time

this time with the deadliest weapons ever devised by the
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‘when nation will not take up sword against nation and will

to true worship and obedience. God is always steadfast in

not train for war any more’

His love for us and He will welcome us gladly when we

No wonder this reading is often used on Remembrance

turn to him as the psalmist writes:

Sunday, the idea that ‘ nation will not take up sword

As Christians we have a duty ‘…to act justly and to love

against nation and will not train for war any more..’

mercy and to walk humbly with your God…’

In his book, the prophet Micah emphasises the need for
justice and peace in the world. He sets out God’s case
against Israel and Judah, their leaders as well as their

We can only marvel at God’s love, despairing of human

people, greedy for power and land. Again and again, Mi-

activity. As a last ditch attempt to demonstrate that love,

cah presents the picture of our God who hates sin as He

God sent his son, Jesus to save humanity by accepting

is the God of love. He stands as rightful judge and will

our wrongs on a cross. There he was despised, humili-

mete out just punishment to all who defy his rule.

ated, suffered, only to rise again thereby demonstrating
the power of that divine love.

‘…the Lord will judge between many peoples and will set-

Let us pray

tle disputes…nation will not take up sword against nation

Lord, hear us as we pray:

and will not train for war any more…’

With these words, Micah gives hope and consolation as
he emphasises God’s love. The truth is that judgement
comes after countless opportunities to repent, to turn back
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History can inspire or trap.
Walls can protect or divide.
Words can encourage or inflame.
Power can free or destroy.
Touch can comfort or violate.
Peace can be shared or withheld.

Gracious God, on this day,
when we remember past and present conflicts,
we pray for the divided peoples of the world,
that leaders, governments and each one of us
may use our resources,
our opportunities and our lives
in the service of reconciliation,
for the sake of future generations
and to the glory of your name.
Amen.
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