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 Evensong 22nd September 2019 
 
Readings: Psalm 129 
                 Ezra 1 
                 John 7: 14-36 
 

 

For the word of God in Scripture, for the word of God among 

us, for the word of God within us, thanks be to God. 

Amen 

Some of you might say  we live in interesting times. Others, 

and I count myself among their number, would say we live in 

potentially dangerous times: political turmoil, once the pre-

serve of other countries (never in England’s green and pleas-

ant land!) and all the potential uncertainties this brings in its 

wake such as social problems, poverty. 

 Across the world people’s lives are made wretched by war, 

violence, starvation not to mention climate change. The un-

seasonably hot weather of recent years has brought rejoicing 

among so many (at least the sun is shining and it’s warm) but 

for climate scientists, irrefutable evidence of something far 

more sinister, is at work, most probably the result of man made 

activity. 

 That’s when we need reassurance, certainty, a profound truth 

-our faith in God, the one constant throughout our turbulent 

human history.  

Tonight we had 2 psalms, 125 (sung) aptly entitled ‘The secu-

rity of God’s people’,  psalm 129 appointed entitled ‘ prayer for 

the downfall of Israel’s enemies, please read.  

The psalms were written by individuals experiencing pain, up-

heaval, tragedy, loss, but they also express profound faith in a 

God who works in the lives of his people. When there is no 

hope, only despair, then we need God more than ever. Then 

our faith should become the rock upon which our lives should 

be built. There will always be challenges, whether in our per-

sonal lives or on a national or international scene. The psalms 

bear witness to this as prayers in response to the various vi-

cissitudes of human life. They’re worth exploring! 

  

I think here not only of the immediate story of the Jewish na-

tion, mirrored again in the OT reading tonight and their tribula-

tions but of those of the early Christian church. Against all the 

persecutions, this once tiny sect has survived to become a 
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world wide faith. These stories should inspire us and give our 

faith a boost. As Jesus said to Peter: 

‘…on this rock I will build my church …and the gates of Hades 

will not overcome it.’   

 

Our reading from Ezra marks the end of a period of exile for 

the Jewish nation. We’re  talking the middle of the 4th century 

BC. The Persian king Cyrus has conquered the Babylonians 

and told the Israelites they’re free to go home to Jerusalem. 

What’s more, he has restored to them all the precious vessels 

which had been stolen from their temple when it was sacked 

by the Babylonians. Cyrus now wants them to go home and 

rebuild this very Temple:  

‘ The Lord of Heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the 

earth (oh, yes, Cyrus had conquered a huge area) and he has 

appointed me to build a temple in Jerusalem…) 

I don’t think for one moment the Persian king had become a 

convert to Judaism by acknowledging the one true God, far 

from it, but it was expedient for a conquerer of a large, diverse 

people to get them on side for obvious reasons.  

And so the Jews return home from their exile. Ezra, the scribe, 

even gives us an inventory of some of the stolen items to be 

returned. 

Still, the good news is that the long captivity in a foreign land 

has ended and the people were allowed to return to their 

homeland. God has worked in their lives, their past disobedi-

ence is wiped out and they are restored, physically as well as 

spiritually. Until the next time…. 

While languishing as exiles in Babylon the Jews were, predict-

ably, very unhappy. Read psalm 137 and you get a sense of 

their despair as well as the psalmist giving some helpful  ideas 

for vengeance : 

‘…Babylon, doomed to destruction…happy is the one who 

seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks… 

 

Sentiments that are not really compatible with godliness. 

Tonight’s NT reading from John has an undercurrent of men-

ace. 
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 Jesus has been preaching in the temple and it’s clear that he 

has been upsetting some of his listeners, the keepers of afore-

mentioned temple and the holiest of Holy. they are keepers of 

the law of Moses  and here they are telling Jesus he’s ‘demon 

possessed…there is also more than a hint that they want to kill 

him’. What IS their problem? for centuries they have waited for 

a saviour and and now he’s standing in front of them, telling 

them:  

 

‘Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether 

my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.’ 

 

In other words those who attempt to know God’s will and do it 

will know intuitively that Jesus is telling the truth about himself. 

These religious leaders had clearly missed all the bits in scrip-

ture which foretell of the coming of the Messiah, either that or 

that message had been drowned out by their own egos. The 

temple elite were powerful and so could afford to dispense 

their dubious opinions on Jesus. Note, how quickly they bring 

about conflict by challenging him. 

Who IS this chap speaking with some authority but…. 

… Where, now, is their faith? Does that sound familiar? How 

often have we been in a situation when we have drowned out 

that ‘still, small voice of calm’ (and reason) judged, con-

demned, resisted God’s nudge in His direction and blithely 

gone our own way? 

So what precipitated the fuss, this hostility at the temple this 

time? 

This time it all started because He healed a man on the Sab-

bath. 

Jesus broke the law of Moses.  But he presents them with a 

conundrum: a baby boy must be circumcised on the 8th day, 

even if it’s the Sabbath, the law must be obeyed. However, 

when it comes to healing a man, just tell him to hang on until 

after  teatime?  

Jesus is doing something new, radical, compassionate, reveal-

ing the close affinity His heavenly Father seeks with us.He is 

rewriting the rules within a moral framework where people are 

free from the ritualistic aspect of the temple authorities and the 

laws.  

‘"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Proph-

ets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  
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(Matthew 5:17) 

Jesus’ new way of operating is not detrimental to life and limb, 

it is, however, life changing for those who hear His truth . He’s 

thrown out the old fear ridden rule book with its quick judge-

ments, inflexibilities and fear.  Instead ,He has given us life, a 

new life where forgiveness and love are the order of the day.  

 Jesus says  

‘Whoever believes in me, as the scripture has said, rivers of 

living water will flow from within them.’ 

 a reference to the Holy Spirit who will transform lives through 

faith. 

Tonight’s reading is challenging from the point of view that it 

evokes a range of reactions from Jesus’ audience. There are 

some in the crowd who are immediately condemnatory, others 

are less hasty in their judgement. 

 I guess that we all need to read the gospels, listen to the mes-

sage afresh as to who Jesus is to us. How do His teachings 

influence our daily lives?  

It’s not compulsory to be a Christian but, speaking as a relative 

late comer to the faith, I’d say that there is something compel-

ling about it, something liberating.  

And so back to the beginning of my mental perambulations: 

ah, yes, political turmoil, a broken world. 

 The Bible is full of human stories/ disasters.  

The problem is that like the religious leaders of Jesus’ day 

those in charge of more than a hand cart in our own time think 

they’re unique, they have the answers to the world’s problems.  

Fortunately, we are all part of this transitory life but as spiritual 

beings we can pray, pray hard for a resolution to the turmoil as 

well as the  divisions in our own country and trust that God is 

ultimately in charge. That He will right the wrongs visited on  

people by making everything new: 

‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 

death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 

has passed away.’  

Let us hope and pray for that day. 

Amen 

 
 


