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 Pentecost Sunday, 9th June 2019 
 
Readings: Psalm 33.12-end 
Exodus : 33: 7-20 
Acts 2: 1-21 
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be ac-

ceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

(from Psalm 19) 

 

This past week saw commemorations to mark the beginning 

of the end of WW2 when thousands of allied troops landed 

along the coast of Normandy and its hinterlands. An unsea-

sonal low pressure system with fierce winds postponed oper-

ations for a day. Even as this vast army set out across the 

channel, the winds were unkind to those brave men. 

 Blustery winds can have a real impact on us. Strong winds 

can be terrifying, an untamed natural phenomenon, beyond 

our control. And yet, these winds, gentle or fierce, dictating a 

huge military operation such as the D-day landings, can also 

be beneficial. I think of these movements of air as blowing 

away pollution, chasing rain clouds: all part of our creation. 

That’s how the Holy Spirit manifested itself on the day of Pen-

tecost. 
 
 

A whooshing noise ‘a noise like the sound of a strong blowing 

wind’ went through the house where the disciples were sitting. 

Note, how they are all together in one place! As if this was not 

scary enough ‘then tongues, seemingly made of fire, appeared 

to them, …coming to rest on each one of them…’ 

Think about it: fire and wind, both are wild, untameable forces 

and the experience of the wind rushing through the house with 

a great roar and the fire coming to rest upon each person pre-

sent, must have been both terrifying as well as exhilarating. 

This, then, too,  is a natural force  beyond human control. 

 

 Although this divine Spirit would have been known to the dis-

ciples from their study of scripture, to actually experience it in 

the way they did on that momentous day, would have been 

alarming to say the least.  

 

In his narrative, Luke is silent on the emotional effect  on the 

disciples. Instead, he concentrates  on the important issue: 

This now marks the beginning of their ministry on earth, ful-

filling Jesus’ command: 

 

‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 

and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.’ 
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After tasking his disciples, Jesus ascends to heaven. 

‘ he was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight.’ 

 

I feel for them: they had left their families and trade, for three 

years they had followed Jesus, been his friends, saw him be-

trayed, crucified. Still trying to make sense of their risen Lord, 

this diverse group of largely uneducated men and women 

gathered once more to decide as to who should replace Judas, 

when they’re hit by a rushing wind, as well as flames  which 

enabled them  to speak in different languages. 

 

 Their heads must have been all over the place and to suggest 

they were terrified, even traumatised after all that had hap-

pened in their lives in the space of a short few weeks, would 

be an understatement.  

I might have gone home for a bit of peace and quiet. Yet these 

frightened, puzzled individuals very quickly became a force to 

be reckoned with. 

Unlike some storms of our experience, this fearsome wind was 

benign, an enabler, filling them with  power from on high. It 

made them feel so alive, ready to bear powerful witness to Je-

sus and His resurrection, to win converts from the very first 

day.  

And so to Whitsun or Pentecost 

. In Judaism the Festival of Weeks or Pentecost was a harvest 

festival that was celebrated seven weeks or 50 days after the first 

Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Passover. All 

Jewish religious tradition goes back to the story of the Exodus 

from Egypt. 

 

In tonight’s OT reading Moses is  encountering  God in the special 

tent of meeting, mediating on behalf of the Israelites, seeking re-

assurance that God will accompany them on their journey to the 

promised land. 

Even though Moses is permitted to speak to God, ‘a pillar of cloud 

…stands at the entrance’  therefore shielding any face to face 

meeting, a reminder of the barrier which existed between the di-

vine and the human. 

Moses had been given the law carved in stone, the covenant be-

tween the people and the divine. With this he  came down the 

mountain. 

Now, Jesus had gone into heaven, ascended  and - so Luke wants 

us to understand - he is now coming down again, not with a written 

law carved on tablets, but with the dynamic energy of the law de-

signed to be written on human hearts.  

 

And that’s why God did the most amazing thing for humankind: 

He sent His son, Jesus, to come among His people. Gone are the 

tents, the veils, the pillars of cloud, stacks of fire, just Jesus, the 
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human part of the divine, of a God who loved His creation, he 

became one of us. 

 

And what of this the final part of the Trinity: the Holy Spirit. I don’t 

know about you, but to me, It, He, she is always an afterthought 

and yet…. 

It was the Holy Spirit which enabled the disciples to do their work 

and spread the good news of Jesus within a relatively short space 

of time across the then known world. By the time that world got 

bigger, our faith had taken on a life of its own.But it was never 

going to be plain sailing. Remember what Jesus said to his follow-

ers during his time on earth, as recorded in Matthew’s gospel: 

 

‘If any of you want to become my followers, let them deny them-

selves and take up their cross and follow me.’ 

 

Plenty would run for the hills upon hearing these words.But then  

whoever said being a Christian was going to be easy? 

But those early pioneers of the faith were made of sterner stuff. 

They had known Jesus, and all that he had said to them in his 

time with them. Finally, everything was being revealed to them bit 

by bit with the help of that Holy Spirit.  

It is this spiritual, ethereal part of God and Jesus which can work 

miracles in people’s lives. How? 

 

 We ask by prayer that the Holy Spirit work in our lives, to enable 

us to follow in Jesus’ footsteps, to bring His gifts of love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self- control to the world. 

 These gifts are already abundant in people. Just like items online, 

they need to be activated. 

 And here’s the thing: you can speak to different Christians and 

some will tell you that they have been zapped,  Damascus like 

and all is clear in faith terms.I am most happy for them. Others 

might reluctantly admit that , clearly, they’re not worthy of the Holy 

Spirit’s attention as nothing earth shattering has occurred in their 

lives. Not the fierce, but the gentle breeze, is stirring within.  

 Nothing remarkable has happened to me apart from making an 

advantageous marriage to a church warden. 

 But looking back, meeting him was a turning point in my life: Peter 

may have taken me into a church building but I believe that a 

greater power, or gentle, spiritual breeze, has been at work in my  

life ever since. 

 

The best news about the Holy Spirit is that it’s for everyone. At 

last, God is completing His great new covenant with His people, 

you and me included. 
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‘In the last days, declares God, I will pour out my spirit on all peo-

ple,….Yes, even slaves, men and women alike, will I pour out my 

spirit… 

 

The words of the prophet Joel. 

The events of Pentecost, in 1st century terms, are politically very 

incorrect but very exciting. 

The work of God’s new creation appears to be beginning here, 

where Jesus’ friends and family are gathered, not in the Temple, 

or a rabbinic school, but here, where those who had been with 

Jesus and had seen him alive again after his resurrection, find 

themselves overwhelmed with the fresh wind of the spirit and un-

able to stop speaking about what they had seen and heard. 

Anyone who knows they need rescuing, whatever from, can ‘call 

on the Lord’ and discover how the spirit can work in their lives. 

No qualifications needed.Just activate those special gifts within 

you to truly follow Jesus’ example. 

This is the faith to which I belong and I thank God for it. 

 

I pray that the Holy Spirit may transform your lives and His gifts 

be in abundance in you. 

Amen 


