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Sunday, 24th March 2019 
 
10 am 
 
Readings: 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13 
                  Luke 13: 1-9 
 

Readers: Mike and Ann Ford 

 

I lift up my eyes to the hills;  
from where is my help to come?  
My help comes from the Lord,  
the maker of heaven and earth. Psalm 121 
 

Handy hints of how to be a dominant force in life, Roman 

 style: 

 

• overrun a country smaller than your own 

• terrorise the locals by ignoring their local customs 

• irritate and upset them by telling them they’re worthless 

• tax them heavily, especially if they’re really poor 

• trample on their religious sensibilities 

• flout their laws 

• nick money from their temple 

• when the locals rebel, murder the insurgents in their temple 

 

This could have been taken from the diary of one Pontius Pi-

late, governor of Judea. Instead,  we know all this from the pen 

of the Jewish Historian Josephus. 

 

Today’s gospel reading starts off with a reference to a particu-

larly nasty bit of brutality: 

 

‘Some Galileans had been in the Temple and Pilate had mixed 

their blood with that of sacrifices..’ 

It was common practice for believers to offer an animal sacri-

fice and the Roman governor, twitchy,  no doubt fearing some 

rebellion, had sent in the troops to massacre the innocent wor-

shippers. That’s what happens when you occupy a country 

and make no attempt to learn about its culture. 

 

Let’s remind ourselves where in Luke’s story we are. 

Jesus had been teaching and preaching to huge crowds, and 

some of what he had to say was really challenging for his con-

temporaries as well as for us. (You will find it recorded in the 

previous chapters of Luke.) 

Now he is on his way to Jerusalem, the capital, where any mo-

ment something nasty could kick off. 

 He has just been told of this latest atrocity and yet he still ven-

tures into the danger zone.  
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 Jesus’ message, however, is hardly encouraging for his lis-

tener. Instead of being sympathetic, he tells them: 

 

‘Do you suppose that those Galileans suffered such things be-

cause they were greater sinners than all Galileans? No, I tell 

you, Unless you repent, you will all be destroyed in the same 

way.’ 

 

Terrible as this incident was, one of many such random acts 

of violence, Jesus is desperately trying to get people to ‘repent’ 

to turn their lives around, not pursue their policy of retaliation  

and violent confrontation towards the hated Romans. There 

cannot be a national rebellion against the oppressor, much 

more is at stake. 

 

‘Those who live by the sword will die by it.’ 

 

Jesus tells one of his disciples during his arrest when the chap 

tries to defend the Lord. 

 

There was more tragic news. 18 people were killed when a 

tower in the Jerusalem district of Siloam collapsed on top of 

them. 

 

‘Do you imagine that they (the 18) were more blameworthy 

than everyone else who lives in Jerusalem? No, I tell you, un-

less you repent, you will all be destroyed in the same way.’Je-

sus says 

 

If the Judeans continue on their path to rebellion against the 

Romans then the city walls, designed to protect, will collapse 

as they’re being destroyed and kill more people. 

They needed to heed God’s kingdom call to repentance and 

turn away from violent thoughts and actions.  

What Jesus’ listeners could not have known at that moment in 

time was that a few years later, in 70AD, Jerusalem and its 

Temple would be utterly destroyed by the Romans and those 

Jews who survived the catastrophic events would flee, never 

to return. 

 

The terrible consequences of not heeding Jesus’ call is ampli-

fied by the quite sinister parable of the fig tree. 

While some of Jesus’ parables are really challenging, the mes-

sage in this one seems quite obvious for once. There in the 

garden is a tree without any fruit.  

 

‘…I’ve been coming to this fig tree for three years hoping to 

find some fruit, and I haven’t found any…’ 
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What’s interesting is the ‘three years’. Is Jesus the man in the 

story ? He had been ministering for three years and after that 

time not even his disciples had fully understood Jesus’ mes-

sage or who he really was. 

 

‘…let it alone for one more year. I’ll dig all round it and put on 

some manure. Then if it fruits next year, well and good; if not, 

you can cut it down…’ 

 

Let’s dig one more time, inject some life in the hope people will 

listen and act before it’s too late. 

Last chance saloon time, then, for the people. One last oppor-

tunity to repent, to turn to God, listen to Jesus. If not, then dis-

aster will ensue.  

 

There is no doubt that these were turbulent times for the Jew-

ish nation. Throughout their history they have not always fol-

lowed God’s call and that has led to various national calami-

ties. 

Once again, God is intervening in their lives by sending His 

son so there is a personal connection. No more hiding of faces 

when being ushered into the divine presence. Here is the son, 

the long awaited Messiah,  God becoming man, living among 

his people but they doubt him.  

 

Our reading from St.Paul finds him in Corinth,  an important 

trading hub and multicultural city. There, people were taken up 

with living life to the full, paying scant attention to this itinerant 

preacher proclaiming a new religion. 

But Paul’s perseverance paid off and soon a small fledgling 

Christian community was established. This would have been 

made up of Jews and gentiles, non-believers. 

It is to these folk that his letter is addressed.  

 

And he tells them the famous story of the Exodus, a reminder 

of the time when the Israelites were freed from slavery and 

wandered in the wilderness towards the promised land but  

lead by God. (that would be the pillar or cloud by day, the pillar 

of fire by night).He would not abandon them,  all that was re-

quired in return was that the Israelites kept the faith.  But they 

complain, grumble. They turn away from God instead of trust-

ing.  

As a result things do not go smoothly for them on their journey 

to the promised land. 

 

So why is Paul telling the early church in Corinth the story of 

the Exodus? 

No early Christian would have had trouble understanding this 

story. Paul is making the point  to get them to see that history 
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often has a nasty habit of repeating itself. People don’t seem 

to learn from the past. 

 

‘…these things happened to them as a pattern and they were 

written for our instruction..’ 

 

In other words, learn from History, don’t make the same mis-

takes again. 

 

 What has all this to do with us today? 

 We pride ourselves that we’re not like people in the past.  

Oh, but we are, they just didn’t have smart phones and social 

media. 

Is there anything we can take away from today’s readings? 

 

Just look at our country, the wider world. Once again there is 

turmoil, a fractured nation, people in power who seem to push 

their own agenda, the  rise of nationalism and, the rise of right 

wing extremism. The result: the massacre of innocents in a 

place of worship in New Zealand, an act of such barbarity and 

yet it has strong echoes of what is recorded by Luke in today’s 

gospel 

 

‘‘Some Galileans had been in the Temple and Pilate had mixed 

their blood with that of sacrifices..’ 

 

 These are terrible events, then as now, perpetrated by indi-

viduals who are without a moral compass, with no regard for 

human life, filled with hate. These are the very people who per-

secuted and killed our Lord because they didn’t like his mes-

sage of love, forgiveness and mercy. 

The Christian faith is about far more than personal righteous-

ness or seeking a place in heaven. Part of being a Christian is 

sharing this longing for the world to be set right, for God's king-

dom to come. Part of being a Christian is believing that the king-

dom will come one day and this deep longing will be satisfied 

As Christians we should focus on the gospel, on Jesus’ teach-

ings. It is an alternative way of life, a life where peace and jus-

tice take priority, where every person has worth but above all, 

where all are loved by God. This love is manifest in Jesus, the 

son who is with us now and always. 

 

What can we practically do?  

We can pray for nations and situations. The gospel is our 

guide, it empowers us to speak out against all that is bad in 

the world. 

Let us pray that God’s kingdom will come, here on earth as it 

is in Heaven. 

I pray that we, too, here in this faith community of St.Mary’s  

can be part of that building process. 
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Amen 

 
  
 
 


