CHRISTMAS

Christmas Day will soon be with us, and we
are in a season of preparation. There is much
to be done and enjoyed during December and
we value time with family, friends, neighours
and colleagues in this season of good cheer! In
the dark days of winter, our hearts are lifted by
Christmas lights and log fires, and by shops and
homes decorated for the season. We enjoy the
welcome of warm rooms and smiling faces,
Christmas music and delicious food!

As well as the outer preparation of parties and
presents, there is also the inner preparation.
Each year at Christmas we are invited to welcome not only those among whom we live
and work, but also to welcome the baby born
in a manger – Jesus. Into the dark days was,
and still is, given the Light of the World!
God had long promised a Saviour for his own
people, but when the Saviour arrived, he came
for all people - this is one of the wonderful
surprises of Christmas! When he arrived, there
was no room for him, no home for him. Jesus
was welcomed by shepherds and kings, he was
recognised by a few of those who knew and
served God, but he began life as a refugee, and
was not recognised in his home town. Is he
recognised and welcomed today? Do we make
space in our hearts and lives to welcome him
as God’s saviour?
As a church, we journey through Advent during December, when we not only look back at
God’s promises and look forward to Jesus’
birth, but we also look forward to something
Jesus promised - his return in power and glory!
You are invited to join us through December as
we look back, look forward and receive again
with wonder God’s gift to each of us of Love,
Light and Life in his Son, Jesus Christ.

at St. Mary’s
2018
St Mary’s is not just a building,
but people; a diverse community
who worship God and seek to
serve our local Community
in many ways. We’re here for you
and all your family.
For God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son,
that all who believe in him
should not perish, but have
everlasting life. John 3:16

Wishing you a very
Happy Christmas from

St Mary’s Church

Hook with Warsash
The Church Office,
109, Church Road, Warsash SO31 9GF
Tel: (01489) 570846
Mon - Fri, 10:00 am - 12:00 midday
enquiries@stmarywarsash.org.uk
www.stmarywarsash.org.uk

St. Mary’s is your church
and you are always welcome to
drop in for a visit during the day
or for one of our services.
And of course you are
invited to celebrate
Christmas with us!

Hello, we are Mike and Nicky-Sue Terry,
and we have been the Vicars at your
parish church, St. Mary's, since July 2014.
We are here for you, and hope you will find
that St. Mary's is somewhere you feel very
welcome. We work with a wonderful team
of people, including retired ministers, lay
ministers, a families’ worker and lots of volunteers: everyone has a place here!
The Church stands at the end of Church
Road, past the school. It was built in 1871,
mid-way between the villages of Hook and
Warsash. The Church has a tranquil
atmosphere and is open during the day for
those who would like to pop in for a moment of peace or prayer.
We are a church community seeking to grow
in faith through worship, prayer and learning together; sharing our faith and God's
love through service and mission.

Revd Mike Terry and Revd Nicky-Sue Terry
01489 808296, 07786 023963
vicars@stmarywarsash.org.uk

During Advent

Christmas

Advent Sunday – 2nd December
10am Family Worship – Christingle

Christmas Eve
Monday 24th December
3pm and 5pm Crib Services

A joyful service for the whole family, with songs
and stories, led by the Family Worship Team
and the Music Group.
We will make Christingles to celebrate
God’s gifts of Life, Love and Light!

Thursday 13th December
3.30-5.30pm Messy Church

Crafts, story and songs on the theme of
‘God so Loved the World’
followed by a meal together.
For all the family.

Sunday 16th December
10am Family Nativity Service
Children from our Sunday School, Messy Church
and Stay & Play perform the Nativity
in a relaxed service for everyone!
Carols led by the Christmas Orchestra.
Rehearsal: 9.30am Sat 15th December in church

6.30pm Carols at St Mary’s
A celebration of Christmas
by candlelight led by organ and choir
with Carols and Christmas Readings.

Sunday 23rd December
6.30pm Service of 9 Lessons and Carols
A candlelit service of traditional Bible readings
and carols led by organ and choir.

Informal family services with carols led by
the Christmas Orchestra, and a telling of the
Christmas story as we place nativity figures
into the crib and bless the crib.
Come in your Christmas jumper
or dress as a nativity character!

11.30pm Midnight Communion

Greet Christmas Day with our celebration
of the first Communion of Christmas.
Carols led by organ and choir in
the church lit by candles.

Christmas Day
Tuesday 25th December
8am Holy Communion

A quiet, traditional service from the Book of
Common Prayer, without music.

10am Christmas Family Communion
An informal service for all the family
as we celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Carols led by organ/piano and choir
and we will have Communion together.
Children may like to bring a gift they
have received to show us.

No Evening Service

