
Remembrance Sunday 

 

On this, the 100th Anniversary of the end of the 1st WW, and each 

Remembrance Sunday, we remind one another that in the years - from 1914 -1918, 

and then subsequently in 1939 - 1945, this planet came as near as it has ever done 

to complete destruction. New generations in this century though, still need to hear 

this message of warning loud and clear. Those with grey hair, or even with no hair 

at all, need to point back and say, 'Look! They were world wars! They nearly wiped 

out our planet'. And if the children of the 21st century respond by saying, 'that's 

history. It is centuries away from where we are!' Then let us just remind them how 

wrong they are. Now I don't know exactly how many people died during the last 

world war, I tried to look it up but was unsuccessful. Perhaps somebody here 

knows. Anyway, it must have been many millions, there were 6 million Jews alone 

for instance. 

But there are some things that I know, and these next few facts I have.  Did 

you know that since 1945 there have been some 250 ‘wars’!  Did you also know 

that in those ‘wars’, not world wars but ‘wars’ nevertheless it is thought that there 

have been some 40 million casualties! 

Well, it is obvious from that information, that humanity is still heavily 

committed to destroying people on a massive scale isn't it? War it would seem just 

will not go away will it? And all this despite the efforts and the prayers of millions 

upon millions of people who have suffered the loss of a loved one in a war, the 

many, many more millions of people who have been injured or who have been 

made homeless because of war, and the almost infinitely larger number of people 

who find war to be an abomination and who, when they find themselves 'caught up’ 

in one, ask themselves the question which I am sure that my father's and my 

grandfather’s generation must have asked itself, and perhaps many now in the war 

zones of today, are also asking themselves - how on earth did we get into this 



position? Surely there must be a better way to run our world than to resort to 

continual and massive bloodshed and hatred. 

And of course, there is, we know there is don’t we, deep within the hearts of 

each and every one of us here in this church today, we know that there is the way 

of peace, that lies open before each and every one of us and each and every 

person on this planet. It is the way of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is the 

way of peace and of love -  but it is not a soft option, it is much easier after all to 

hate than to love, hating requires nothing of us really, loving demands our very soul. 

Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God. It is no 

accident that texts often set for Remembrance Sunday are concerned not with 

glory, not with trumpeting victory, or even with war at all, but with the way of love 

that is demanded of each and every one of us if we are truly to be followers of 

Christ.  

You know sometimes people ask me what is the point of Xty, what is the point 

of our ‘evangelism.'? Well of course there are many answers to those questions but 

one that strikes real chords with me today is that if we take our Xn faith seriously, 

and if every other person were to take their Xn faith seriously, then there would be 

no war, and there would be no suffering that is brought about because of the 

inhumanity of one person to another or one nation to another. Because quite simply 

if we all loved God, and loved our neighbour as ourselves, as Jesus Himself told 

us to do, then there would be nobody to start one would there? What greater spur 

can there be for evangelism than that, because in that way lies the salvation of all 

people. 

Now I know that you are going to say that what I have just said is all idealistic 

nonsense and an impossible dream and you could be right, but remember that it 

wasn't me that dreamed the dream, it was our Lord, Him whom we try to follow. He, 

who opened the gate of death to eternal life where nothing can separate us from 

Him,  another impossible dream! It is God who makes impossible demands of us 

to live our lives as we know that He would want us to do. Yes, it all an impossible, 



idealistic dream, but what a dream, what an ideal. That is why we must not forget, 

that is why we must remember on this day even 100 years on from the war to end 

all wars, the results of war.  

And in saying all that, I have not intended and don't want to denigrate the way 

in which lives have been lost; lives, homes, countries have been smashed in 

attempting to overcome the depths of evil to which human beings can descend. I 

owe my very freedom to utter these words today, to those who gave their all on the 

battlefield, in the air and on the sea. Even Xns must at some point recognise that 

evil must be confronted, that there is a point at which we must defend ourselves 

and those whom we love from an evil that might encroach upon it. But we must do 

that from a position of love and not from one of hatred. That is why we must not 

forget those who have made the ultimate sacrifice, in the Wold Wars and the almost 

countless other small, but none the less murderous wars. 

No wonder we need a day like this, a day set aside for remembering! Some 

have treated, and still do treat I guess, Remembrance Sunday as a time to 

remember the glorious victory that has been scored over adversaries and enemies 

who have threatened us. And in a sense that is fair enough, victory over evil is to 

be applauded, we applaud it in the life and work of Jesus who attained the ultimate 

victory. But we all know don't we that that cannot and must not be the first and final 

word. When Jesus was in heated discussion with His opponents He came out with 

some unforgettable words on the theme of glory; they are directed at those, any 

person and any nation tempted to seek self-glory and therefore receive a curse 

instead of a blessing. It is from John 8.54, 'If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing'. 

And Jesus went on to say that the only source of power and glory is God. It is in 

knowing God that we become the recipients of glory. 

We often read of being blessed by God, particularly say the sermon on the 

Mount in Matthew’s Gospel, and there is an aspect to the word blessing which may 

just help us a little as we try to make Remembrance Sunday a living reminder, and 

perhaps even carry this year a greater depth of meaning. In the NT the verb 'to 



bless' literally means 'to speak well of. To speak well of present and past enemies 

is perhaps the extra mile, which to walk, is reserved for the children of God, for 

those who would seek to be identified with His Gospel. If you don't believe me read 

that sermon when you get home, it is the chapters 5 to 7 of Matthew’s Gospel, the 

message is quite clear. Blessed are those who speak well of others, even when 

they have wronged us! 

Nelson Mandela was an extraordinary man, of that there can be no doubt. In 

his autobiography he is quite remarkable in his willingness not to lambaste those 

who persecuted him. You, like me, may be old enough to remember when he and 

Mr. De Klerk (the president of South Africa when Nelson was released from prison) 

were joint recipients of the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize. Nelson Mandela used that 

opportunity, in a speech in Norway, to pay tribute to his fellow recipient as having 

contributed to the peace process in South Africa. He even wrote these words later, 

'I never sought to undermine Mr. de Klerk, for the practical reason that the weaker 

he was, the weaker the negotiation process. To make peace with an enemy, one 

must work with that enemy, and that enemy becomes your partner'. Here is a true 

spirit of blessing, which speaks well of those who represent evil systems, but who 

are still capable of being respected as human beings. It is the stuff' of saintliness. 

It is a reminder of another man, one who was crucified, yet blessed and forgave 

His persecutors. 

So, we are left with the big question, what will it be? Will it be the way of 

blessing or of curse, the way of life or of death? And perhaps more importantly, will 

the people of faith, those who would call themselves God fearing people help or 

hinder the process? One thing is for sure, that I do know, God will not be idle. 

Somewhere He will raise up children of Jesus who will be a source of blessing and 

peace to this planet. Perhaps by the grace of God they might even include us. 

  

 


