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Christ the king, Sunday, 25th November 2018 

 

Readings: Psalm 72.1-7 

           Daniel 5 

           John 18.33-38 

 

May I speak in the name of the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit             

It is no accident that we have just had a season in 

which remembrance has been the focus in church. All 

Saint’ day and the commemoration of the departed 

on All Soul’s day both celebrate a longing to be one 

with Christ as well as honour those who have gone 

before us. 

 

Remembrance Sunday goes on to explore the theme 

of memory, both corporal and individual, as we con-

front issues of war and peace, loss and self giving, 

memory and forgetting. 
 

The annual cycle of the Church’s year ends today with 

the Feast of Christ the King, proclaiming Jesus’ uni-

versal sovereignty and to affirm the Lordship   of 

Christ over all political and social systems, given the 

rise of fascism and communism in the early 20th cen-

tury.  Christ the King celebrates the all-embracing 

authority of Jesus as King and Lord of all things. It  
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marks the end of Ordinary Time,as we journey into 

Advent.  

 

The new church year begins again next week as we 

enter the season of Advent. This is a time for re-

flection and preparation of the coming of the Christ 

child. 

But back to today which is Christ the King? How did 

the day come about?  

Well, it was instituted by Pope Pius X1 in 1925 at a 

time when secularism was on the rise.  The death and 

destruction caused by WW1 caused many to question 

as well as lose their faith. The church felt it was 

important, to establish a feast day which would re-

mind people that Christ was king over all creation. 

 

 The  Greek words ‘Messiah’ and ‘Christ’ both mean 

‘anointed' one and the expected king would deliver 

Israel from the hands of the Romans.  

But Jesus came to free all people, not just from the 

oppressor but from sin and death. Thus the king of 

the Jews and the cosmos does not rule over a kingdom 

of this world, but to proclaim ‘God’s kingdom on earth 

as it is in heaven.’ 

The ancient world knew far more about kings and 

queens than we do in our times. 

 Just like our own Queen, royals, where they are still 

to be found, live and work within a carefully con-

structed framework. They are no longer ‘absolute’ 

monarchs but ‘constitutional’ ones. 
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Our OT reading  from the Book of Daniel tells of a 

king’s sumptuous feast where clearly no expense  has 

been spared. He orders the gold and silver vessels 

which had been stolen from the temple by a previous 

king, Nebuchadnezzar, when he had sacked Jerusa-

lem. 

These were holy vessels, profaned at this feast with 

no thought as to their religious significance of a con-

quered people. They were simply loot, to be shown 

off as valuable objects by Belshazzar. 

After all, this king was invincible ‘o king, live forever..’ 

cries the queen just as a human hand writes a mes-

sage on the wall somewhat spoiling  the feasting. 

 Naturally,Belshazzar is terrified as here is suddenly 

something beyond his control. Again, the queen is on 

hand to reassure him: ‘I know a chap who will sort 

this…’Daniel, the prophet, interpreter of royal 

dreams, you’ll be alright, no need to worry…  

Daniel reminds Belshazzar of Nebuchadnezzar’s fate: 

he was despotic, killed those he didn’t like and gen-

erally misused his power. However, Israel’s God hum-

bled him so he that could see the error of his ways. 

 Now it’s Belshazzar’s turn to be reminded of God’s 

power. That very night Belshazzar met his end. O 

dear, here was a man who thought himself untouch-

able…; he had ignored the fact that  we all live under 

God’s umbrella of care. 

 

What are we, centuries later, to make of this story? 

Does it have any relevance for us? 



 

4 

Those in authority should use their power wisely but 

there is a responsibility on everyone to speak out 

against inequality, injustice and speak up on behalf of 

those who have no voice. This seems rather relevant 

with everything which is going on at the moment in 

our own world. 

Our psalm echoes this: READ OPENING OF PSALM!! 

Human history is littered with despotic rulers who 

have misused their powers, repressed and ill treated 

their people. 

Our own world is full of violence, wars, suffering, 

often caused misuse of power. Humanity simply does 

not learn from its often bloody history. 

In faith terms, this is a rebellion against God. 

 The kingdom Jesus talks about in the gospels is God’s 

kingdom here on earth, a kingdom where there are no 

wars, where rulers govern with justice, humility and 

wisdom. It is a kingdom built on God’s love.  

As Christians we need to look to Jesus as the model 

of kingship. But is he really a king in our eyes? 

 He bore none of the outward trappings of kingship, 

he was humble, poor and above all, inclusive. And yet 

he changed the world. In my mind he was and is a 

leader like no other. 

 

John’s gospel reading is a reminder of the pain of the 

Easter story. Jesus stands before Pilate who asks 

him: 

‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ 

Poor old Pilate…’ so you are a king, are you?’ 
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 He can only understand the ancient concept of a 

king/ a ruler within the context of his society. 

 How can he possibly understand what Jesus is talking 

about? To Pilate, Jesus is just an irritating puzzle, 

Jewish to boot, from a province in a remote corner 

of the Empire.  

Conquering armies did not concern themselves with 

local culture, beliefs, traditions but they did under-

stand kingship in its traditional sense: absolute rulers 

who conquered other lands, subjugated people, fought 

battles… No wonder Pilate does not really respond to 

Jesus statement: ‘my kingdom isn’t the sort that 

grows in this world…’ 

   

This is beyond Pilate’s comprehension.His emperor in 

Rome rules with an iron fist and everyone in society 

knows their place. 

The idea that Jesus is a king is therefore risible. He 

sees before him a poor man from the wrong part of 

the country.There is nothing regal about Jesus. He 

has a small band of followers and they have run away. 

Perhaps Jesus is deluded, better ask him and find 

out. 

 

Pilate then discovers, as so many before and since 

that when Jesus is asked a question the answer is 

likely to be another question. But Pilate waves this 

away; he should not be expected to understand the 

strange ways of the Jews. This man must have done 

something wrong, otherwise he would not be standing 

in front of a Roman governor.  
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Jesus’ answer is both apparently incriminating and 

deeply revealing. His Kingdom (yes, he agrees, he has 

a kingdom and Pilate seizes upon that) doesn’t come 

from this world. 

It is a spiritual reality that has nothing to do with 

the present, corporeal world at all. 

Jesus has taught his disciples to pray that God’s king-

dom would come on earth as in Heaven.’ 

 If only His kingdom would take up residence on earth 

as it is in Heaven…. Then people’s lot would be very 

different… 

Jesus is not denying that it has a this-worldly origin 

or quality. He is not denying that it has a this- 

worldly destination. That’s why he has come into the 

world himself and why he will send his followers into 

the world. His kingdom doesn’t come FROM this 

world, but it is FOR this world. That is the crucial 

distinction. 

In particular, as he points out, if his kingdom were  

an earthly one, his followers would fight to stop him 

being handed over because that’s what happens in the 

real, material world. 

Jesus was, in fact, speaking and bringing the truth. 

‘  You’ re calling me a king,’ replied Jesus, ‘I was born 

for this; I’ve come into the world for this: to testify 

about the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth, 

listens to my voice.’ 

 Pilate questions ‘ Truth…what’s that?’ 

 In his world, truth is probably a rather elusive con-

cept, but most assuredly brought about by a sword 

or in modern times, by the barrel of a gun, in other 
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words, my power against your power. None of this 

nonsense of the meek inheriting the earth…  

However, we should know that the truth is Jesus dy-

ing for Barabbas, for you, for me, for everyone, for 

the world. 

Christ the King is a timely reminder before the 

Christmas celebrations that Jesus was not just the 

baby in the manger but that he is God’s son, who 

shared our earthly life in a way no human king ever 

could..   

It also tells of how Christ will return to bring history 

to an end and establish the universal rule of God, 

that kingdom Jesus speaks of in the Lord’s prayer ‘on 

earth as it is in Heaven.’ 

The images we encounter in John’s gospel reading are 

clear: Christ the King, the ruler not of the earthly 

kingdom but of the heavenly kingdom instituted by his 

sacrifice here on earth. 

 It is thanks to the early Christians, writers and dis-

ciples inspired by the Holy Spirit who traversed the 

ancient world, endured hardships, persecution and 

sometimes death that the gospel of Jesus spread.  

 

As Christians, living in rather secular, uncertain times 

it would be good to take some time this coming advent 

tide amidst the busyness of the Christmas prepara-

tions to reflect on the true meaning of the season 

and the universal truth that is our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Let us pray using  the words of St.Paul: 
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‘…let us joyfully give thanks to the Father who has 

enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints 

in the light. He has rescued us from the power of 

darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 

beloved son…’ 

 

Amen 


