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“Sowing Generously”

Introduction [Hold up potato]: Suppose you wanted to grow some
potatoes. – What would you need to do? – [Pause] – Dig the soil, plant
some seed potatoes, water it, wait, dig up the crop etc. etc. I heard a
story the other day of a farmer who planted potatoes – this was back
in the old days of more or less subsistence farming, where you grew
enough to keep your family going, with just a bit spare to sell at the
market. – And this farmer, when he dug up his crop, took all the
biggest, best potatoes and gave them to his wife to use for feeding the
family, and he used the smaller, less attractive ones to plant back into
the ground in the spring to be his seed stock for next year. – Only after
2 or 3 years of doing this, he noticed that the crop he was getting was
gradually getting smaller and smaller: Less impressive potatoes, and
fewer of them. – And so he swapped his strategy and started keeping
back the best potatoes every autumn – the big, attractive looking ones
– and planting those as his seed crop for the following year, and within
a couple of cycles his crop was bigger and tastier and more plentiful
than it had ever been before. [ ].
Now: I’m not much of a gardener, and I’m not too interested
in growing potatoes. – But I think that little story has a lot to say to
us. – Here at St. Mary’s, for the last 4 weeks, you’ve been thinking
about different aspects of stewardship – which is the polite theological
word we use in church when we want to talk about money – how we
use our money, and our attitude to money. – But I don’t want to talk
with you this morning about giving at all: I want to talk with you about

investing, or – to continue with the agricultural metaphor – about
sowing. – Let me explain what I mean.
Our Epistle reading started with this great verse: “Whoever
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously.” And I suppose all I really
want to ask this morning is this: “How big a crop do you want?” –
“How big a crop do you want, and what are you prepared to invest –
to sow – to achieve it?
And before we answer that question for ourselves, let’s stand
back for a moment and ask that question of God: How big is God’s
vision? – How big a crop does God want? – And what is he prepared
to invest/to sow to achieve it?
In the parable of the sower, Jesus talked about the farmer
scattering his seed, and in our reading it says this: v.9: [Read it]. –
“He has scattered abroad his gifts.” And the last verse, v.15, picks
up that word and says: “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”.
– And what is that gift? – Well, a Chapter earlier, we read: [Read 8:9].
And this is the amazing heart of the Gospel – the “Good News”
– that God wanted to raise up a crop – a harvest – of men and women
who would enjoy new life with him and live in relationship and
fulfilment with him. – That’s the vision God had: That’s the harvest
he was after. – And what was he prepared to invest?/what was he
prepared to sow in order to achieve it? – He gave his Son, Jesus, who
gave himself for us, and just as Jesus said that for a seed to be able to
bear fruit it first has to die and be buried in the ground, so Jesus
allowed himself to be killed – he gave his life – so that we might live.

– And the Bible has all sorts of passages that pick up this powerful
image – of sowing good seed in order to produce a crop – and applies
it to the gift of Jesus for us. – Just to look at one of them, in 1 Peter 1,
v.18, it says this: [Read 1 Peter 1:18-19 & 23].
So that’s what God has given to us: He had a vision of
producing a people who would live and rejoice and worship with him
for ever, and he knew that to produce such a glorious crop, he would
have to invest the very best seed possible – he would have to give
nothing less than his Son – and that’s what he’s done. – And that’s
why – [hold up gold coin at 10.30 service] – we can talk about being
given treasure form God – this “Pearl of great price” that is the secret
of the Kingdom – because God has given us – to quote Chapter 4,
verse 7, this: “treasure in jars of clay” as we know the power and the
love of God in our hearts. [ ].
So that’s what God has invested for us – each one of us. –
That’s how big his vision for what he wanted to do for and in and
through each one of us is. – And it’s in that context that we need to
come back and ask ourselves our question: [Hold up potato]: “How
big a crop do you want to grow in your life? – What are you going to
sow – what are you going to invest – to see that come to fruition?
In my last parish, our annual stewardship Sunday was called
“Response Sunday”, and we called it that very deliberately because
anything we give to God can only be, and must only be, in response
to what we realise he has already given to us. – And he’s given us the
best – he’s given us his Son – and that means that he’s looking for the
best of all harvests – the most bounteous crop – in our lives as we live
for him and worship him and live with him – a people who are strong

in the Lord and in his mighty power and truly living lives that are
different as salt and light in the world around us. [ ].
But it also means that he’s looking for us to respond and to
invest and sow seed to grow a crop for the Kingdom in our turn. – Just
think about the early church: At the day of Pentecost there were just
120 of them, yet filled by the power of the Holy Spirit they turned the
whole Roman Empire – the whole world – upside down for God. –
Can we imagine the kind of crop God could produce through us if we
would really respond – really invest of the best that we have for his
glory and for the Kingdom? – I asked how big is your vision for what
you want God to do through you – and especially in the context of
thinking about our stewardship, as you’ve been doing these past 4
weeks – how big is your vision for what you want God to do through
this church – and how much you are willing to invest to see that vision
come to fruition? Can I invite you this morning to allow God to
challenge and encourage you to dream some big dreams and to invest
– to sow – some big seed accordingly?
There are 3 different things that God will be calling each of us
to invest for him this morning: 3 things that we’ve all got in different
amounts and differing combinations, but which we are called to use
for his glory: Our time. Our treasure. And our talents. – Often as a
Church it can seem as though we’re only interested in people’s money
– and the fact that most churches have an annual Response Sunday,
whatever they may call it, may give that impression. – In fact, I know
of one Church family in my last church who always refer to this
particular week as “Gimme Gimme Sunday!” – Well, I apologise if
I’ve ever said or done anything to give that impression, because I
don’t want anyone here to give the Church their money. – I thought

that might make Nicky-Sue and the Church Wardens sit up a little! –
No: I don’t want anyone here to give the Church their money: I want
the starting point to be that you are giving – that you have given –
God your heart, and that you’ve received from him this
“incomparable treasure” of the Gospel and his vision for that
priceless jewel going out and transforming lives inside our church, in
our community, in our nation, in our world – that you’ve caught that
vision and it’s that that motivates you to give – whether that be time,
treasure or talents – to give all that you have and all that you are to
see God’s Kingdom come in this place and through the mission and
ministry of St. Mary’s. [ ].
So you see: I really don’t want you to give your money. – I
want you to give your worship. – To be responding to the grace that
God has given you with all that you’ve got – and yes, that will include
your money, just as it will involve your time and your skills – to give
all that you are in his service to grow the Kingdom. – And to be doing
that because you’ve caught a vision for growth, a vision for life, a
vision for St. Mary’s being a church that reaches out and transforms
this community with the love and the presence of Jesus.
The PCC here have caught a big vision of the work that they
believe God is calling you to do in this place and through the mission
partners you support over the coming year. – And they are inviting all
of you to come onboard and join in working and funding and praying
and realising that vision: To invest with one another of the best of
what you have to see that vision accomplished as God’s Kingdom
grows in this place. – And, of course, some of you won’t be in a
position to increase your giving, and it is right that you should feel
free not to, but equally, others of you will be in a position to increase

your giving by considerably more than you give at present, and it is
also right that you should feel challenged to do so! – But may it not
be about the money: May it be about our vision, and about our heart,
our response to God’s grace, and about our worship.
=> Because it’s all about worship. – Responding to God and
using all that he’s given us – our time, talent and treasure – in a
response of “wonder love and praise” – worship and joy – in his
service.
This Sunday comes at the end of a sermon series on different
aspects of stewardship, but I’d encourage you to think of it as a
sermon series about worship, because truly Christian giving is
worship: Truly Christian giving is not motivated by guilt – however
much pressure a Vicar or a Treasurer, or an Archdeacon even, may
put on people to give! – And truly Christian giving isn’t even
motivated by need – by our seeing the need and giving to bridge a gap
– good though that motivation may of itself be. – No: Truly Christian
giving is giving that comes as a response to realising – [Hold up gold
coin] – that we’ve been given a treasure, and that we want to celebrate
that treasure ourselves, and to see others come to hear and respond
and know that treasure – the “glorious riches of the gospel” – in their
lives as well. – Truly Christian giving is giving that does as Jesus did
and looks up and sees the harvest field and prays to God to release the
resources needed to grow that crop and bring in the harvest safe into
his heavenly home. – And as part of that, truly Christian giving looks
up to God in prayer, and says to him: “Here I stand: All that I am, and
all that I have: Use me. Invest me. Sow me.”
=> Can we be quiet for a moment, and then I’ll pray.

