Stewardship - Imagine! 21 Oct 18 Job 38:1-7, 34-41; John 15:1-8 Mike Terry
Pray. Do you remember that John Lennon song "Imagine"? It starts "Imagine there's no heaven;
it's easy if you try." I believe he meant it as a protest against organised religion, that man who
loved the religion of the Hindu Swamis and transcendental meditators! But that song's one of those
chants beloved of idealists who haven't really thought things through: I can't imagine a more
hopeless and helpless creed. If there's no heaven or hell, there's nothing beyond this life and we
may as well all do exactly as we wish. Which means that others can do to us exactly what they
wish. That's called hedonism and anarchy. It's also gross idolatry as it makes each of us the source
of our own self-centred gratification, rather than almighty God being the object of our worship.
However John Lennon was right about one thing - our imagination is a very powerful thing, both
for good and for ill. It's what's taken mankind to the moon and back, it's inspired scientists,
explorers, composers, artists, kings, generals and criminals. Imagination lifts both rich and poor,
the famous and obscure. Perhaps our imagination is one of those powerful things that sets us apart
from the rest of the animal kingdom. Our imagination can drive us on to achieve things we'd never
achieve without it. The opposite of imagination is perhaps, complacency, which settles for the easy
life, one without disruption, and one without excitement.
As Christians we're inspired by what lies beyond us to live life well here, to bring heaven to earth,
since what lies beyond us, the eternal heaven, is more real than what we see here. So I want us to
use our imagination today as we think about those two bible readings and their impact on us.
Let's start with Job. Many disasters had struck him and his family. He'd lost his all his kids,
become financially destitute and suffered diseases that made him a social pariah. His best friends
comforted him by telling him how bad he must have been to suffer all this, yet he did not curse, or
blame, God. Finally he asked to be able to lay his case before God. That's when God showed up, at
the opening of our reading. I want you to imagine it. It's a stupendous piece of writing that will
really fire your imagination about the awesome nature of God if you let it. It really puts us in our
place. But not in a vindictive way. In God's mercy, it puts us in the place we need to be, as humble
worshippers, created beings. God is saying that everything comes from him and he is in charge, not
us. What he said to Job still applies today, to us. If we grasp that picture of an almighty, eternal
God given to Job, what would our response be? Yes, to fall down in worship, but perhaps also to
dare to do otherwise unimaginable things for the all-powerful God who is on our side.
The Gospel gives a similar message: Jesus was emphatic that without him we are nothing and can
achieve nothing, except to act as fuel for a fire. That's not a comfortable thought for us self-reliant,
modern, comfortable, civilised, western people. The alternative to being thrown into the fire though
is not always comfortable: Jesus talks about it being like pruning. But pruning is what an expert
gardener does to bring about more life, more fruitfulness, for the plant. Just as Job went through a
severe pruning and testing, so that may be what is in store for us. The result, though, is glorious:
loads and loads of fruit, to the Father's glory.
And what a promise Jesus gave: if we remain in him and his words remain in us, we can ask for
anything and it will be given us. Just think about that - really imagine what it means - for you, for
your family and friends, for us all at St Mary's, for Warsash, for the world!
What's all this got to do with stewardship? If we know our position in relation to God, truly know
it, if we really believe that all we have comes from him and we're his stewards of it, then we'll
understand that nothing of what we have is really ours in the first place: it's given to us to use for

the benefit of others. Even giving away ten percent for most of us would not create real hardship
and, of course, we have the limitless power of God behind us to provide for us.
My original idea for this sermon was to imagine what we could do at St Mary's if we had no worries
about money. But it turned into more. What could we do if we had a more active imagination, a
clearer, bigger picture of our awesome God whose love burns for us! It's not the sky that's the limit,
rather it's heaven that's the limitless limit! Because, Mr Lennon, your imagination was pointed in
the wrong direction. Heaven exists for a certainty and it's our God-given task to make it visible
here on earth.
What can we imagine for St Mary's, and how will we help to make it a reality? What's our Godgiven part in bringing heaven to earth? Will it be through being more engaged with our
communities, contributing to a debt advice centre, acting as a chaplain to a college or prison? What
would we want to provide for the elderly, families and youth, how could we follow up contacts
from baptisms, weddings and funerals to share with them the limitless love of the glorious and
awesome God we serve? How could we support the wider church more, locally and world-wide?
Yes, we need money now, and a lot of it, to fix the buildings and carry out necessary remedial
works. We also need money to achieve our dreams, to make our imagined future real. And we do
need to give our time and our talents to these things too. Most of this is are highlighted in this
year's stewardship brochure, which I hope you've had chance to look at and pray over. But all we
do is as nothing if we aren't motivated by a big vision, the love and wonder of God.
John Lennon was right about one thing - our imagination is a very powerful thing. Let's imagine
what we could do for God, here at St Mary's, if money was no object. Let's not settle for an
unimaginative life, a complacent existence. It's very tempting, believe me I know! But it may wind
us in the fire. Rather, let's rekindle our imagination about who God is, what he wants for us, and
what he wants from us. And let's ACT on it, with our time, our talent and our treasure. Am I being
too exuberant, to enthusiastic? Ask Job, who saw God in all his terrifying awesomeness; and ask
Jesus who promised us - everything. AMEN

