
the lesson of Genesis 3?  It’s a matter of thinking rightly about 
our relationship to, and with, God. 
 

So what can we do about this?  There must acknowledge there’s 
a real spiritual and mental struggle in our faith, and we need to 
read the Bible often, preferably daily, to counteract the subtle 
wrong-thinking in the world around us.  Pray when reading the 
Bible for the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth, and read good 
commentaries about the it.  Talk often with other Christians 
about your understanding of your faith, both inside and outside 
house-groups, and don’t be afraid to be challenged, to check if 
your thinking has become misled.  Be active in belonging to 
church, not just a passive attender, for those around you are your 
family in Christ, your mother, brothers and sisters who are trying 
to do the will of God too.   

 
Above all, rejoice with confidence that God is holding your life in 
his hands, for the joy of the Lord is your strength and there is 
nothing that you have done, or will do, that can separate you 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus, for there is no sin that 
cannot be forgiven except the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 
which, as we have seen, is rebellion against God, the ultimate 
wrong thinking.  The fact that you’re here today means you’re on 
the right path, but keep thinking about what influences your 
thinking! 
 

As St Paul said in the Romans 12, don’t be conformed to the 
wrong-thinking patterns of this world, but be transformed by the 
ongoing renewal of your minds.  Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s good, perfect and pleasing will is.  What a 
goal for our faith!  Amen.  Let’s pray.     

Genesis 3:8-15; Mark 3: 20 – end.       0800 & 1000, 10 Jun 18.     Mike Terry. 
 

Pray.  I don’t know about you, but this week, for me, has been 
one of THOSE weeks: I could identify with Jesus and his disciples 
who were so crowded out they couldn’t even eat.  But God is 
good, and here we are at the start of another week.  At the start 
of last week, when I picked these readings, I had a topic in mind 
to talk on based largely on the Genesis reading, but it, like my 
week, has been somewhat gazumped – my thinking has been 
rearranged, both by my bible reading and the events of the week.   
 

So I want to start by thinking about our thinking.  Where do we 
get the assumptions from that we base our lives on and what 
conclusions do we draw for how to live out our lives?  You see it 
may be that at first sight the gospel story seems confusing, 
containing a series of disconnected events and discourses 
randomly put together, but I think it is about wrong thinking and 
right thinking: we see Jesus correcting the wrong thinking in both 
his family and the teachers of the law.  They said Jesus was either 
mad or possessed.  Both mental illness and spiritual possession 
are real, and you won’t find anyone outside the modern western 
world saying they’re one and the same thing, like some here do.  
Note that Jesus distinguished between the two also, and brought 
healing to people suffering from both, so it’s odd his detractors 
accused him of the very things from which he came to deliver 
people. 
 

His family thought Jesus mad and some misread this passage to 
assume that Jesus therefore disowned his family.  But he didn’t - 
read it carefully.  What he did was to challenge their wrong 
thinking and make a statement that included many, many others: 
all those who do the will of God are Jesus’ mother and sisters and 



brothers – his closest family.  Remember also that Mary, the 
mother of God, was at the cross and Jesus gave her into the care 
of the apostle John.  Elsewhere in the New Testament the 
brothers of Jesus are noted as being part of the company of the 
believers, so to read this passage as Jesus being anti-family is also 
wrong-thinking: as ever, Jesus is challenging our thinking, and we 
need to know the wider biblical picture to put this story into its 
context.   
 

Note also it’s those who DO the will of God that are Jesus’ closest 
family, not just those who BELIEVE in the will of God.  Referring to 
our Gen 3 story, I heard Archbishop John Sentamu on Wednesday 
remind Ridley seminarians and alumni that we ARE sin, and that’s 
the problem.  It’s not just what we do but who we are that’s the 
heart of the problem, and our fundamental tendency is to be 
rebellious towards God.  That may be uncomfortable thinking for 
us all, me included, so thank God that he has provided the 
remedy for us in Christ!  Accepting him as the Lord of our lives 
allows us all access to the gift of the Holy Spirit, the only one who 
can bring us to new birth and a new start.  Listening to the Holy 
Spirit’s leading and teaching brings us to repentance and a 
renewed mind, one that thinks rightly about the things of God 
and mankind.   
 

Conversely those who remain rebellious refuse to hear the Holy 
Spirit calling them to repentance, which is why they cannot be 
forgiven.  To refuse persistently to listen to the voice of God is to 
deny God’s authority over our lives; this is to deny God’s nature 
and character as the almighty creator, and that is blasphemy.  
Jesus’ statement about the unforgivable sin is pure spiritual logic, 
and nothing to do with an angry and unforgiving God demanding 

the impossible from us.  Such thinking is wrong thinking and Jesus 
will challenge it in us, just as much as he challenged it in the 
spiritual authorities of his own day.  Those authorities refused to 
hear the voice of the Holy Spirit through Jesus and so condemned 
themselves.   
 

Genesis 3 shows how we can be led into wrong thinking by 
seemingly right thoughts: the serpent asked Eve a question – “Did 
God really say don’t eat of this tree?” to which her entirely 
correct answer was “Yes!  He even said that if we eat the fruit 
we’ll die!” Now of course Eve didn’t really know what the 
concept of death meant – she’d never experienced it, so she 
didn’t understand the consequences of disobedience.  And the 
serpent didn’t challenge her simple affirmation.  He did challenge 
the second bit of her statement and, in so doing, he led her 
thinking away from God’s good design for mankind, as joy-filled 
stewards of creation under God. 
 

This tells me we need to be very careful in what arguments we 
listen to, and what seeming pleasures we allow into our lives: Eve 
was tempted by what seemed good to her despite what God had 
said about it.  I’m not advocating a life of asceticism by saying 
this, as God has given us his good creation to enjoy and look 
after.  However, as I will remind the baptism families this lunch-
time, the subtle tendency of the world, the flesh and the devil, is 
steer us gently away from dependence on God and trust in his 
promises.  We’re told we can do it ourselves, become what we 
want to be, and do it our way.  Then we will find we have crossed 
a line that we hadn’t anticipated, into a place we don’t want to 
be.  Then it really is only God who can rescue us again!  Isn’t that  


