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1 John 5:9-13 
 
9 If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony 
of God that he has testified to his Son. 10 Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11 And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

Epilogue 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 
 
John 17:6-19 
 
6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given 
to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of 
the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine 
are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I 
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the 
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14 I have given them 
your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I 
do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask 
you to protect them from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me 
into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, 
so that they also may be sanctified in truth.  
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I don't know if you realised but we have a rather surprising Gospel text to delve into this 
morning.  It's only 6 weeks since Easter but for some reason the Lectionary reading for today 
takes us right back to Maundy Thursday - that momentous evening leading up to the Crucifixion 
events.  The section we heard this morning is just a small part of a lengthy passage that 
extends over 4 chapters and contains John’s version of the final words of Jesus to his disciples 
before his arrest, trial and execution.  Jesus was spending his last few hours with his disciples, 
those who were so close to him these past 3 years, those who had sat at his feet and listened to 
his teaching and witnessed his miracles.  And with the impending events of the day hanging 
heavy over his head, Jesus opened his heart to his disciples.  He talked with them about the 
tremendous ordeal that lay ahead later that evening and into the next day, Good Friday, and 
beyond.  He told them about the Spirit who would come when he was no longer with them and 
then he did a surprising thing.  Putting aside his own inner turmoil and mental anguish he took 
time out to pray specifically for his disciples.   
 
Think about what we have here.  We have recorded for us an actual prayer of Jesus. And it's 
not just any prayer, but a final prayer – a prayer which he uttered to God the Father, in the 
presence of his disciples, after opening up to them in order to prepare them for the difficult road 
ahead. Think about the treasure this is!  It's as if we have a backstage pass to get up close and 
personal with Jesus himself.  We get to hear what he was praying just hours before he would go 
to the cross and be crucified for the sins of the world.  The importance of this passage is difficult 
to overstate – it’s the only place in Scripture where the words of a lengthy prayer of Jesus are 
recorded.  It’s plainly a prayer for those who had become followers of Jesus during his ministry, 
but equally clearly it extends to encompass all who would become followers of Jesus in the 
future.  All of us are included in this prayer of Jesus, a prayer that we now know as the High 
Priestly prayer.  So what does he pray for? 
 
Well the first thing Jesus does is to acknowledge the disciples before God; declaring that his 
followers know the truth of who he is and who sent him; and how the name of the Lord is being 
glorified in them.  Jesus is reaching the end of his earthly ministry and as he looks ahead to his 
imminent demise maybe there's just a hint of pride here as he raises the disciples up before 
God and, despite all their flaws and insecurities, pronounces them ready to take on the next 
stage of his father's plan.  Doesn't that warm your heart?  That Jesus is on the side of his 
followers, then and now, championing each one before God.  But he knows that it's not going to 
be easy for them, or us, either.  And so the very next thing he does is to pray for God's 
protection on them, that they may be one as he and the father are one.  
 
Now the disciples were all different.  Simon and Peter were fishermen; Matthew a tax collector; 
Judas an entrepreneur, Philip a craftsman and Bartholomew a shepherd - they all wore different 
hats.  In addition they had different characters - Peter was impetuous, Thomas a doubter, 
James and John both wanted status and so on.  Jesus clearly saw their differences yet he 
called them individually and used them to further his kingdom.  You see God can use anyone, 
irrespective of their vocation and strengths and weaknesses.  And we only need to skim through 
the rest of the bible to confirm this.  Abraham was old, Jacob was insecure, Leah was 
unattractive, Joseph was abused, Moses stuttered, Gideon was poor, Samson was co-
dependent, Rehab was immoral, David had an affair, Elijah was suicidal, Jeremiah was 
depressed, Jonah was reluctant, Naomi was a widow, John the Baptist was eccentric, Martha 
worried a lot, Zacchaeus was unpopular, and Timothy was timid.  That’s quite a bunch of misfits 
and losers but God used each one of them in his service.  And as I’m stood here looking at you 
lot I’m thinking to myself isn’t that good news?   
 
Now the oneness that Jesus prayed for is not the idea of unity among the many denominations 
of Christianity.  Rather the prayer here is on behalf of his disciples - in their stand for Jesus and 
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against the world.  They would need to remain united in both their love for one another and 
proclamation of the truth.  But there is actually a greater sense of unity implied here than mere 
cooperation and like-mindedness of doctrine.  It speaks of the same oneness that exists 
between the Father and the Son.  There is a sense of unity of essence.  Paul gives us some 
explanation of this in Philippians saying that he desired them to be “of the same mind, 
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.”  One purpose.  And what 
was that - to be faithful in making known and passing on Jesus' love to others in the way that 
Jesus himself had modelled.  Not as mere individuals, note, but always as a group or 
community of believers.  And folks, whether we think we're up to the task or not, that's still our 
purpose today. 
 
And Jesus then concludes this section of his prayer, not with an Amen, but with a final request 
to God to sanctify the disciples in the truth as they are sent out into the world to continue his 
work.  I'm not sure we can emphasize the importance of truth enough.  How important is the 
truth to you?  Yes, we do live in an age when people no longer believe they can know the truth.  
Their creed is that the only absolute is that there are no absolutes.  In the post-modern world a 
person can hold two contradictory points at the same time and not understand the incongruity in 
it.  Truth has become relative in our day, and yet this is nothing new.  2000 years ago when 
Jesus stood before Pilate and stated that he had come to bear witness to the truth Pilate 
responded by saying – “What is truth?”.  But here's the thing, the truth can be known and it will 
guide us and set us free. Truth is that which is in keeping with ultimate reality and it is found in 
God’s word.  As John puts it at the beginning of his gospel - In the beginning was the word and 
the word was God and the word became flesh and lived among us full of grace and truth.   
 
So, when Jesus prays for his followers to be sanctified in truth what he is really asking is for us 
to be set apart as holy and to fix our eyes on him as the source of all truth.  Jesus is the truth 
because he is the full revelation of the Father.  All that he said was from the Father and all that 
he did was at the direction of the Father.  Jesus is the revelation & teacher of ultimate reality. 
He is the embodiment of truth.  
 
So the question for us today is this: are we soaking up God’s truth and then seeking to make it 
known to other people?  The disciples in the first century did just that as they followed Jesus, 
studied at his feet and then took the message out into the world.  We are the disciples of Jesus 
in the 21st century and our calling is as important as theirs to both receive and pass on what 
Jesus has taught us.  Christian discipleship is not a one-off course which we do as a new 
believer but rather a way of life from conversion to the day we depart this life.  You see it's not 
enough to just hear Jesus’ prayer and say amen.  In large part the answer to Jesus’ prayer now 
rests in our hands, our hearts, and our “amen,” not as a spoken word but as a lived witness.  
We need to live the amen.  Offering forgiveness rather than retribution, mercy instead of 
condemnation, compassion rather than indifference.  Laying down our life in love for another.  
Seeing life through the lens of beauty and not cynicism.  Choosing unity over individualism and 
God’s ways over personal agendas.  In those moments we are the amen to Jesus’ prayer, the 
world is changed and God's kingdom is ushered in. 
 
I'd like to finish now by sharing with you a story that I heard Mike Yacconelli tell at Greenbelt a 
few years ago.  I don't know for sure if it's true, it could just be urban myth, but I like to think that 
it happened the way he told it.  There was a great pianist called Jan Paderewski.  He went to 
the US, to New York, to play a concert.  There were a 1000 people in the hall.  Everyone had a 
tuxedo on, all the women had a fancy dress on.  It was sold out for months in advance.  One 
woman brought her little 10 year old boy because he was taking piano lessons but was sick and 
tired of playing the piano.  So she wanted him to come and hear a great pianist.  When they got 
to the auditorium there was nothing on the stage except a huge Steinway grand piano - that was 
it - there was nothing else.  Everybody's kind of talking and walking around.  And you know what 
- she put a tuxedo on her 10 year old kid.  And if you're 10 and you wear a tuxedo, you're still 
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10.  So I mean he's wriggling all around, he's stepping on people's feet, he has to go the 
bathroom 15 times, he's bugging mum.  Finally she flips out and she just goes sit down and 
don't move, sit right there.  All of a sudden she starts talking to a friend and he gets up and 
starts kind of walking a little bit and looking at her.  He walks a bit further, steps on a couple of 
peoples' feet, gets right to the end of the aisle and then his mother turns around and sees him.  
She goes Thomas, get back over here.  He freaks out and instead of running out the stairway 
going to the right he turns left and runs straight towards the stage.  He sees some steps, he 
runs up on the stage.  He's so panicked, he sees the piano, it's the only thing he knows 
anything about, he runs over to the piano, he flips up the thing over the keys and starts to play 
chopsticks.  And the crowd sees all this happening and immediately people start going what's 
going on?  Get that kid out of there!  He's going to wreck the piano. He's going to ruin the 
concert, Where's security?  This is an outrage.  And his mother's going - yes, where's his 
mother?  Security starts running down.  Paderewski's in the back.  He hears all the noise. He 
looks out of his dressing room and sees the little boy up there - da da da da da da....  He 
immediately puts his jacket on.  He walks out to the end of the stage and just as the security 
guards are coming up the stairs he walks out on the stage and when he does  - absolute hush.  
The security guards freeze and everybody in the place just goes uhh (Intake of breath).  He 
walks over behind the little boy who's still playing chopsticks,  He gets down on his knees in his 
tuxedo.  He puts his arms around the little boy and he whispers to the little boy don't stop, keep 
on playing, you're doing great.  And then as the little boy is playing chopsticks Paderewski starts 
playing a concerto based on the tune of chopsticks.  The whole time he's going don't stop, keep 
on playing, you're doing great.  And you know what, this has been kind of a jumbled talk today 
as we've explored the High Priestly prayer and what might be our faltering response to it.  It's 
kind of like playing chopsticks.  But I hope that you have felt the warm arms of God come 
around you and whisper in your ear don't stop, keep on playing, you're doing great.  And one 
day, we're all going to be in heaven and we're going to have one heck of a concerto based on 
the little chopsticks we've been plunking out and the incredible symphony that God has been 
doing in and through your lives.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 


