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Pray.  Yes, I know it’s unconventional to have two readings from the Gospels at a communion but, 
hey, Jesus was unconventional and we’re called to follow him!  I could have included another 
reading and combined the two Matthew passages to make the contrast between them a little 
more obvious, but that would have made the service longer… 
 
So what did you notice about those two readings?  There’s certainly a common theme of all 
authority being given to Jesus, and that’s a good thing to know.  But there was also a particular 
contrast that struck me about them, which is why I chose them of course, but what did you make 
of them?   
 
This evening I want to pose a couple of questions, perhaps to start a debate, and to keep us 
thinking over the next little while: I believe these questions are related and hope you will too.  
Firstly, what kind of church do we think we are, and secondly, how does what we do here resource 
and equip us to live as Christians outside these four walls, at work, at play, amongst our families, 
friends and neighbours? 
 
Let’s deal with that first question: what kind of church do we think we are?  Clearly the primary 
reason of coming to church is to worship God together, so we’re a church that worships the 
Christian God, the unique and only, One God in Three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  And 
we’re very welcoming!  But I want to take a different tack.  In our two gospel readings we hear of 
two different models of being church: in the first we hear the invitation to come to Jesus.  In the 
second we hear his command to go into all the world to make disciples.  I think there are parallels 
in how we can think of church in this – do we expect people to come to us, or are we willing and 
able to go to them?  Are we a “come to us” church, or a “go to others” church?  Are we concerned 
with keeping going as a church or active in growing as a church?  To help us think about that, we 
could ask “Where do we invest our energies?”  As we do, I hope we’ll find we’re doing more than 
just seeking to cover our £8k deficit from last year.   
 
Part of my questioning is because I’m due to have my routine appraisal with the Archdeacon in a 
couple of weeks – yes, we vicars do have them!  As part of preparing for that I’ve reviewed where 
my time is spent and it seems that it’s mostly on stuff to keep us going.  Don’t get me wrong!  
There are some really great things that we’ve done this past, like starting a couple of new house-
groups, the Growing our Church course, opening the Garden of Remembrance, and revamping the 
Family Service on the first Sunday of the month: that is growing.   
 
But my analysis is that I spend a disproportionate amount of time in front of my computer, 
devising services, writing sermons, doing admin, attending meetings and trying to keep up with 
ever-increasing legislative requirements.  I spend a disproportionate amount of time keeping the 
church going, doing what it has always done, and not focussing on the Growing our Church 
programme. 
 
The problem is that if we concentrate on keeping going and just expect people to come to us, they 
really won’t.  Modern society is too pressurised; time with family is precious and kids need to go to 
as many clubs, societies and activities as is humanly possible in order to start filling up their CVs – 
and that’s from the age of 5!  Grandchildren require a huge amount of attention as parents need 
to get back into the work-place.  The demands of modern living are seemingly incessant and highly 
clamorous.   
 
But people need befriending and introducing to Jesus, and his church.  That can only happen 
outside these walls.  Did you know that 65% of people know an active Christian and it’s a positive 
experience?  Did you know that over 1 in 5 people would welcome a conversation about Jesus, 



and that as many believe he was God in human form?  60% of people think that Jesus was a real 
person (which means that 40% don’t, or are unsure, which is a shocking statistic…) but 43% 
believe in the resurrection of Jesus?   
 
This is an open goal for us who are Christians!  But did you know that only 1% of people know an 
active church leader…  Can you begin to see why expecting people just to come to church won’t 
work?  Especially when, although it’s surely the church leaders’ job to go get them, we’re spending 
more and more time in front of our computers or attending Church-based meetings?   
 
Those statistics I quoted came from the new Diocesan Mission Development Officer, Andrew 
Hargreaves, who led our Deanery Clergy Retreat last month.  They’re a challenge to us all, clergy 
and laity alike.  These statistics tell me that it’s wrong to just expect people to come to church, it 
just won’t work.  It also really won’t work if we just expect the leaders to do the going out: we’re 
just not well enough known!   
 
However there’s hope!  As we learned from the Growing our Church course, there are many of us 
here who are involved in many clubs, societies and other communities who can be inviting others 
to come to Jesus, because he really is the one who will help to carry our burdens; he really is the 
one who will refresh us when we are weary.  
 
That really leads into my second question:  how does our worship, and wider church life resource 
us to live the Christian life beyond the four walls of this church?  What are we looking for when we 
gather here for worship as God’s people that will help us in our daily living in the so-called real 
world?   
 
Clearly part of the answer will be to come to Jesus and gain the rest for our souls he talked of in 
our first reading.  I don’t want to give, or get, a fuller answer than that tonight, but rather to invite 
you to think and pray about the question and come back to us with your ideas, and your prayer 
requests about what would resource you for daily living.  I would also love for you to share some 
of the stories you will have of how God has become more real to you in your Monday to Saturday 
life, and of how he has helped you.  Such stories are real encouragements to everyone else; they 
build the faith of us all.   
 
And as we gain confidence in this great God of ours, in who he is and what he does, we will find 
that we begin to expect to see him more and more in our lives, 24:7.  After all, he IS the one in 
whom ALL authority is vested, in heaven and earth!  That’s certainly something worth sharing in 
this relentlessly hopeless and self-absorbed world of ours.   
 
Meanwhile, pray for us all, those on the leadership team and those who come to worship, that we 
can cut the Gordian Knot of just keeping the church going.  Do share with us anything you may feel 
God is saying to you about it, because this church is too good to stay statically introverted on 
merely keeping itself going.  We have a great message and lots of great people – God has given us 
to each other in a wonderful way.   
 
I truly believe that he’s calling us all to a new phase of being, he’s calling us to be a church that 
goes out from Sunday corporate worship into the world, refreshed and resourced to have those 
conversations about Jesus that many people are wanting to have.  Let’s start that conversation 
about what to do, or to stop doing, that is centred on just keeping going, and start talking about 
how to keep growing.  In Jesus’s name, and for His sake.  AMEN. 


