
1st Warsash Seascouts Grp inc.  

Beavers, Cubs  
07789 487575  Parent Network  07837 269998  

Aerobics  578272  PROBUS 572051  

Allotments  576628  PROBUS Hamble Val.  782513  

Allotments Fareham B.C.  01329 824387  Rainbows  581102  

Art Group  570735  Red Cross  589708 (depot)  

Asquith Pre -School  582844  Residents Assn  577053  

Bowls Short - mat  574194  Salterns Club  573391  

Bridge  576887  Shuttles Badminton  07801 254489  

Brownies 1  581102  Socatots  559557  

Brownies 2 & 3  572452  Solent Singers  600860  

Communicare  559697  St. Maryõs Church Hall 572452  

Dancing  583276  St. Maryõs Pre-School  582313  

Flower Club  584480  Theatre Club  574501  

Guides  583419  Victory Hall Pre -School  07817 803496  

Horticultural Society  584096  W.I. Warsash  573046  

Kung -Fu & Kick Boxing  02380 555782  Warsash & District Art Grp  573808  

Local History  573755  Warsash Band  581224  

Lockswood Day Care Centre  578152  Warsash Sailing Club  583575  

Mother & Toddler  576799  Warsash Tennis Club  581320/574030  

Over 60õs 584923/564573  Warsash Victory Hall  572913  

Horticultural Society  584096  Warsash Wasps  583837  

 

To advertise in the Parish News please ring 01489 574589 for details  

Acorn Gardening & Handyman Services  
A H Freemantle Funeral Directors  

B Matthews Funeral Directors  
Cam Free Signs  

Charlies Bouncy Castles  
Claire Blackburn Chiropodist  

Coffin Mew Solicitors  

Cycle Repairs  
Deli Adriano  

D Morgan Builder and Decorator  
Dan Morgan ð Garden Landscaping  

Gardener - Steve Potts  
Go Going Now  

H30 Ladies Gym  

Hale Accountants Ltd.  
Handyman ñRay Walters  

Hardings Art & Framing Gallery  
House Martin Heating  

Ian Wilkie Driving School  
Jane Horton Osteopath  

Kellys K9s Dog Walking  

Little Brook House  
Lucyõs Flowers 

M Coghlan Funeral Directors  
Michelle, Mobile Hairdresser  

Patz Catz Luxury Cat Hotel  
Pressing Needs  

Pullingers Interiors  

Ralph Neale  
Richard Nicholson Painting/Decorating  

RJB Electrical  
Ron Marsh - Local Builder  

Russell Forbes - Painter / Decorator  
Sweet Dreams Bed Company  

Warsash Copy Centre  

Warsash Domestics  
Warsash Nautical Bookshop  

Warsash Plumbing/Electrical Services  
Warsash Victory Hall  

Warsash Victory Hall Pre -School  
West Hill Park School  

Wizard Wardrobes  

Supporting Parish Business  

Celebrating Parish Community  
Whatõs on in Warsash 
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EDITOR: Mrs Zena Morgan  9 The Glades, Locks Heath  573748  
  stmarys.parishnews@googlemail.com  
ADVERTISING: Mrs Brenda St. John  120 Warsash Road, Warsash  574589  
DISTRIBUTION:  Mrs Hazel Burcher  133 Satchell Lane,  023 8045 2188  
  Hamble, SO31 4HP  
PUBLISHER: John Buttler Printing  10 Holland Road  Tel & Fax:  
  Woolston, SO19 9FW  023 8068 5248  

 

Closing date for the Parish News is the 15th of each month  
 

700 copies of the Parish News are sold throughout the Parish.  
 

The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor nor of the 
Anglican Church. Articles and advertisements submitted for the Parish News 
must be acceptable to the Editor and the PCC of St. Maryõs Church. 

Editorial Information  

CONGREGATIONS IN THE PARISH:   ST. MARYõS ANGLICAN 
     METHODIST 
     UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
 

 
 ST. MARYõS CHURCHñORGANISATION & GROUPS  
 
For BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & FUNERALS contact the Church Office or Vicar  
CHURCH OFFICE: Tel 01489 570846 - Open 10.00am to 12.00 noon on Fridays  
CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS contact Sylvia Switzer on 572452  
 
E-mail: vicar.warsash@btinternet.com  website: www.stmarywarsash.org.uk  

 
 
CHURCH OFFICERS 
 
VICAR: The Revd Andrew Norris  113 Church Road, Warsash  572324  
CURATE: The Revd Philippa Mills  Lower Lapstone, Botley Rd  07760 - 
  Fair Oak, Eastleigh  771667  
LICENSED Mr David Edmonds  38a Fleetend Road, Warsash  572666  
READERS: Mr Peter Simpson  81 Church Road, Warsash  575668  
 Mrs June Ward  101 Newtown Road, Warsash  572197  
 Mrs Eva Upward  10 Oakwood Close  885784  
CHURCH Mrs Liz Simpson  81 Church Road, Warsash  575668  
WARDENS: Mr Nick St. John  120 Warsash Road, Warsash  574589  
TREASURER: Mrs Liz Simpson  81 Church Road, Warsash  575668  
PCC SECõY: Mrs Jane Swan  120 Church Road, Warsash  570098  
ORGANIST &  Miss Josephine Wylie  The Holding, Little Bull Lane,  892326  
CHOIRMISTRESS:  Waltham Chase  
 
GROUPS 
 
CHURCH ALIVE HOUSE GROUPS Revd. Andrew Norris  572324  
KIDS ALIVE/SUNDAY SC HOOL Libby Norris  572324  
COFFEE POT Brenda Bottomley  582093  
PATHFINDERS Ian and Suzi Greaves  576644  
STAY AND PLAY Carolyn Bedding  583555  
CHARITABLE GIVING Jenny Cox  576386  
CHRISTIAN AID  Jill Sadler  584310  
PRAYER LINK Jenny Cox  576386  
MOTHERSõ UNION Liz Simpson  575668  
STEWARDSHIP Liz Simpson  575668  
WOMENõS FELLOWSHIP Sarah Sands  601472  
BELL RINGING Bridget Patter  601440  
CHURCH & BRASS CLEAN ING Carol Barnden  574879  
CHURCHYARD MAINTENAN CE Mike Ford and  574501  
& OTHER CHURCH D.I.Y.  Nick St. John  574589  
COFFEE ROSTER Brenda Bottomley  582093  
FLOWERS Josephine Wylie  892326  
MUSIC GROUP Bob Bottomley  582093  
PUBLICITY Pat Gulliford  573278  

Sharing in Church  Welcome  



HOLY BAPTISM  

ôKeep us faithful to our baptismõ 

No Baptisms in January 

        

HOLY MATRIMONY  

ôThose whom God has joined together, let no one put asunderõ 

No Weddings in January 

 

THE DEPARTED  

ôThe souls of the righteous are in the hand of Godõ 
8th December 2009 Jennifer Constance Smith  69 
16th December   Maureen Phyllis Simmonds  75 
17th December   Alan James Simmons  83 

22nd December   Joyce Jackson   74 

 

Engaging in Worship  
Services in February  

www.stmarywarsash.org.uk/about -us/services  

From the Registers  

 

× Sunday 7th February   2 before Lent 

8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.00am Family Worship with Sunday School Book Presentations 

6.30pm  Celtic Style Communion  

 

 

× Sunday 14th February   Sunday before Lent 

8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP)  

10.00am Communion & Groups 

6.30pm  Evensong (BCP) 

 

 

× Ash Wednesday 17th February   

7.30pm  Holy Communion  

  with the Imposition of Ashes 

 

 

× Sunday 21st February   Lent 1 

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)  

10.00am Family Communion  

6.30pm  Evening Worship hosted by united Church Alive Group  

  with Priory Park Methodist Church 

 

× Sunday 28th February   Lent 2 

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)  

10.00am Communion & Groups 

6.30pm  Evensong 

 

 

× Midweek Holy Communion  

     each Thursday at 11.00am 

Thank you to everyone who helps with the weekly tasks - if any other 

volunteers would like to lend a hand please contact the Church office.  

 Church Cleaning  Brass Cleaning  Coffee  

7th February  
Sally and Roger 

Clear 
Jim Sigley Jen and Ian 

14th February  
Jenny Tubbs 

Pauline Burcher 
Bridget Patter 

Sylvia and  
Suzanne 

21st February  Coffee Pot Gill Gailor 
Cherie and  

Stan 

28th February  
Paddy Wren 

Sue Jones 
Ginni Wilkie Lyn and Jackie 

Weekly Roster  

Give her a lick of paint.  
Join us for the morning of Saturday 13th February from 9.00am with your roller 

and paint brush ready to emulsion the walls of St.Maryõs hall.  Sheõs a splendid 

room but is in need of a little pampering in pink to keep her fresh as a good 

hostess to so many people.  It will be fun, wonõt take too long and all help would 
be welcomeñthank you. 

Love your Church Hall!  



From the Vicar  From the Curate  
 
As I write this the snow is melting, the temperature is rising 
(slowly) and news is coming in about the dreadful earthquake in 
Haiti.  We are hearing and seeing stories of death and 
destruction on a scale few of us can imagine. 
 
At times like this many people ask, óHow can a God of love allow suffering like 
this?ô  It helps me to think that if God prevented all disasters then we would not 
have free will to accept or reject Godôs love, but strong counter-examples to this 
line of argument can easily be produced.   There is no satisfactory answer -  
theologians have spent years debating the issue -  we donôt know and cannot 
explain it. 
 
What is certain though is that rather than driving everyone away from God, 
disasters like this do move people to pray ï they stir in some of us a response 
thatôs deeper than rational argument.  You may have heard Haitians being 
interviewed who, in the midst of the devastation, have been kept going by their 
strong Christian faith.  Disasters also prompt people to act ï to give money or 
provide practical help.  Some are then moved to give regularly to the relief 
organisations to allow planned, sustained work to continue. 
 
For me God is not in the death and destruction, God is alongside those in pain 
and grief through his crucified Son.  And God is at work by his Spirit in peopleôs 
prayer, generosity, and acts of kindness; giving hope of new life. 
 
In small ways weôve seen this in action in our community during the cold 
weather ï people have shopped and cleared paths for others and have visited 
those who dared not go out.  Iôve also heard that those of you who bought olive 
wood from Bethlehem helped to provide 2 weeksô work for 7 families. 
 
We may feel overwhelmed in the face of such huge disaster or great difficulty 
but each action and prayer makes a difference.  There are signs all around of 
Godôs love at work in the world. 
 

Philippa  

 

òWhere tragedy confronts eternity.ó    
 
That is the subtitle to a book which I would like to commend to  
you to read during Lent.  It is a deeply human story described as an óabsorbing 
work of fictionô; and one which makes us laugh, cry, repent, trust, along the way. 
 
Last Spring I was tempted to buy ôTHE SHACKõ by William Young when I saw it 
on the popular novel table of a leading bookstore in Southampton; but a historic 
fiction won the day.  The Lord was obviously keen for me to read it as it then 
turned up as a birthday present along with Obamaôs biography.    
 
This easy to read novel deals with the most profound issues of faith in a unique 
and surprising way.  For, in a world where religion seems to grow increasingly 
irrelevant THE SHACK wrestles with the timeless question, ñWhere is God in a 
world so filled with unspeakable pain?ò  It is four years in to his deep depression 
that Mack, the main character, journeyôs back to the place where the terrible 
loss of his child had devastated his life. The answer Mack gets to the question is 
astonishing and, beyond the novel, has not only renewed, but has transformed 
my understanding of God and my sense of purpose and vocation in life.  
 
Will you join me in taking this book up for Lent?  Let me know how you get on.  I 
hope that it will form the basis of some discussions in our Church Alive Home 
Groups through Lent.  You would be welcome to join one of those groups up to 
Easter.  The book is of course available in bookshops as well as on-line.  But 
you can also sign a list at the back of church and weôd be glad to supply a copy 
to you for £5. 
 
On another note please join us in welcoming the Portsmouth Citadel Band of 
the Salvation Army for a concert on 12th February.  If the album they recently 
recorded in St.Maryôs is anything to go by then this will be a wonderfully inspired 
evening.  Looking ahead to Easter, our Augmented Choir perform on 26th 
March and then we shall host 2 performances of óPilateôs Wifeô, a fascinating 
play for Easter from the point of view of Pilateôs household.   
This will be on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 
 

In anticipation of a renewing Lent, Yours, 



The British Heart Foundation  

This charity fights heart and circulatory disease. It funds research, education 
and life-saving equipment. It funds around 1200 research projects investigating 
every aspect of heart disease, from causes and safer drugs to improving 
surgical techniques. It supports and cares for heart patients by funding nurses 
who visit heart patients in their homes and provides defibrillators and 
echocardiograph machines for hospitals, emergency services and first-aiders. 
It also provides information to help people reduce their own risk of dying 
prematurely from a heart or circulatory related illness.  

Charity for February      14th February  On 27th February 
youôre invited to St.Maryôs  
QUIET MORNING.  
 
 
On 27th March  
youôre invited to St.Maryôs 
VISION MORNING.  
The off site Quiet Morning is a time for stillness, prayer 
and creative spirituality on 27th February.  Places will be 
limited to about 15 people.  9.30am ï1.30pm with      

refreshments and lunchtime soup: £5.  Please contact 
Andy Norris or sign the list in church.  

 
The Vision Morning at St.Maryôs on 27th March gives as 
many of us as possible time to seek the Lord for the   

future shape of the mission and ministry of St.Maryôs 
Church in the context of a Deanery Plan for Fareham.  

Looking at how we offer and deploy ourselves, our 
buildings and our ministers (paid and voluntary; lay and 
ordained) for the future.  9.30am ð1.00pm.  Please 

come, pray and have your say.  Refreshments and 
lunchtime soup provided. 

 

Charities for 2010  

24 January   Childrenôs Society 

14 February   British Heart Foundation  

14 March  Mothering Sunday  St. George Foundation  

04 April  Easter Sunday  Cancer Research UK  

16 May  Pentecost  Bible Society  

13 June   Carers Together  

11 July  Sea Sunday  Missions to Seafarers  

01 August   Blind Club, Locks Heath  

05 September   Sue Ryder Care  

03 October   World Vision  

07 November   CMS - Sara Afshari  

14 November  Remembrance Day  Poppy Appeal  

05 December  Toy Service  PUMPA 

24 December  Midnight Mass  Society of St. James  



 

Church Mission Society  
 

The amount collected in the annual CMS huts and boxes was £524.73 
which will be used to support our Mission Partner, Sara Afshari.  Thank 
you to all who support CMS in this way.  
 
A letter was received  from Sara just before Christmas which is 
displayed on the CMS notice board in Church.  She sent greetings and 
thanks to the congregation at St. Maryôs for their kindness and interest 
in supporting the work of SAT-7 PARS with which she is so deeply 
involved.  
 
Sara has asked us to pray:  
1) That the SAT-7 Pars team and new members will adjust well.  
2) For the new programmes on the channel that will impact our 

viewers 
3) For Saraôs health issues and time off to recover. 
4) For the much needed finances for the SAT-7 ministry. 
5) For Sara who would like to start studying again (theology of 

course)  
 
Also by the CMS notice board you can find copies of Up-link which 
gives up to date progress on the broadcasts SAT-7 make in the Farsi 
language.  

Margaret Adams 

Church News  

Open to God  
 

This is a group which meets to meditate, and reflect on Godôs 
word and other Christian writings . 
 

Meeting are held once a fortnight. Each meeting 
lasts about 45 minutes and is a time of peace and 
quietness, so that we can meet God in the 
stillness.  
 

The first meeting in February is on 8th at 2.15pm.  
 

Please contact Barabra Jackson 01489 602110 for further information.  

Ready to try something new 
for this Spring?  

Alpha 
  Why was Jesus born in Bethlehem?   
  Why was he born at all?  Who is he?   
  Have you ever taken time out to  

  consider what Easter really means for life? 
  Why do Christians believe that Jesus was     
  God?  How can Christians be so confident 

that there is life after death?  
 
Alpha is a course which offers the chance to explore these 

and many other questions of life and faith in a relaxed  
environment.   

 
A new Alpha course will run on alternate Tuesday eve-
nings, 7.45pm from Tuesday 2nd February.    It will be a 

friendly group of about a dozen adults.  
 
The first meeting will be in the Church  

Hall Lounge, venues may vary thereafter. 
For more information please contact 
Andy Norris on 01489 572324  

or at vicar.warsash@btinternet.com; or,  
Philippa Mills on  
or at curate.warsash@bt.blackberry.com 

Is there more 

to life than 

this?  



Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  But why 'Ash' Wednesday?  The 
reason has to do with getting things right between you and God, and 
the tradition goes right back to the Old Testament. 
  
In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned.  When they finally 
came to their senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw them, they 
could do nothing but repent in sorrow.   They mourned for the damage 
and evil they had done.  As part of this repentance, they covered their 
heads with ashes.  For the Israelites, putting ashes on your head, and 
even rending your clothes, was an outward sign of their heart-felt 
repentance and acknowledgement of sin.  (See Genesis 18:27; 2 
Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8, 30:19; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6) 
  
In the very early Christian Church, the yearly 'class' of penitents had 
ashes sprinkled over them at the beginning of Lent. They were turning 
to God for the first time, and mourning their sins.   But soon many other 
Christians wanted to take part in the custom, and to do so at the very 
start of Lent.  They heeded Joel's call to 'rend your hearts and not your 
garments' (Joel 2:12-19).  Ash Wednesday became known as either the 
'beginning of the fast' or óthe day of the ashesô. 
  
The collect for today goes back to the Prayer Book, and stresses the 
penitential character of the day. It encourages us with the reminder of 
the readiness of God to forgive us and to renew us.  

 

The Bible readings for today are often Joel 2:1-2, 12 ï 18,  Matthew 6: 1
-6,16 ï 21 and Paulôs moving catalogue of suffering, "as having nothing 
and yet possessing everything." (2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10) 
  
The actual custom of 'ashing' was abolished at the Reformation, though 
the old name for the day remained.  Today, throughout the Church of 
England, receiving the mark of ashes on oneôs forehead is 
optional.   Certainly the mark of ashes on the forehead reminds people 
of their mortality:   "Remember that you are dust and to dust you will 
return..."  (Genesis 3:19) 
 

The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on Palm 

Sunday in the previous year in order to create the ashes for today. 

February 17th - Ash Wednesday  Do you work with young people?  
Have you undertaken any child safety training recently?  
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BASIC AWARENESS  
TRAINING 

St.Maryôs Church Hall 
Saturday 6th March  

9.30amð1.00pm 
 
A course intended for individuals holding voluntary or paid posts, 
who come in to contact with children or young people as part of 
their role in church or on our church premises. 
 

The course coversé 
Current Legislation 
Signs and Symptoms of Abuse 
Dealing with Disclosures 

 

Run by Theresa Winship, the Diocesan Safeguarding Administra-
tor, this 3.5 hour course is free.  Places are limited so please book 
early with the vicar, Andy Norris, at vicar.warsash@btinternet.com. 
who will forward your details to our Parish Safeguarding Adminis-
trator, Ros Lockyer.  The Diocese recommend that everyone I   
nvolved with childrenôs work in the church should attend child   
safeguarding training every 3 years. 
 

Weôd be pleased for the course to serve those from other churches 
who would be most welcome once we have met our obligation to 
accommodate those from St.Maryôs.   


